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18 


READER 


Ferber the following Stories were 

7. 8 collected from the 
Roman Records, or not, I think 
of little Weight in the preſent 
a, tis ſufieient that the De- 

fign is Honeſt and Rational, 

and the Morals and Applications adapted in- 
tirely to the promoting of Virtue and the Love 
of God, and the Suppreſing of Vice and Im- 
morality, As to the Metaphorical Way of 
IWriting, *tis almoſt as old as the World, and 


_ flands ſo well approv'd by the general conſent 
f all former Ages, * there can be no need 
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ing Hiſtories is purely to repreſent Virtus 


Grandure of the World, according to the wiſe 


King Salomon, are in validity nothing but 


Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, and that 


Eacceſs does Rin attend on virtuous Deeds, 


And tho' a late à ſure Reward ſucceeds. 


* 


of any Apologies upon that Account; all + 
erefore that I think needful to add fur- 
ther for the- Reader's Encouragement, is to 
aſſure bin, that the Intention of the follow- 


and Vice in their proper Colours, and to Con- 
vince Him if poſfble, that all the Follies and 


1 
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HIS TOR . I. 

Sbengthe Cre and Concern every Mai ought to have 
to guard and defend his Soul againſt the Crafts and. 
S tbitlties of ibe Devil, and to keep conjian'ty in the 
direct Paths of Honeſtly aud Virtze, that he be nu 
ſw pri⁊ d in his Race, and deluded ow of his Eter- 
nal Happineſs. | 


a KING mighty and Potent, had 
once a moſt beautiful Daughter, 
al whoſe Name was Noſamond; This 
= # — 1 ACY; ot ſhe was no-more 
chan Ten Years of Age, was ſo 
— ſwift and expert in Nong * 
6 that ſhe ſurpaſſed all the People 
of her Time, inſomuch that the King her Father, 


upon the Aſſurance of her great *Perfe&ion,”;ſer- 


) out a Proclamation, That whoever cbuld vanquiſtr- 


A4 his 
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jj His 8 at this Exerciſe ſhould have her to 1 
5 0 Wife; but upon the Condition that if ſhe over- 
| 
| g 


came him, he ſhould immediately loſe his Head, 
upon which great Numbers came to try their 
Fortune, who were all ſhamefully beaten, and 
joſt their Lives for their Folly : Notwithftand- 7 
ſtanding, a certain Poor man, one Abibas, that 
ivd ina neighbouring City, thus reflects upon 
the Nature of the King's Proclamation, and his 
ourn Circumſtances. I am, ſays he, a very poor 
Man, of a very mean Extraction; yet if I can 
but ont-run this Princeſs, I ſhall make my own 
Fortune, and raiſe all my Family to Dignity and 
Wealth. Well thinks he, this would make me 
as great and na ppy as I could wiſh, I like the 
Not ion extreamly well (ſays he) and Fl een go 
forthwith and try the Experiment, and ſince I 
have already diſcover d what takes beſt with her, 
and pleaſes her Fancy moſt, III inſtantly go and. 
provide the Three things following: It's Firſt, 
_ a very curious Garland of Flowers, which I know 
me is extreamly delighted in, Secondly, a very 
nue and exquiſite Girdle: And Thirdly, à Silken 
Purſe with a Golden Ball in it, with this Motto, 
ern Oui mecum ludit nunquam cum luda fatiabit-, 
i. e. Whoever plays with this Ball, ſhall never 
| | be weary ofPlay all which by the Aſſiſtanes gf ſome 
Friends and particular Acquaintance with great 
| | Difficulty, he at length procures ; and having 
conceabd them as privately as poſlible, he went 
directly and knock d at the Palace Gate; and be- 


jüng ask d by the Porter his Buſineſs, he told him 

he was come to Run with the Lady within, ac- 

cord ing to the Emperor's Proclamation, mg 4 \ 
a W- ing 


. 


1 * 


1 


— 


4 ing hard by, overheard every thing the Poor man | 
7 ſaid, and looking out of her Window with dif- 
! dain upon him reproach'd and diſpis d him, not- 


© before her: 


| fiderable Diſtance, 


from her, and ſo mended her Pace, that the again | 
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withſtanding for the King her Father's Word 


/ fake, the immediately prepares for the Race, and 
F accordingly they ſtart together as uſual, and in a 


Minute or two, ſhe over-ran him a great many 
Paces. Mbibas Tom, her going away from him 
ſo faſt, with all his Strength, threw the Garland 
| The Novelty of the Thing ſo far 
furpriz'd and pleas'd the Lady, that ſhe inſtantly 


ſtopp'd, took it up, and put it upon her Head; 
by which Interruption, Abibas overtook her, and 


got ſome Diftance before her. The Lady was 
extreamly enraged at this, and tore the Garland 
from her Head, and threw it ayay with con- 
tempt, and then exerting herſelt with all her 
might, ſoon run up to him again, and reproach- 
ing him bitterly, and told him, What ſhall ſuch 
a vile Wretch as thou art pretend to have me for 
a Wife; and ſo ſhe bounded before him with 
inviſible ſwiftneſs; upon which Abbas though 
it proper to throw the Girdle before her ; which 
when the ſaw, and being pleas'd with the Sight 
of it, ſhe again ſtoop'd and took it up, and be- 
ing 8 Charm d with the Rarity and 
Coriofity of rhe Workmanſhip ; ſhe took it up 
and girt it about her, which occaſion'd ſo great 
4 Stop, and gave her fo much hindrance in het 
Courſe, that Avibas got again before her a con- 
ereupon ſhe fell into a ter- 
rible Agony, 75 took the Girdle from her Waſt 
and tore it in Pieces, and threw it diſdainfuſly 
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his Daughter at this Exerciſe ſhould have her to 


Wife; but upon the Condition that if ſhe over— 
came him, he ſhould immediately loſe his Head, 
upon which great Numbers came to try their 
Fortune, who were all ſhamefully beaten, and 


joſt their Lives for their Folly : Notwithſtand- © 


ſtanding, a certain Poor man, one Abibsa;, that 
tivd ina neighbouring City, thus reflects upon 
the Nature of the King's Proclamation, and e his 
own Circumſtances. I am, ſays he, a very poor 
Man, of a very mean Extraction; yet if I can 
bur out-run this Princeſs, I ſhall make my own 
Fortune, and raiſe all my Family to Dignity and 
Wealth. Well thinks he, this would make me 
as great and napfy as I could wiſh, T like the 
Notion extreamly well (ſays he) and F' cen go 
forthwith and try the Experiment, and ſince I 
have already diſcover d what takes beſt with her, 


and pleaſes her Fancy moſt, III rang #- and, 
* 


provide the Three things following : It's Firſt, 
a very curious Garland of Flowers, which I know 
me is extreamly delighted in, Secondly, a very 
fine and exquiſite Girdle: And Thirdly, a Silken 
Purſe with a Golden Ball in it, with this Motto, 
—. Oui mecum ludit nunquam cum luda ſatiabit , 
i. e. Whoever plays with this Ball, ſhall never 
be weary ofPlay all which by the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
Friends and particular Acquaintance with great 
Difficulty, he at length procures ; and having 
conceal'd them as privately as poſſible, he went 
directly and knock d at the Palace Gate; and be- 
ing ask d by the Porter his Buſineſs, he told him 
he was come to Run with the Lady within, ac- 


cording to the Emperor's Proclamation, who be- 
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ing hard by, overheard every thing the Poor man 


* ſaid, and looking out of her Window with dif- 


duain upon him reproach'd and diſpis d him, not- 


1 
: 
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withſtanding for the King her Father's Word 
fake, the immediately prepares for the Race, and | 
according]y they ſtart together as uſual, and in a 
Minute or two, ſhe over-ran him a great many | 
Paces. A ibas ng her going away from him 
o faſt, with all his Strength, threw the Garland 
before her: The Novelty of the Thing ſo far 
furpriz'd and pleas'd the Lady, that the inſtantly 
flopp'd, took it up, and put it upon her Head; 
by which Interruption, Abibas overtook her, and 
got ſome Diſtance before her. The Lady was 
extreamly enraged at this, and tore the Garland 
from her Head, and threw it away with con- 
tempt, and then exerting herſelf with all her 
might, ſoon run up to him again, and reproach- 
ing him bitterly, and told him, What ſhall ſuch 
a vile Wretch as thou art pretend to have me for 
a Wife; and ſo ſhe bounded before him with 
inviſible ſwiftneſs; upon which Abibas though 
it proper to throw the Girdle before her ; which 
when the ſaw, and being pleas'd with the Sight 
of it, ſhe again ſtoop'd and took it up, and be- 
ing exceedingly Charm'd with the Rarity and 
Curiofity of the Workmanſhip ; ſhe took it up 
and girt it about her, which occaſion'd ſo great 
a Stop, and gave her fo much hindrance in her 
Courſe, that Aibas got again before her a con- 
fiderable Diſtance. Hereupon ſhe fell into a ter- 
rible Agony, and took the Girdle from her Waſt 
and tore it in Pieces, and threw it diſdainfully 
from her, and ſo mended her Pace, that the again 
As over 
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overtook him, and with Scorn and Deriſion told 


him, That notwithſtanding all his Tricks and 


Cunning, he ſhould not gain his Ends, and with 


that ſhe bounded forward, and in an inſtant got 


a great Way before him ; and now they were 
both got very near the end of the Goald, when, 
Abibas threw the Purſe before her, at which 


unexpected Curioſity, ſhe was the Third time fo 


much ſtartled and enamour'd, that ſhe could not 


forbear raking it up, and opening it, and find- 


ing in it the Golden Ball, with the Motto: Que * 
we cum ludit, xc. With this laſt Project the was 


ſo much affected and taken up with the In. 


ſpection of the Motto, that Abibas by theſe re- 
peated Stratagems, got firſt to the End of the 
Race, and ſo purſuant to the Emperor's Procla- 


mation, had the young Lady to his Wife. 
MOR A L. 


WE may underſtand by this Emperour, our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſas Chriſt, and 


ated originally according to the Likeneſs of God * 
eich Soul remaining in its Native Purity, runs 
ſwiftly in the Courſe of God's Word, that mor- 


by his excellent Daughter the Soul of Man, Cre- 


tal Sin cannot overtake it. Proclamation was 


made to ſet all Mankind upon their Guard, 
that ſo they may not be overtaken, but may be 
able to defend thcmſelves againſt the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh; inſomuch that if they 
conſtantily wage War againſt them, they ſhall 
be in no Danger of being Vanquiſh'd and 
Overeome by them. Abibas in a nn 

| nſe 


L 
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1 toll 

and 
with 
it got 
were 
vhen, 
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Senſe may paſs for the Devil, who ſeeing Man- 
kind ſo lorg Victorious, conſults Stratagems and 


Natural Frailties, in onder to betray and ſupplant 
him. He (the Devil) has commonly three Daits 
which he generally makes uſe of ro allure and 


———, — 
A — 3 


the Devil's chief 


eternal Ruin and Deſtruction. Luſt and Luxury 


entrap the World. Ihe firit is here repreſented 
by the Garland, 1. e. (Pride) which 1s never uſed, 
but upon the Head, as Garlands ordinarily are; 
that it may he more obvious and conſpicuous, A | 
Proud Man always puts himſelf in the Front, and 
attempts to be ſeen ; which makes St. Auſtin ſay, 
that a Proud Man is the Son of a Devil ; and when 
a Perſon is encircled with a Garland of Pride, 
'tis a ſure Sign that the Devil is running after 
him for no leſs Buſineſs and Deſign than the ob- 
taining his Soul, and betraying him to eternal 
Deſtruction ; - what then is Proper for Man in 
ſich a Caſe to do; why certainly nothing can 
be more proper tor him, than to caſt away thar 
naughty Garland of Pride and Ambition, which 
in the end will undoubredly prove fo detrimen- 
tal to him. This is the true and certain way to 
di ſincourage and baffle Satan, and to guard and 
deliver our ſelves from all his Temptations and 
Stratagems. Secondly, The Girdle may be fail 
to repreſent Luxury, which is likewiſe one ol 
ngines, and is alld a moſt 
dangerous Betrayer of Mankind, Againſt the Al- 
lurements of Luſt and Luxury, St. Gregory ad- 
viſes to guard your Loins with Chaſtity ; for moſt true 
it is, that when we ſuffer that moſt. pernicious 
Vice to over-run us, we are in the high Koad ro 


certainly ſtop Men in theis.Courſe of Virtue and 
* | — ä Victy 
5 
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Piety, and are ſure and infallible Signs that the 
Devil is running with Succeſs before them : 
What therefore oughr a Man to do, who is over- 
taken by his Luſt, but inſtantly with Indignation 
to break the fatal Girdle, and throw it awa 


from him with Contempt : to apply himſelf to 


Alms and Prayer and Works of Devotion, which 
are as natural Remedies to prevent this growing 
Evil, as Water is to extinguiſh Fire. 

The laſt Temptation and hinderance of a Chri- 
ſtian in his Race towards Heaven, is here Repre- 
ſented by the Purſe with the Golden Ball in it; 
The Heart is this Purſe, which our Lord would 
have Shut at the lower end, that it may the bet- 
rer receive, and then retain Grace and Heavenly 
things. The two Strings that draw this Purſe 
together, leaſt Sin ſhould enter, are Fear and 
eternal Puniſhment ; and the round Ball in the 
Purſe may well enough be thought to repreſent 
Covetouſieſs, For as a Ball is trundled to diffe- 
rent Poſitions, ſometimes hexe and ſometimes 
there; ſoa Covetous Man is toſs d and moy'd up 
and down the World from one Side to the other, 
any ways, ſo that he can but get Advantage by 
ir. The Superſcription upon the Ball Qui mc cum 
ladit, &c. may very well be underſtood, thoſe 
who ſuffers Covetouſneſs to get the Maſterſhip 


over him, will hardly ever be ſatisfy'd afrerwards : 


'Tis a moſt bewitching and entoxicating Vice, 
and a very gaeat and prevailing hindrance in our 
Heavenly Courſe. A Covetous Man may indeed 
now and then have ſome ſmall Inclination to run 
the Race of Virtue and Sobriety, bur then his 
Courſe is fo clogg d and embarraſs d with worldly 
| II hougghts, 


— — —— — 
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the Thoughts, and he makes fo many Stops by the 
Mm: way that tis impoſſible for him to reach the End 
ver- of the Race with Succels ; Selt-intereſt has ſuch a 
tion ſtrong Power over him, that he can never reach 
way the Celeſtial Canaan ; the Thoughts of the World 
tro *are always uppermoſt in his Thoughts, and ſo he 
nich lingers on till 'tis too late and the time paſt, 
ing and then like the Princeſs here he weeps at his 

Folly, turns about, and attempts in vain to reco4 
hri- ver nimſelf: For whereas all other Sins grow old 
pre- in time, the Vice of Covetouſiteſs is ever young; 
It; it ſo naturally takes with Men, that when they 
»uld are once abſolutely poſſeſs'd of it, they are never 
bet= perfectly cured to the end of their Lives; there- 
enly tore all Perſons who are any ways tainted with 
urſe this vile and dangerous Temper, ought without 
and . delay to diſengage themſelves from the fatal Er- 
the _rour, before ir has taken too deep Root; 'ris a 
ſenr pregnant and prolifick Sin; and as the Apoſtle 


iffe-⸗ fays in many reſpe&ts, the Root of all «her Euils. 
imes # __ 

d up A 
her, H15 1-8 

by That the Foul is dear 10 God, and ly his Grace wed- 
c, died to Mn, not to the Imprudent Rich Man, but 


hole 0 the Poor, if he be Wiſe and lives in his Fear ; and 
ſhip ris only bis Soul that lives in the Fear of God, that 
rds: can hope to die in his Favour. | 


our WIEN Claudian had the Government of the 
k Empire, he had a Daughter every way ac- 

mmm compliſhed: One Night as he lay in his Bed, his 
his Thoughts were intirely taken up, how he might 
lay {| beſt diſpoſe of her in Marriage: ſays he to him- 
| 5 ſelt, 
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Piety, and are ſure and infallible Signs that the 
Devil is running with Succeſs before them: 
What therefore ought a Man to do, who is over- 
taken by his Luſt, bur inſtantly with Indignation 
to break the fatal Girdle, and throw it awa 
trom him with Contempt : to apply himſelf to 
Alms and Prayer and Works of Devotion, which 
are as natural Remedies to prevent this growing 
Evil, as Water is to extinguiſh Fire. 
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Heavenly Courſe. A Covetous Man may indeed 
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Thoughts, and he makes fo many Stops by the 


way that tis impoſſible for him to reach the End 


of the Race with Succeſs ; Selfintereſt has ſuch a 


ſtrong Power over him, that he can never reach 


the Celeſtial Canaan ; the Thoughts of the World 


"are always uppermoſt in his Thoughts, and ſo he 


lingers on till tis too late and the time paſt, 
and then like the Princeſs here he weeps at his 


' Folly, turns about, and attempts in vain to reco4 


ver himſelt : For whereas all other Sins grow old 


in time, the Vice of Covetouſſteſs is ever young; 


it ſo naturally takes with Men, that when they 


are once abſolutely poſſeſs'd of it, they are never 
perfectly cured to the end of their Lives; there- 


tore all Perſons who are any ways tainted with 
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beſt 


this vile and dangerous Temper, ought without 


delay to diſengage themſelves from the fatal Ex- 


rour, before it has taken too deep Root; tis a 


pregnant and proli fick Sin; and as the Apoſtle 


ſays in many reſpe&s, the Root of all her Evils. 
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' That the Soul is dear 10 God, and Ly his Grace wed- 


ded to Man, not to the Imprudent Rich Man, but 
to the Poor, if he be Wiſe and lives in his Fear ; and 
tis only Þis Soul that lives in the Fear of Ged, that 
can hope to die in his Favour. | 


HEN Claxdian had the Government of the 

Empire, he had a Daughter every way ac- 
8 One Night as he lay in his Bed, his 
Tho 


ä 


hrs were intirely taken up, how he might 
iſpoſe of her in Marriage: ſays he to him- 


| ſell, 


14 Geſtu Romanorum. 
ſelt, ik I diſpoſe of my Daughter to a rich Fool, 1 
nctwithſtanding his Riches, ſhell be always! 
wretched and at laſt undone ; but if I beſtow her 
upon a Wiſe Man, tho' his Circumſtances be ne- 
ver ſo mean and low, ſhe Il be always eaſy, and 
in all probability Happy at Laſt.,------Now there 
dwe't at that Time in the ſame City, a certain 
| Philoſopher, whoſe name was Socrates, a very 
wiſe and good Man, and one that the Emperor 
had an exceeding Value for, to whom he ſent, 
| and told him in tew Words, that he intended to 
pos him his Daughter in Marriage: The good 
an was at firit ſurprized at the unexpected 
Propofal ; but at length recovering himſelt, with 
all Humility and Admiration told him, T hat tho! 
he was ſenſible the Honour he Jetign'd him was 
in finitely above his Merit or his Expe&ations , 
yet if his Majeſty thought fit, he would gladly + 
accept of his offer. Well ſays the Emperor, hen 
thus it ſhall be, I freely conſent that you ſhall - 
have my Daughter for your Wife, upon this Con- 
dition, that it ſhe dies before you, you ſhall im- 
mediately be put to Death: To which the good 
Man made this wiſe Reply ; Why truly, ſays he, 
the Honour is ſo great and the Proſpe& ſo good, 
that I readily accept of your Daughter even up- 
on that Condition, and accordingly their Mar- 
riage was quickly after ſolemniz'd with the ut- 
moſt Pomp and Ceremony; for ſome time they 
lived together in the greateſt Peace and Tran- 
quillity : But it ſo happ ned, that in ſome Space 
of Time, this Wife of Sucyates fell Sick, even unto 
Death ; At which, this Philoſopher (as well he 
might) was under the deepeſt Affliction, and 
| TED = ; taking 
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Fool, taking a ſolitary walk in a Neighbouring Grove, 
ways he accidentally met with an Old Man, who ac- 
w her coſts him thus : Good Father, ſays he, you ſeem 
e ne- extreamly Sorrowtul and Dejected, I beg of you 
, and to tell me the Cauſe. Why, ſays Sucrates, the 
there Cauſe is very great and very deplorable : 1 have 
-rtain Married the Emperor's Daughter, upon this ſad 
very and heavy Condition, that it ſhe dies before me, 
peror I am immediately to loſe my Lite, and now even 
ſent, at this Moment ſhe lies at the Point of Death; 
lcd zo Vet however ſays the Old Man, take my Counſel 
good and all ſhall be well; and his Counſel was this, 
ected to uſe three Herbs that grew in the Wood: Of | 
with the Firſt of theſe a Drink was to be made to be 
t tho' Taken inwardly ; of the two others a Plaiſter to 
n was be outwardly apply d where the Pain was the 
ions, moſt Exquiſite ; Theſe two Remedies had ſo good 
ladly - Effect, that in a ſhort Time the Lady pertectly 
r.then Recovered; and the Emperor hearing how dili- 
hall gent the good Man was to Recover his Daugh- 
Con- ter, and how Aſſiduous he was to find out a pro- 
1 im- per Medicine for her, not only Cancels their firſt 
good Agreement, but withal promoted him to great 
ys he, Riches and Honour. 


good, 

m up- 5 MOR 4 Lb 

Mar- 

he ut- f E may with Submiſſion fitly compare this 
e they wiſe and good Emperor to our bleſſed Lord 


Tran- Mnd Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and his excellent Daugh- 
Space Fer to the Soul of Man, Created in the Begin- 


1unto ping after the Image of God. This Daughter 
ell he Pod would not give to a rich Man; but to a 
, and 


poor Man born as Job ſays, Naked, and deſtitute 


taking | of 
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of all Helps, but upon this Condition, that i 
he did not take Care to guard and preterve. thi: 


Soul, againſt all manner of contagious Vice and url. 
Folly ; or if by Sins unrepented of, ſhe thoutd-! ay 


die in his Company, that in that Caſe he ſhould 


F.C 


perith Erernally- The Caſe is the ſame wich all- 


the World, when a Soul is Sick and langniſhing, 


he 


we ſhould then more particularly apply our 


ſelves for a Remedy. We thoutd then throw our- 
ſelves into the Boſom of the Church, where we 
ſhall always find an Old Man or an Elder, the 
ancient Name of the Prieſts or Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, by whoſe Advice and Aſſiſtance, and 
through the Death and Suffterings of our bleſſed 
Redeemer (if we ſuffer our ſelves to be guided, 
and directed by their Holy and Divine Precepts) 
we may be certain to have our Health reſtor d, 
and our Lives and Happineſs ſecur d to all Eter- 
nity By the three Herbs we may properly 
in this place underſtand, Confeſſion, Converſion, 
and Satisfaction; all which grand Ingredients 
are abſolutely neceſſary in our Recovery. Of the 
Firſt we are to make a Pot ion, as if for our Ini- 


quities our Tears were to be our drink Day and ' 


Night : The other two are to be Compounded 
after the Nature of an Emplaiſter and apply'd in 
a hearty and ſincere Repentance, and by makin 

uſe of this Remedy in time, while the day of 


Grace continues, after the manner of this Em- 


peror to this poor Philoſopher : Almighty God 
who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, and the 
Truth and Sincerity of all our Proceedings and 
Intentions, will alſo promote us to honour and 
the Riches of his Grace, which can never waſt os 
be taken away from us. n HIST. 
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and rid hi Pleaſures naturally tend to draw upon us Shame 
uld*; and eternal Raine, if we are too paſſionate and ſol i- 
duld crows abont them; and yet it is not Impoſſible but 
1all-. we may make 4 good uſe of them, and ſo make them 
Fs helpſal to us in the great Buſineſs of Eterni!y. 

ur 

ur- A Nother great Emperor had but one Son whom 
We he loved, and tender'd as nis own Lite; it 
the pleas d him to order a Golden Apple to be made, 
the Avhich with the greateſt Artifice and Curioſity 
nd was hardly finiſhed before he fell dangeroully 
led Sick; upon which, he order'd his Son to be called 
ed, to him, and ſpoke to him after the following 
ts) manner: I charge you on my Bleſſing, that if 
d, J. do not Recover of my preſent Illnefs, you 
T= Search my Empire, and give the Golden Apple 
ly to the greateſt Fool you can find therein; which 
n, the Son had no ſooner promiſed his Father to do, 
ts but he turn'd him in his Bed and expird. After 
he the Funeral Solemnity proper for ſo great a Perſon 
1- was ended, the Son takes the Apple, and a cord- 
d ing to his Father's Commands, ſearches through 
d * the ſeveral Provinces of his Empire; and many 
N Fools in truth he found in his Travels, but none 
5. he thought proper to give the Apple to. At 

length he comes to the principal City of a King- 
1— 1 8 where after Enquiry, he found they had a 
d Cuſtom among em to chooſe x King for a Year, 
e who during that Term was to Command them, 
d and to do all things according to his Plea- 
d ſure; but at the end of the Year he was to be 
'T trip d of all his Power and Greatneſs, and Fes 

; ni 
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nith'd the City with contempt for ever; which 
when the King's Son underſtood, why then, ſays 


h*, I have doubtleſs found the greateit Fool upon 


Earth, and the very Perſon I have been ſo long 
ſeeking after; without further Conſideration he 


goes to this annual King, and Jays the Ball at 


his Feet; How comes this about, tays rhe other, 


ſince I never knew the Emperor? Why, [I] tell 
tell you, ſays the Emperor's Son, and then repeats ' 


the Contents of his Father's Wil, particularly 
that part that bequeaths the Golden Apple to the 
greateſt Fool that could be found; and do you 


take me for him, ſays this Annual Monarch? you 


have ſaid it, ſays the Emperor's Son, and tu'y 
with reaſon enough, being ſo Frangely dull and 
ſtupid to accept of a little fooliſh Greatneſs, and 


Pageantry for the ſhort ſpace of a Year, anQ.the, 
to live all the Remainder of your Liſe in Poverry 
and Contempt. Tis very true, anſwers the King; 
but being thus fore-warn'd, l am fore-arm'd : 
There ſhall not'a Day paſs tl;ro' the whole Year 
of my dear bought Honour, Iwill not be lay ing 


up ſomething ro ſupply me after the Expiration | 


ot my Term: and this he did accordingly , by 
which Means, when the End of his Reign 
was come, he had lay'd up enough to ſupporr 
him with Plenty, Eaſe and Pleaſure to the End 
of his Days, 
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ND thus like this wiſe Emperor does God deal 
with fooliſh and miſiaken Men. The Gol. 
den Apple may be ſuppos'd to ſignify the World, 
and the Goods and Vanities thereof, which fo 


often allure Men into Sin and Folly. Poor foolith 
empty Creatutes, who like Butterflies that they 


may flutter about a little in this World, 
forfeir all their Right and Title to the next, 
which were it poſhble they ſhould laſt for a Thou- 


ſaud Years, yet are they as nothing in Compa- 


riſon of Eternity, and when too they are ſeri. 


_ — nme — = 


ouſly compar d with thoſe Bleſſings that are Pro- 
miſed to the juſt Man in the Life to come, they 


can bear no Proportion, but muſt appear mere 


empty and Inſignificant Trifles. Oh! how few | 
are there that wiſely and deliberately think of | 
this fatal Exile, and reſolve never to Reign Ma- 
ſters of the Worlds ſhort and Tranſitory De- 
lights upon ſach miſerable Conditions ---Indeell | 
it muſt be granted that Riches of themſelves do | 
not directly tend to bring us into this miſerable | 


State : when they are apply d according to the 
Intention of the Donor, they entitle Men to 
many Opportunities of doing good in their Ge- 
neration,then give them Opportnnities to Reign 
like Kings here, and yet at the fame Time to ſe— 


cure to themſelves a larger Share of Happineſs | 


and Grandure hereafter ; but then we muſt ack 


with the ſame Caution as this annual King in | 


the Hiſtory did ; ſtrenuonſly employ our ſelves in 
Jaying up a ſufficient Treaſure for the day of our 
Diſtreſs and Calamity- We 
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We ſhould be continually doing Ads of Ju- 
ſtice and Goodneſs ; we ſhould be conſtantly 
ſending our good Things before us, that is, we 
ſhould to our Pow be doing kind and compaſ-— 
ſionate Offices to our Fellow Creatures, and dai- The 
ly ſecuring our Paſſage to Eternity by our Works 7. 
of Charity and Mercy, and all our vacant | 66 
Hours ſhould be ſpent in Faſting, Prayer, and | 
Humiliation. This would make our Exile a Bleſ- 7 
ſing, and ſo from Reigning as Temporary Kings /. 
for a ſhort Time be baniſhed to an eternal King- 
dom, where the Joys and Pleafures are endlets 
and unſpeakable, 
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paſs : 8 
7 The Immiderate deſire of the Things of this Liſe ts; 
orks yuſily cenſur'd and exploded, an how 4 Man in 
ant . Appearance ils and learned was ruin d by 
and fis Aitempts after . t1 t-2, 71. at the very tine 
ZleC | when be propos d 0 Oþ their preſent En- 
ngs fſoyment. 
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T Here was once à certain Image ſet up in the 
F City of Rome, with its Right hand ſtretch'd 
cut, and on the Middle Finger, which was ex- 
tended, theſe Words were inſcribed, STRIKE 
ME. For a long time this Image ſtood undi- 
ſturb'd, and no Body could tell the meaning of 
T. the Motto, tho' all People as rhey-paſs'd, were 
! continually ſpending: their Verdicts about it; at 

| length a Perſon came by, who having more Judg-| 
ment and Learning than the reſt, looking nar- 
rowly upon the Image, he perceiv'd that at one 
certain 
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certain Time of the Day when the Sun ſhon upon- 
it, the extended Finger ſcem'd to point di-! 


rectly to ſuch a particular place upon the Ground; 
having made this Diſcovery, away he runs for a 
Mattock ; and after he had dug for about three 


Foot, he diſcovers certain Steps that led directly 


into a Stately Palace, and goes undauntedly into 
the Hall, where he diſcovers (to his great Aſto- 
niſhment) a great Company of noble Ferſonages 
richly attir'd, and caſting his Eyes every ways 
abour him, at the further End, he perceived a 
Carbuncle of Prodigious bigneſs, from whence 
the whole Hall was enlighten'd, and oppoſite to 
it, there ſtood a Man arm'd in all Points with a 
Bow and Arrow, and ſeem'd ready to ſhoot any 


Body that ſhould make too near an Approach. 
He ſaw all this, and many other Things no leſs - 


worthy of Obſervation. After this he walk d 
into ſeveral noble Apartments, where he til] 
tound every thing very Great and Magnificent, 
fit to oratify the Curiolity of the moſt Strict and 
Inquiſitive Spectator, Ihus having feaſted his 
Eyes with the Sight of the rich Furniture, and 
other ſurpriſing Curioſities, he thinks with him. 
ſelf, never did I yet ſee ſo many Objects of Won- 
der and Delight, and if 1 ſhould leave the Piace 


without taking ſomething with me to confirm 


the Truth of my Report, in all probabillity the 


World will be apt to cenſure me, and ſuſpect that 


the Strange Things I tell them are only Idle In- 
ventions of my own Contrivance. I will, thinks 
he, therefore take ſomething with me to confirm 
my Teſtimony, and ſo from a Table richly ſpread 
he takes up a Golden Knife, intending to carry 

It 
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It away with bim ; hut the poor miſtaken Man, 
had no ſooner laid his Hand upon it, in order to 
carry it off; but the Image influenced by ſome 
ſecret Springs, lets fly the Arrow at the Carbun- 
cle, and dajhes it in a Thouſand Pieces, upon 
-which the light was immediately Extinct, and 
the wretched Scholir was left in Darknels and 
Confuſion, and being for ever after unable to 
find his way out again, he there miſerably pe- 


11th d in his rath and foolith Attempt. 
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hs g! His Image and the Inſcription upon the Hand 
0 is in many reſpects a proper Deſcri ption ot 
1 the Devil, and his Agents who go about ſeeking 
whom they may devour, and ſeems to Demon- 
ky ſtrate plainly their Power and aptneſs to deſtroy 
511 and deceive poor credulous Sinners. The Motto 
nt. i an exact Emblem ok the Devil's Counſel to 
? _Covetous and Worldly-minded Perſons : Strike 
here, that is, ſcarch the Earth, and at all Hazards 
nd set all you can out of it. The Crafty Scholar, 
who above all crhers was moſt Intent and 
Induſtrious ro find out the meaning of the 
* 48 Inſcription, does very properly reſemble a 
Covetous and Worldly-minded Man. He like 
this inſatiable Turbulent Wrerch is never ſatis— 
«fy d, but is Day and Night hunting and purſuing 
atter new Diſcoveries, and laying up worldly 
1 Wealth, and tho he gain never ſuch an Abu 
dance will he be fatis'y d therewith. Thoſe who 
4 only gave the Image a tranſitory View without 
eoncerning themſelves at the Signification of the 
1. Motto, 
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Motto, are the good Chriſtians, whoſe Heartiſecu 

and Minds are directly oppotice to all Notion; $1 1 
and Inclinations, that may auy way obſtru& Pur way 
ſuit alter Heaven and heavenly Things: The and 
Scholar follows ehe Direction of rhe Sha dow, Da, 
and unadviſediy digs up ahe Earth, and thus the Em 
Covetous Man ſteers his Courſe, and ſuffers the e 
precarious Shadows of this World, to drown vic 
and captivate his Senſes, till he is ſwallowed up gud 
by his Follies and Avarice and loſt, paſt all re- pea 
covery. 

Whereas the Scholar deſcends ſome Steps, thoſe — 
with reſpec to the Miſer, may well -enough de- 
note, Pride, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Rej 
Eye, and ſo on from one degree of Vice to ano- / 
ther; and when he comes into the ſpacious Hall, 
where are diverſities of Perſons and Objects, ic 
Repreſents our ent rance into the World amidſt a a 
Multitude oi Toys and Trifles, which too often | 
allure and entangle us to the hazard of both Bo 
and Soul. That Form of a Man ſtanding with 
the Dart in his Hand ready to ſhoot is the pro-: 
per Repreſentative of weath, which uſually ſtrikes | 
us unawares, and when we are leaſt apprehenſive 
of Danger. The Carbuncle ſhews the Life of 
Man, which as long as it laſts qualifies him from 

a Light within to look round, and to behold that J 
vuaſt variety of Objects by which he is encom- th. 
paſs d. The Golden Knife which the Covetous 
Scholar was about to carry away with him, Im- h: 
ports the Vanity and Uncertainty of Wealth 
and all ſublunary Things, which like this Scho- þ& 
Jar the Covetous Ambition, is often depriv'd of pf 
the veiy moment he thinks himſelf the non A 
ecure 
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eartecure of their Po fleſſions. Death overtakes him 
iom zn the midſt of his ExpeRation, ſnatches him a- 

ur way on a ſudden, and ſo he is left in Darkneſs 
The and Horrour,and is expoſed to all the Difficulties, 
ow, Dangers, and intolerable Calamities that in this 
S the Emblem are ſo emphatically Repreſented : Ought 
the we not therefore to take the bleſſed Apoſtle's Ad- 
WIN vice, Set Jour Aﬀet. ions therefore on things abve, 
1 up dad not on things below, that when Chriſt ſhall ap- 
re- pear, you alſo may appear with him in Glory. 


_— 
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the Repreſents Ingratitude in the ver) bigheſt Degree, Ly 
ang- : luer 4 4 Malicious People tray d a Noble 
1aJl,' Perſon, who Javed their Cu) and the Inhabitants 
S, It from Deſtruttim. To this Deliverer may om. Sa. 
ata” iow Chriſt be Irken'd, who ſuffer'd as a Tranſ- 
fren | greſſor to preſerve ungrateful Man, and to deliver 
oy bim from Hell and Perdition. 

vith 

Pro- NI S Recorded in the Writings of Cicero, That 
1kes there was once an Ancient Cuſtom, that 
ave every Renowned Champion ſhould ba Buried in 
> OL His own Accoutrements, and that whoſoever 
10m ould preſume to Rob the deceaſed Warrior's 
that Tomb ſhould be put to death. Now it happened, 
om that a certain great City was Beſieged by a moſt 
tous dloody and cruel Tyrant, and that #hey were ſo 
Im- hard preſs d, that they were ready to perith ; at 
alth 1 5 Inſtant it ſo happen d, that a moſt brave 


nd moſt couragious Knight came among them, 
Of whom the Citizens unanimouſly imploreg 


k 
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id and Aſſiſtance. Why, look you (ſays he) 
„ B Gentle. 


hm 


a Compleat Victory over your Enemies; which 5 
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Gentlemen, your Affairs are come to this unhap- 
py State, that you cannot be deliverd without a 

very ſtrong Hand: lam willing to engage in 

vour behaif, but then 1 want Arms and other 

Accourrements ſuitable for ſo hazardous an En- 
ecrprize; line, faid one of them, bur thoſe may 

not be long wanting: We have a noble Cap- 

rain that is lately Buried who died in our Quar- 
cl, rake his Arms, which are very ſtrong and 
good, and undertake our Protection- This Pro- 
poſa! was Agreed to, the living Warrior put on 
eM Armour of the dead; a great Battle was 
quickly tought, and a compleat Victory obtain d, po 
and then the dead Commander was again cloath'd Pic 
in his proper Armour: Bur after ſome ſhort h- 
Time ir fo tell our, that ſome of the ungrateful £1, 
Citizens envy 4 their Deliverer the Glory of his 
Victory, and ſo in recompence for his Services, His 
they accuſe him, to the judge as a Tranſvreſſor ot 
their Law, and a Robber of the Dead. My Lord, 
replies rhe noble Captain, thus vilely Accuſed ; 
it has even been an approvd Maxim with me, 
that of two Evils always to chooſe the leaſt ; You 
all know to what Extremity your City was re- 
duc d, and with what Earneſtneſs you follicited It 
me to engage in your Quarrel ; you hkewile - 
Knew that 1 had no Armour of my own, and 

that in that naked Condition J was utterly unca- 
pable of your defence; and that purely upon that 
Account I accepted of the Armour which you 
now Charge me with. You cannot be unſenſible 
put that all I did was for the Publick Good, and 
rhe Succeſs has accordingly anſwer d the End in 
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when I had accomplith'd for you, and perfected 
your Deliverance, I order d the Armour to be re- 


Ror d to the proper Owner. Now l appeal to all 
the World if what I have done in this Affair, for 


-which you now condemn me, be not according to 


the ſtricteſt Reaſon, Juſtice and Honour, and 

hat is highly warrantable from the Univerſal 
n. of Nature. As for Inſtance in the Caſe of 
Fire, don't we inſtantly pull down or blow up 
Houſes, which if left ſtanding might endanger 
the burning the next Streer, perhaps the whole 
City: Now I beſeech you, is it not better by 
borrowing the Armour of this deceaſed Chame- 
pion, that you and your City be preſere d, than 
that through the want of it, you are all made 
Slaves, and fall Victims to your Implacable Ene- 
mies But notwithſtanding all he could offer in 
Þis Vindication, the Ingratitude and Revenge 
of his Adverſaries fo far prevailed, that they ob- 
lig'd the Judge by their Importunare Petitions 
to paſs Sentence againſt him; winch was accord- 
ingly done, and the good Man in ſome ſhort 
time after was Executed to the Grief and Aſto- 
niſhment of all thoſe that knew his Merit and 
Innocence. 


MOR AI. 
O the City thus Beſieg'd and reduced to ſuch 


extremity, we may juſtly compare this lower 
*World, who for a long time was furrounded with 
mi firs oaks encompaſſed with a Mul- 
e of Dangers and Difficulties contriv'd by 

the Devil and his Agents, who with unwearied 
5 1 Malice 


} 
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| Malice are ever purſuing the utter Ruin and De- 
itruction or all Mankind, To this moſt valiant 
and generous Champion we may not improperly \y 
Compare, our bleſſed Lord and great Redeemer ' 
| Jeſus Cluiſt, who beholding Mankind in this 
dangerous State, and Juſt ready for utter Deſiru- 
| etion, condeſcends to take upon him our Nature, 
and to ſuffer an.Ignominious and cruel Death, for 
' our preſent Reſcue and future Preſervation. The 
ungrateful and malicions Citizens, are a true Re- 
Preſentation of the Wicked and Bloody-minded 
{ews that Impleaded him before Font ius Pilate the 
Governour, who notwithſtanding he knew him 
Innocent, yet was ſo tar overcome and terrify'd 
by the Qutcries and Clamouts of his unjuſt Accu- 
lers, that he paſs d Sentence upon him and them, 
gave him up to rhe Fews, and the Rabble to re- 
vile and crucity him. 

Now the Uſe that all Chriſtians ſhould make 
of this is to reflect often and ſeriouſly what won-⸗ 
derful Things this Heavenly Champion our great 
Redeemer has done for us. That with his own 
Tight Hand, and with his holy Arm he hath 

gotten himſelt the Victory, that he hath reſcu'd 
As out of ihe Power of our moſt Cruel and Im- 
Placable Enemy the Devil, and that if we will 
deſerve his Favours by Faith and Obedience, he 
' Has open'd to us the Gate of Eternal Salvation. e. 
'We ſhould often reflect too upon his bardarous 2g, 
Treatment, and how willingly he endured all m 
the dreadful Circumſtances of it, purely for the p 
Sake of a moſt Stubborn, ungrateful and diſobe- , 
dient Generation, And ſure did we do this as „ 
e ought, it muſt-neceflarily work up in hu ; 
& 
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due Senſe of his Goodneſs, inſpire us with holy 
De- Love and ardent Deſires, make us adore and re- 
lant gerence his Divine Perfections, and from his Bx- 
erly! mple, imprint upon our Souls a gencrous re— 
5 rs tor the good and preſervation of all our 
this fellow Creatures, 
f1t- Who ever read or heard of any King, that ſo 


„for 
Ihe 
Re- 
ded 


ure, rd his Rebellious Subjects, that he would dye 


For them, and ſubmit to ſuffer the worſt of Tor- 
ments and Reproaches tor their Deliverance. But 
fo hath God lov'd us, that he has given his only 
begotten Son to ſuffer Death for our Sakes, and 


the to Riſe again for our Juſtification. Let us there- 
nim fore mortity our Members which are on Earth, 
ty'l and be holy as he is holy, and ſo be meet Parta- 
cu kers of that Glory which is reveal d. 

Em 4 

re- ＋ m_ a ee, — 
K b 1ST YL 

de The Emperour by Sentencing a great Lady and hey 


? 


+ Child to perpetual Imprijonment for Adultery, ma 
eat g 5 r £ err — Mollig, of the Sual ] 
wit + ro Corift by Faith and Baptiſm, and alſo to ſigmfy 
15 * that thaſe that love any thing more than hin, {hail 
14 f be Hyable to eternal Condemnation. 

vill 


8 as d whom he loy'd with the greateſt tenderneſs Af. 
8 be f B 3 ter 
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*Perſon of 


| JN the Reign of a very prudent Emperor, it 


was Enacted among other Things, That what-. 


ever Woman was found guilty of Adultery 


ſhould be condemned to perpetual Baniſh. 
ment. Now it happen'd in that Reign, that a 
great Honour and Quality marrie 

a Lady of no mean Birth and Circumſtances, 
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ter ſome time it ſo fell out, that this worth in! 
Perſon had an Occaſion to Travel into Fore igt Aut 
Parts. His Lady ſoon after his departure, pin 
what means is nor yet known, was overcome and wh 
became guilty of the heinous din of Adultery, qu 
and conceived of a Child, of which ſhe was Con- 
victed, and by legal Proceſs of the Magiſtrate 
committed to Priſon, where ſhe was Deliver d ot. 

a moſt beautiful Son, which thrivd daily, 0 
was belov'd by every one that ſaw him : but the 
Mother, like a true Fenitent, ſpent her time in tu 
Siohs and Tcars, in order to make an Atonement m: 
tor her Offence ; and would not be comforted by be 
ary Ferſvaſions, This continuing, and the Child i 
t length obſerving the Sorrows his Mother un- b. 
derwent, took upon him one day to ask her the 1 
reaſon of her Diſcontent: to whom ſhe made fe 
this Reply: Alas Child, ſaid ſhe, I have reaſon u 
enough, the People abroad behold the Light and f. 
the Sun in its Splendour, but we are in horrid t 
Darkneſs and cannot behold one another. Moit t 
dear Mother, ſays the Youth, I never yet ſaw the * 
Sun in it; Splendour, as you talk of, I was born | 
:n his Priſon, as you cail it, and know nothing 1 
beyond it, if 1 have but Victuals and Drink, tis 1 
ali that I want or with, and I thould be fo far 
from bemoaning my Condition or deſiring to al- f 
ter my State, that I could be very well contented | ' 
to remain here all the Days of my Life. Whilſt“ 


1 he Mother and her yon were thus reaſoning | | 


the Mattert the Emperour with his Attendance | 
happen'd to paſs by rhe Priſon, and overheard all 
that had paſs d between them, and their mutual ! 


Condolements and Complaints made ſuch dees 


Impreſ- 
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vorth; Impreſſions upon him and his Courtiers, by whoſe 
ore igt Inter ceſſion he was fo tar prevail'd upon, that he 
e. by nmediately order d them to be ſet at Liberty, 
e and Which they enjoy d with perfect Eaſe and Iran 
Irery, quillity tor the Remainder ot their Days. 


Con- 

irate ! M O R A L. 

rd of 

' and ND th's we may look upon as an exa&t Em- 
n the blem and Repreſentation of the Caſe be- 


ne in tween God aud ourſelves : He has made an eter- 

ment mal and an unalterable Law, that whoever thall 

ed by be guilty of Adultery which in this place may be 
Child Juppoſed to fignify no more, than whoever ſhall 

r un- be inclin'd.ro any temporary Enjoyment or anv 

r the love whatever above the Love of God, ſhall ſut- 

made fer perpetual Impriſonment in the Regions of 
zaſon utter Darkneſs, yet notwithſtanding this Law, 
and ſuch is his Infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, that al- 
orrid tho many Sinners by their Adulterous Provoca— 
Moit tions have moſt juſtly deſervd this perpetual 
the Confinement, yet whenever they ſolemnly return 
born from the evil of their Ways, and are ſincerely 
hing | ſorry and affected for their paitOtiences his Come 
„tis | paſlion, like this good Emperor immediately in— 
far © rerpoſes for them, and he reſtores them to their 
o al- full Liberty, and grants them the fuirher oppor- 
nted | fanity of being happy to all Eternity; and as 
hilſt this Lady and her Son were releas d trom their 
ning wretchel Confinement by this good natur'd Em- 
ance peror, ſo God, ar the Interceſſiomof his Son, will 
1 all deliver the moſt miſerable Sinner, forget his for— 
ua! mer Offences, and take him again under his Fa- 
Jeeps therly Protection, as though he had never been 


preſ: 5 B 4 guilty. 
| 


0 . 
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guilty. The Child mention'd here and defir -. 
nothing but Meat and Drink, may well ſerve, 
for a Preſident to the great, and rich Men ont. 
this World, who that they may long enjoy thei: 4 gy 
carnal Deſires, and gratify and indulge their un- a 
ruly Appetites in this Life, have no regard 4 
either to Heaven or Hell; like this foolith t 
Boy they would freely ſuffer their Souls to be per- t. 
petually Impriſoned in this Body of Fleſh, with- 
out the leaſt Notion of their Enlargements, or 
any manner of Proſpect or concern, for thoſe In. 
finite Bleſlings and Enjoyments, that are Reſerve tio 
as a Reward to the ſuſt to all Eternity: Their W 
Caſe is deſperate, and unleſs from a ſerious Re- Fj 
fle&ion upon the Uncertainty of their Station ſo 
they could be induc'd to think of the davge» Rl 
rous Circumſtances they expoſe them'elves to, it 1 
will be Impoſſible for them, to eſcape thoſe dread- ay 
ful Calamities, and that perpetual Confinement 42 
which is allotted for them by the Juſtice of God . 


for their Ingratitude, Stubbornneſs and Contempt x 
of his Mercy. 
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deſir d 


ſerves, HIS I. NI 
len oH ntaint an Account of 4 . fer abe! Feaſt made by 4 


the great and generous Prince for the Entertainment of 
r un. al that would come and partake of it; and that 
egart”... among the reſt, 4 Blind and Lame Man made ſhift 
doliſh , ro get Admittance, and were equally Partakers wich 
x lch. the reſt of the Gampany, 
, OI A Certain great Kiug upon a Time made a 
e In- Magnificent Feaſt, and ſet out a Proclama- 
ſerve tion, that all who would come ſhould be kindly 
Her Welcome, and withal ſhould be entertain'd with 
Ne. Things of extraordinary Value. This was no 
tion fooner ſpread Abroad, but the Rumour preſently 
"Re fill'd the whole City, and among the reſt it reach d 
"> It the Ears of a blind and lame Man, the blind Mau 
ead- was a Man of Power and Wealth; but the 
zent dame Man poor, and utterly unable to help him- 
204 ſelf. Says the Blind Man to the Lame, you can- 
not be ignorant, my Friend,, of the great Good- 
neſs and unparallel d Generoſity of his Majeſty, 
© how he has Proclaimed a Feaſt for all that will 
come, and has promis d them conſiderable Pre- 
+ ſents beſides ;. but alas, alas, lam Lame and you 
are Blind, and conſequently neither will be capa- 
— dle to partake of . Come, ſays 
the Lame Man, Comfort yourſelf, for tho“ you 
are Blind, I can ſee the Way, and tho' I am 
Lame, you have Strength enough for us both: 
this then let us mutually reſolve upon; be you 
Feet to me, and I will be Eyes to you; my mean- 
T. ing is, do you who are very ſtrong take me upon 
t your Back. and cazry we and I will direct your 


4 Steps | 


| 


y &2ly Blind and Senſeleſs, he knows nothing at 


; firy, who through Poverty, and for want of the 
= neceſſary Supplies to improve themſelves in their 


| 


| 


veral Duties of 


1 
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Steps aright in the Way, for I can ſee per- 
tectly, and by that means we ſhall both go ſafe 
and fare as well as the reſt. This Propoſal was? 
no ſooner made than Embrac'd, and according]}y,s 
the Blind Man carries the Lame, and the Lame th 
Man carefully directs the Blind, by which means co 
they both got ſafe to the King s Palace, were Par- to 
takers of the King's Banquet with the reſt, and V 


likewiſe receiv'd the King's Preſents of ineſti- tc 
mable Value. = 
© al 

AM 0 R A L. ö ; n 

te 


LI. this gerous and magnificent King, ſo has h 
— our Saviour Chriſt dealt by us: He has pre- I 
pared and invited all Mankind to a magnificent 
Banquet, a Feaſt of Love, where he beſtows“ 
Gifts of ineſtimable Value to all that come. 
The Blind Man here repreſents a Man that is 
Rich and Powerful in all Secular Matters, by vir- 
tue of which he can do any thing here. In Se- 
cular Matters, but then on the other hand, as 
to all ſpiritual and Heavenly Matters he is per- ® 


r. 
a 
0 
n 

1 
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1 
4 
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all of ſpiritual Concerns, which are infinitely > 
more durable and valuable. The Lame Man im- 
phes many Learned and good Men in the Mini- 


Studies and in the other neceſſary Endowments, 
are a in many reſpeets uncapable to diſ- 
charge their Office, and to Inſtruct theſe rich 
Men, and to 7 * upon their Minds the ſe- 
Religion 28 they: would be, $4 
| | | * 


1 
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per- thay were not ſo hard preſs d by their Domeſtick 


ſafe ¶Neceſlities. And would to God all the rich Men 
wa would take this into their Conſideration, and re- 
ngly, ſdlve to make a more plentiful Proviſion for thoſe 
Lame that have Care of their, and other perſons Souls: 


ꝛeans committed to their Charge. [is a fad Spectacle 
Par- to ſee ſo many neceſſitous Miniſters of God's 
and Word, and how heil reſent it, tis eaſie 
teſti Fro Judge. I wiſh moſt of the Calamities- which 
 Eweof this Nation formerly felt, and which I an 
afraid we haye now no leſs cduſe to fear, may 
not in ſome meafure be the effects of the Coll 
tempt and Neglect of che Miniſters of God's 
„ haly Ward and Sacraments. It is certainly the 
Daty of rich Men ta tale che poor lame Labous 
a reld in God's Vineyard upon they: Shawders,, 
and can them to the Banquet; that is, they 
fort aud Support) them, that th 
e able to perform the great and folem 
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Jets forth the Miſerable State of Man at his Fall, e. 
' - and. his wonderful Reſtoration by the coming of our n 
Savio: That we ſhould keep always freſp in or Feit 
| | Minds his Death and Paſſjon, as 4 jure Antidote nc 
ll 0 ogainft Sin; all which is here ſet 42 in the e 
Cory ef a King's Daughter that mas e flowred and 3 } 
undone, till by a Kind and generous Man, She u 
.at length made happy and reſtor d. | 


* 


| ' 


1 TEN Reigned once in Rome a great King 
1 who had but only one very beautiful Daugh- Þ 
ter to whom by Right of Succeſſion of his Crown 
Vas to devolve after his Death or Demiſe ; and 

this being every where known in the World, a 
great Prince, but of ill repute, made his Court 
io ber with all the ſolemn. Vows and honourable 
| Promiſes he could think of, inſomuch that after 
che Death of her Father, he ſeduc'd her and De- 
If | Kower'd her, to her extream Grief and Diſcon- | 
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nt and to add to her Miſer ies he ex pell'd her 
Vom her Native Country, and forced her to wan- 
Fall, Mer as a Vagrant into foreign Countries. In this 
F or miſerable Condition full of Sorrow and without 
n or Fgither Friend or common Neceſſaries, She had 
idote o other Remedy in this deplorable State, but to 
n the i epair to the High-way Side, and thereto beg of 
i and the Paſſengers to preſerve her from Starving, In 
be t proceſs of Time it ſo came to paſs, that one day 
n Perſon of great Goodneſs and Honour happen d 
Fo paſs by that Way and ſaw her, and was imme- 
Ediately taken with her uncommon Beauty and 
Behaviour; he therefore went up to her, and 
with a great deal of reſpe&, asked her how it 
came to paſs, that ſo much ſeeming excellence 
mould be ſo miſerably expos d. Sir, ſays ſhe, I 
ham the unhappy ogy Daughter of a great King : 
and what's more, ſucceeded him in his Throne 
too; but a baſe and cruel Tyrant hath ſeduc'd 
N and debauch'd me, and whar s ſtill worſe, I have 
been driven, by him, from my Country, and 
conſtrain'd to wander into theſe unknown Parts, 
where I am conſtr ain'd to beg my Bread, as you 
XZ now ſee, May I preſume, ſays this noble Per- 
ling bn, to ask you a Queſtion : Will you eſpouſt 
ugh- yourſelf ro me? After ſome pauſe and due weigh- 
own ing the Matter, and after reflecting upon her 
and own wretched Circumſtances, the gave her Cons 
d, a ſent with a Modeſty becoming her Birth and hig 
ourt Quality. Proteſt then, ſays he, that you will 
able be true to me, and me alone, and I will wage 
frer MW War with this Tyrant, and attempt to reſtore 
De- you to your Crown and Dignity : It may be 
on- may dye in the Encounter, and if it ſhould fo 
happen 
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x | happen, all that I deſire of you is, that you will l 
keep my Armour for my Sake; you may perhaps 
have an Inclination to marry another, but then{W1 
l deſire you firſt go into your Chamber and view 
| | my Armour, and then conſider that tis the Pledge”? 
or his Love that dy d in your Quarrel, My Lord, 
replies the, all this I moſt faithfully promiſe, 
but then God forbid that in this Encounter you by 
| ſhould loſe your Life. Well he lov'd her, and 
Wh with all his might fought with and conquer'd . 
the Tyrant and cut off his Head, but in the 
Battle receiv'd himſelf a Mortal Wound, which 
in a little Time brought him to his Death ; 
however the was reſtor'd to all her Rights, and 
| he was Interr d in the moſt Solemn and Magni- # 
ficent manner. Long did this Queen lament his 
"© | Obſequies, and often would ſhe viſit his bloody 
| Armour as it hung in one of her private Rooms, 
and as often as ſhe ſaw ir ſhe ſtill wept bitterly : 
| |Mean time many great Perſons made their Suit 
1 to her, but before the would make them any Re- 
ſolve, ſhe would firſt go to the Chamber and view 
rhe Armour, at length ſhe burſt out into rheſe 
* honourable Expreſhons. O my dear Lord, my 
A deareſt Spouſe you died for the love of me, and 
reſtor'd me to my Inheritance, far be it from me 
then to be ungrateful to ſo good a Friend as ever 
to forget him, or to have any room in my AF- 

v1 feQions for any other hut himſelf ; upon which 

me went out and made her Suitors this gens 
ral Anfiver ': I have made a Vow to God that 
Iwill never marry any Man, in Sacred Vene- 
ration of the Memory of him deceaſed. 4. £ 


* 
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u will n her Addreſſors took their Leave and depar- 
r hape ted, and ſhe continued in a holy Chaſtity to the 
t then end of her Days. 


view | 

ledge” MOR A L. 

Lord, ; 3 

miſe, T* IS King is our Heavenly Father, and this 
1 beautiful Daughter repreſents the Soul of 


r youll 
and! Man, created after the Image of God, for whom 
fuer d the Kingdom of Heaven is prepar'd as an ever 
| the laſting Inheritance, but by the Seducements and 
hich Suggeſtions of a Nobleman, meaning the Devil 
th; who by his Original was an Angel of Light M 
She loſt her Title to it, and was fadly deflowred 
and undone by Eating the Forbidden Fruit; af 
is ter which, as we read in the Holy Scriptures, ſhe 
vas driven out of Parad ice and conſtrain d to fit 
in the Streets; that is, to ſeek her Living i 
the wide World, and to her Bread with the 
ſweat of her Brow, and from Paſſengers, by 
which is meant the four Elements, was compell'e 
to ſeek Alms for her 8 That Perſon o 
2 Honour that rode by and offer d her his Af 
ſtance in the Recovery of her loſt Eſtate, is the 
Son of God, who took upon him Humane 
ture and came down from Heaven, and ſuffer 
Death for the Redemption of all kind. 
Thou, O Man, didſt Promiſe in thy Baptiſin 
thou would ft have no other God, no other Spouſe 
no ather Love but him, and upon that Accoun 
it was, he condeſcended to take upon him ou 
Fleſh and our Nature, and to enter into this 
World, and to ſuffer for all Mankind. 


- — 
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He made War with the Devil for thy Sake, 
and overcame him, and yet in the Conflict he 
was gracioutly pleas'd to receive a corporal Wound, 
and thereby to exemplify his Favour, by reſtoring 
us to our forteited* Eſtate, and by giving us a 
new Title to the Kingdom we had toſt, and to a 
W oblige us the more to a conſtant Memory of his 
W Goodneſs and Compaſſion. rowing 
Let us therefore like this good Heireſs, trea- 
ſure up in thy Heart the bloody Armour, that is 
che Sufferings of Chriſt : Keep always upper- N 
1 moſt in thy Thoughts the Paſſion and Sufferings 
| of the Holy Jeſus, and conſider he underwent 
them all for thy ſake, nor flop thou here, but 
endeavour to follow his bleſſed Example as near 
Jas poſſible : Speak and AR as he did, and when 
any Temptation breaks in upon thee, and is rea- 
dy to circumvent thee in thy holy Reſdlutions; 
then reflect ſeriouſly what thy Saviour has done 
tor thee ; and that thy beſt Friend has ſhed his 
Blood for thy Reſcue and Preſervation : in do- 
Jing this, thou wilt effectually conquer all Temp- 
Wrarzons, and ſecure to thy ſelf a certain repoſe in 


che Heavenly Manſions. c 
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4 I i 
und, . which is ſet forth, How a Ning made a Law for 
ring # the 575 etual Celebration of his Son's Birth-Day : 
is ay which Story is ſhewn the Deſign of keeping the 
i to + # Sabbath-Day boly : I further ſhews, that God knows 
his tbe moſt ſecret Breakers of the Sabbath, and his 
ere Cmmpaſſin to all buneſt well meaning People, 
rea- who do their utmoſt in the Important Duty. 

t 18 2 7: | 


per- 3 HE N Tus Reign'd at Nome, he made 2 


ngs Law that all Perſons ſhould celebrate the 
ent Birth Day of their firſt-born Son, and ſo ſtrictly 
bur he commanded it to be obſerv'd, that whoever 


ear 1 ould do any thing ſervile upon that Day ſhould 
len We puniſh'd with Death. This being publiſhed 


eas through all his Dominions, he ſent for one of 


is; his moſt Skilful Magicians whoſe Name was Virgil, 
ne and ſpoke to him thus: 'Tis true, I have pub- 
lis liſh'd ſuch a Law, yet notwithſtanding there are 
lo- ; many that may ſecretly break it, and ( neves the 
p- viſer, and fo the intended Penalty cannot be 


in inflicted upon them; I deſire therefore that by 
ſome contrivance or other, you will find out of 
a Method to detect theſe private Offenders ' a- 

, MKEeainſt my Will; It ſhall preſently be done, fays 
Pigil, and fo by his Magick Art he concriv'd a 
Statue, and cauſed it to be ſer up in the City, 

: which from time to time would Inform the King 
fi of all the ſecret Tranſgreſſors of his Law, info- 
£4 much that Multicudes were accus'd and con- 
demn'd. Now there dwelt in this City, a Smith 
that uſed frequently ro work upon the Prohi- 
bited Days, as others did ; but as he lay 1 
a f . ed 


r Md Ramamorun. 


Bed, he had often melancholly Thoughts concern Pre 
ing it, and what a deal of Miſchief that Ma- ha 
ical Image was the Occaſion of. Whilſt theſe ec 

houghts were boiling in his Head he riſes up 
| early one Morning, being no longer able to con- Ma 
| tain himſelf, and away in a Rage he runs to the; @v 
Statue: Hark you, ſays he, the Miſchief and De. g 
ſtruction you occaſion is both inexpreſſible and gr 
intolerable, I my ſelf am under ſuclhi Apprehen- 
ſions upon your Account, I cannot reft; and 
therefore I am fully determined that unleſs you 
lk forbear and take better Methods, III break your 
Head, and thus having fad, home he re-“ 
turns: Anon comes the King's Officers as uſual, We 
i, to hear what News concerning the Breakers ot 
the King's Ordinance ; Lift up your Eyes, ſays 
the Statue, and look what's writ upon my Fore- 


head, and ſee what's there writ ; which they did 
8: accordingly, and find there this Sentence; The 
Times are chang'd, and Men are grown worſe, 
Ih and he that will venture to fpeak-the rruth,runs- 
dhe danger of having his Head broke for it; 
Begone, quickly, ſays the Image and tell the Em 
peror this, accordingly he goes with the Meſſage ro 
the Emperour ; who thereypon gave Orders im- 
mediately to his Soldiers, that they go ro the 
Statue and enquire who it was that had thus diſc 
MM. obligg'd ir, and who it is that had tranſpreſs'd, W 
cat the Perſon might be bonnd Hand and Foot, 
and brought before him. | 
l accuſe more particularly, ſays the Statue, a 
certain Smith naming his Name and place of A- 
| bode; upon which this Smith was immediately | 
ſeiz d and brought bound into the Emperour's 
n a c , Preſence,, 


K 1 
i 
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' reſence, who commanded him to tell the reaſon 
Mae at he preſum d thus to tranſgreſs the Law ? 


&f © 


>» 


theſe hecauſe, ſays the Smith, may it pleaſe your 
es upMajeſty, I cannot keep it; my Neceſſities and 
o con- Haily Expences obliges me to 5 eight pence 
o the very Day, which I cannot poſſibly do without 
d De. onſtant Labour: But why, ſays the Emperour 
e andre you bound up to juſt Eightpence a Day? 
ehen. May ir pleaſe you, ſays. the Smith, I am bound 
and Mn Dow and Conſcience to-pay Twopence through- 
Hut the Yearto my Parents for my Education, 


your and their Care and Goodneſs ro me in my Youth, 
re · Wand the rather becauſe they are now grown Old, 
ua), Wand in Want, and not able to ſupport themſelves; 
Ts of FT wopence more I weekly ſpend, as I believe it 
_ ys my Duty, vpon the Education of my Son, that 
"Ore- ſo when I am grown Old and unable ro Work, 
did ne may do the ſame for me as I do for my Parents 
The Mat this preſent ; rhe other Twopence I conſtant'y 
orſe, ¶ lay ous upon my Wife, who, tho' ſhe be of a 
runs. very froward and turbulent Temper; yet by the 


it; Laus of God and Man, I think my ſelf bound 
Em to ſupport her likewiſe; and the laſt Twopenee 
e to 1 expend in Meat and Drink, and other Neceſ 
im- f ſaries for my own dupport. And thus, great Sir, 
the I have told you my true Reaſons, and refer my 
dif WF ſelf to your Juſtice and Compaſſion. . Well an 


ſwer'd, ſays the Emperor, depart in Peace and 
dot, WM. follow your honeſt Labour. Some ſhort time at 

V terwards this Emperor dies, and the Smith, as 
* A Reward for his Wiſdom, was elected to 1ucceed 
A.- him, and after his Death the Citizens, to perpe 
ely nn _ i _— _ to be __ 
ur 8 or him with the word, Eightpence, Inſcrib 
ce,, upon it in Golden Letters. M C 
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MORAL. and v 
T4 | ied 8 
WE may ſuppoſe this Emperour to ſignify on” 
Heavenly Father, who has Decreed it 39 
mortal Offence to negle& the Commemorat ion 
of the Birth-day of his only Son Jeſus Chriſt, the | 
Lord s.-Day being a perpetual Feſtival ſet apart. 
by the Church, for that purpoſe : Hence it is, 
W - that in the Old Law we find it one of God's pe- 
mw culiar Commands: Remember to keep Hily tbe | 
Fabbath- Day; But to our great Shame and Con- 
Ffuſion be it ſpoken, more and greater Sins are 
committed on the Lord's Day than upon any 
other. There are too many Men, I fpeak it with 
a great deal of Remorſe, that follow their Buſi- . 
i neſs with Pains and Induſtry enough all the reſt } 
W of the Week; but when Sundays come, a Day | 
I that ſhould be always Sacred to the Service of 


N 
t 


= | 
God, they. devote themſelves ro Gameing, WF" 
Drunkenneſs and Whoring, and all other Kinds 
ef Vices and Follies, as if this great and Solemn i 
GFeſtival was ſet apart for no other purpoſe. Alas 
W poor miſtaken Creatures, without a ſpeedy Repen- 
W tance they will find a dreadful Account of this at 
Fj their latter nc. ; * 
hy him that made the Statue in a Metaphorical 
0 | way, may. underſtand the Holy 'Ghoſt ; who in 
every Pariſh has appointed Preachers and Teach- 
ers to Inſtruct them in the Duties of Religion 

and to direct them in the right Obſervation o 

of | the Sabbath-Day ; ſo that their breach of the 
*# Divine Law in this and other Inſtances of their 
Duty can be chary'd upon no body 1 


1 1 
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without all doubt their Puniſhment will be 
greater. at the General Day, when they come 
ou make up their grand Account. 711 
it 1am afraid when all- things are conſidered, 
tionJilte this Statue, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
the ll have but too juſt reaſon. to complain, that 
partie Times are grown worſe, and that the Men. 

is W this Age are exceedingly Improv'd in all forts 
Wickedneſs and Vice. If we look back into 
primitive Ages, we ſhall find a ſtrange and 
Naoſt univerſal Defection of all manner: of Vir- 


Jon 

are We and Religion, Atheiſm and Infidelity have 
any Mangely gain d ground among us, and the De- 
rich Ms Kingdom was never ſo Strong and Powerful 
uſt. ¶ the World as it is at this preſent. 
ret The Sentence in the Statue's Forehead ſeems 
Day point us to ma * and important Truths, 
of r to ſpeak Truth, with ſome Perſons, is be- 
ng, me a very great Offence, all nakedneſs and fayy, 
nds Weneſs of Heart is quite loſt; and the Man that 
mn fects plainneſs and downright Honeſty, as the 
las mes go, muſt expect to be but ill treated, for 
en- ording to the Apoſtle, ſome People will not 
at able to hear ſound Doctrine. | 


The Smith here may be properly ſaid to re- 


cal eſent every Honeſt and 'Juſt Man, that Labours. 
in aduſtriouſſy in his reſpective Calling, and the 


xpending the Fruits of his Labour in ſuch Juſt 
d equal Methods, that is here deſcrib'd in this 


Jy, 

of Weraphor ; we are to give Two pence to God; 
he it is to the Poor, who are his Repreſentatives, 
tio ad in the Scripture Senſe, he that gives to 


zem lends to the Lord, who will be ſure to re- 
V them manifold, Secondly, to our Saviour Je- 
Ius 


— 
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| 1 be enabled to — — Chriſtian Warfare, 
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ſus Chriſt, of whom the Prophet ſpeaks unto us, 
a Son is born unto us, an Heir is given, Thirdly 
To the Miniſters of the Goſpel, for their Car i 
and concern for the Preſervation of our Souls n 
which is a Debt which we owe not only to ou . 
Spouſe the Church, but is likewiſe their Inhe g 
rent and Hereditary Right, and the other Two 
pence to our Selves which is a Debt of Nature 
and muſt be paid, notwithſtanding all the Frai 
ties and Itregularities the Life of Man is ex pos d 
to; yet we are oblig'd to Support it. The 
wants of Nature muſt be ſupply d, that we may 


D 


and to paſs as chearfully as poſſi ble through this 
troubleſome Vale of Sorrow and Tears: we ought 
to keep up our Spirits with Temperance and So- 
briety, that we may be enabled to diſcharge our} 
Duty to God and our Neighbour, as becomes 
wiſe Men and goed Chriſtians. 


1 Geſta Romanorum. 
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Cari: Story ſhews that for wilful and deliberate Bliad- 
ouls neſs and Ignorance, there is no Mercy ; and on the 
» ou ther Hand, there is Forgiveneſs for all that tranſ- 
Inhe ęgreſs through Infirmity, and ag ainſt their Mills. 


wo 


0 


ture Here was once an Emperor that Decreed in 
Iail$ the City of None, that every Blind Man 
pos uld have five Pound a Year out of his Coffers : 
The w it happened, a Company of Idle Sottiſh Fel- 
may travelling through the City, took up their 
fare MWvarters at a great Inn, where they ſtay d ſo long 
 thidWring and Drinking, and enjoying themſelves, 
ht l their Reckoning came to an hundred Shil- 
185. Des; and not having Mony among them all 


cient to pay the Score, they informd their 
andlord, in a jeſting manner of their Condition, 
ho inſtead of giving any Credit, as they ſup- 
ds d, told them in down tight Terms, that they 
ere Strangers to him, and he would have his 
ony before he parted with them: TJpon this, 
tell into a ſecret Debate among themſelves, 
u they ſhould manage the matter: At length 
e of them ſtands up, ſays he, we all know the 
mperor has ſet forth a Proclamation, that every 
lind Man ſhall have five Pound; Now ſays he, 
t us caſt Lots, and upon whom the Lot fa S, let 
im be blinded ; I confeſs tis a very cruel Expe- 
ent, yet as Cafes now ſtands with us, tis the on- 
Remedy we are capable of: We are all ſubject 

d perperual Impriſonment, and therefore in my 
pinion, tis much better that one of us ſuffer, 
an we all; beſides, the Perſon that ſhall looſe 
ah. * ; 16 


I 
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his Eyes, will have the Satisfaction öf being our 
liverer ; and withal will be within the benefit 

of the King's Penſion for the Remainder of his 
Life. Excellent ſaid they all, and fo the | ors 
vere caſt, and whe ſhould the fatal Lot fall upon, 
but upon that very Man who firſt made the Pro- 
poſal; accordingly blinded he was, and carryed 
directly to the Palace-gate, where having knock d, 
one of the Officers came to him, whom, he re- 
queſted to go to the King, to let him know there 
was a certain Blind Man waiting without for his 
promiſed Munificence: III go myſelf, ſays the 
King asd look apon him, and having very care- 
fully and narrowly view'd him; well ſays the 
King, Friend what is it you want. with me ? Five 
pound, ſays the Fellow, according to your noble 
Declaration; why, ſays the King, I ſaw you 
ene at the Tavern, and then you had two 
yes and could ſee perfectly; I have therefore juſt 
Cauſe to ſuſpect you; but Sir aſſure your ſelt, you 
baſely and fooliſnly miſunderſtand the meaning 
of my Promiſe : My Promiſe only extended to 
thofe, that through Age or other Misfortunes, be- 
came Blind, and not to ſuch wretched Fools, who 
make themſelves blind with deſign :You are one of 
the/Number who wilfully loſt your Sight at the 
Favern to ſupport your Extravagance, and was 
the firſt of your wicked Crew that ftarted this . 
execrable Project; I command you from my Gate, 585 
and ſeek your Relief from ſome Body elſe, for 6. 
here you are like to get nothing ; upon the, whole, I. 
the Blind Sinner was forc'd to march off diſap- | = 
pointed, and tis eaſy to imagine what effects this 
ſevere and unexpected Repremand had upon 
EEC 


1 
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MORAL. 


THU S the King of Heaven does always deal 
1 with Perſons blinded by Folly and Igno- 
rance and given up to a Reprobate and Debaucht 
courſe of Life. To thoſe who Sin contrary to 
their Will and Inclination, or through natural 
Infirmity, to thoſe God is pleas d to allow an 
annual Pardon as is ſet foxth in this Emblem, but 
if by their own vicious and deprav'd. Appetites 
and Inclination, they wilfully and deliberately 
ſafer themſelves to be Seduc'd and Impos d upon, 
by the Wiles and Subtilty of the Devil and his 
Agents, and do not embrace all reaſonable Means 
to ſecure and guard themſelves againſt them, with- 
out a very deep thc ſolemn Repentance there is 
ſmall hope of Pardon for any ſich Perſons. 

By the Maſter of the Inn, we may underfland 
the il who is always rejoyc'd at ſuch ſort of 
Cuſtomers, who ſeem moſt agreeable to his own A 

ro | wicked Temper and Diſpoſition, he is ever rea- 
be. | dy to bring them Fuel to their Luſt, and to ſup- 
ho | port their Idleneſs and Debaucheries as much as 
of he is able; and then like the Landlord here men- 
the | £10n'd when he has drawn them into his Debt, he 
vas will never part with them till they have fatis- 
his fyd him to the utmoſt farthing; till they part 
te, with their Sins and Follies they can never get 
for | free from him, and that God knows is a very Gk | 
le, | ficult Matter to Perſons that are given upto a 
To Lewd and deſolute Life. | e 
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HAST: XI. 


By the Story of Hypomenes winning the Race from 
the (wif: Atalanta, is ſuggeſted the Lords dealing 


with us in our Race 


0 
be often ſuffers the Baal to aſſault 1s 


al Agems., 
—  Mtratagems 


1 


. 
* 
* 
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V trtue ; and likewiſe how 


with 514 


HE Lady Atalanta was ſo exceeding ſwift 
of foot, that her Father at the Deſire of ma- 
ny of his Nobles made an offer, that whoever 
ſhould over-run her in a Race thould have her to 


"Wife, but if the over-ran him, he ſhou'd imme- 
| diately be put to Death: For the Sake of her 
| great Merit, Cc. many undertook to run with 

2 but were ſtill vanquiſh'd and ſuffer'd aecor- 


dingly. At length one Hypomenes venter'd at the 
Prize, and having provided three golden Balls, 


and threw them 


own one after another in her 


Way, which the as often ſtooping to take up, he 


art | 
his 


5 won the 


. 


_ 


ſand a Humane Soul, and by her Father our 
Creator; the God of Heaven and Earth: This, 


- 


ike. 


_ 


MORAL. 


- 


this Virgin Lady, we may properly 


Race, and had the Virgin to 


, » * — 9 
1 7 
. Bäder 
u — 
rs ere 


Soul as, as long as ſhe dne e Pu- 
| rity, and is Govern'd according to the known 


will of her 


Father, does ſo un in the 


avenly 


| Race that ſhe obtains the Prize, tho innumera- 


ble Devils and Temptations ſtand in her way, they 
| andeed are conſtantly upon the Watch, endea- 


vourin Is 


4 


fire of the Hleſh : In our Manhood and Middle 


-unbounded defire of Riches: and yet all rhefe, 


Allurements by the Grace of God, and the Aſſi- 
ſtance of his Holy Spirit may be refiſted and de- 


mortal Enemy; and like this King's Daughter, 
he in the Moral loſes the Race, and gives the De- 
vil an eternal Advantage. may 
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vouring tohinder and' cirumvent her ; but ſtill 
the Divine Aſſiſtance ſhe is too many for 
them, andall their Temptations and Delufions 
cannot prevail upon her, This the Devil too 
well knows, but nevertheleſs is never Idle or un- 
active, but has all his Agents at work to deſtroy } 
and ſupplant her. METS +; 
The three grand Temptations which he gene- 
rally makes ule of in three ſeveral Stages and Pe- 
riods of our Lives are chiefly theſe, In Youth, 
he throws before us the Ball of Luſt, and the De- 


State, the Ball of Pride and Ambition, and rhe 
defire of Superiority ; And in our Old and de- 
clining Years, the Ball of Covetouſneſs, and the 


tho' indeed very great, and almoſt irreſiſtable 


* 


1 
1 


"4 
n 
1 
4 


feared ; but then if he ſtoops to any of theſe 
Baits, he puts himſelf into the Power of his 


— 
— — ä 2 W 
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4 HIST. FE Ry ih 
'By the extra y Harper, is Repre the bene⸗ 
ficial Muſick of Prayer and Preaching ; as alſo the 
danger of Souls, by the Counter-Charms and Delu-W 
fine be Beis... © Mi 
FITBERIUS the Emperor was a. Prince that 

wonderfully delzghted in Mulick, and it once 


= 


— 
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hapned that as he was going out a Hunting, he 
chanc d to diſcover the Sound of a Harp, which 
ſome Perſon touch'd with fo much dexterity, that 
it charm'd his very Soul; as ſoon as he could re- 
cover himſelf, he determines to find out from 
| whom, and whence it came ; ſoriding about, at 

length he came to a great River, upon whoſe 
| Banks fate a poor Man Har ping, with that exqui- 

Sante Skill, that the Emperor was the ſecond 
| "Lime quite charm'd with the Harmony: His 

Tranſport being ſomething abated, Pray tell me, 

ſays he. to the 15 from whence you derive all 
this Excellence. ay it pleaſe you, ſays he, for 
| more than. Thirty Years I have. liv'd upon the 
| Banks of this River ; where having by the Grace 
| of God arrivd tb ſuch a. faculty in this Muſick, 
that I can, draw even the Fiſhes to my Net; and 
by this means, I have conſtantly very plentifully 
| maintain'd my Self and Family; bur Sir, of late 
| there's a Man that keeps ſuch a conflantWhiſtling 
on the other Side of rhe River, that moſt of the 
[Fiſh now forſake me and go to him: You Sir, 
are Governor of this Place, and want neither 
{Wiſdom nor Power to do as you pleaſe ; I would 
| therefore beg of you, that ſince my Muſick is ſo 
{grateful to you, that you will give me ſuch Di- 
rections in it, that now at laſt I may not proceed 
in vain. Well, ſays the Emperor, III tell,you 
an effectual Remedy to prevent this Whiſtler; 1 
Have here a Golden Hook, take it and fix it with 
a Line to the end of a throw it into the 
Water, and then play again with thy Harp, and 
{ſo in ſpight of this Whiſtler, thou ſhalt be able 
[x0 take all the Fiſh thou haſt a Mind to: The 


| Poor 
. : * 5 
| 
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Poor Man did as he was directed, and the Piſle 
came to him again in great Abundance, and his 
Antagoniſt was forc'd to depart with the greateſt 
Agony and Diſgrace. 


MORAL 


UR bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, may in ſome 
reſpe& be liken'd to this Emperor Tiberius, 

who is greatly taken with the Harmony of Pray- 
ers and Thankſgiving, and is always Hunting at- 
ter the Preſervation of Souls, which 'the Devil 
and his Angels go about to devour. This great 
River wherein are the Fiſhes, "repreſents the 
World, which is fall of Sinners of all Sorts: The | 
poor Man by the Water-ſide, is he who has for- 
ſaken all for the fake of Souls; that is an ap- 
prov'd and learned Preacher of God's Word. This 
Man has a Harp, i. e. The Holy Scriptures, by the A 
glorious Harmony of which the Attra&s and. 
charms Sinners, and wins them to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 4 
But alas, notwithſtanding the exquiſite Skill 
of this Divine Muſitian, the Vile whiſtler Satan, | 
to ſeduce and entangle=unthinking- . Mortals, | 
which he conſtantly manages according to the 
different Manners and Capacities of the People; 
So that ſome he Calls to Sleep, others he makes 
ſtop their Fars to the Charmer, Charm he never 
ſo wiſely. Ifany of his Diſciples for faſhion ſake 


go to Church, he is even there attending upon 
them, and makes them negligent of the Prayers 
and Thankſgivings, ny of all the Solemn - 


3 in- 
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important parts of the Religious Worſhip * 
And hence it is that the Preachers ſhould beg of 
God, for the Golden Hook, the Divine Grace, to 
aſliſt them in Charming Sinners to Salvation. 
The Devil is continually like a roaring Lion, 
xoaring about, ſeeking whom he may devour; 
ought not Sinners thenefore to be upon their 
| Guard to, defeat this great Seducer ; he is conti- 
nually whiſtling for them, what can they do bet- 
ter then but from a due regard to the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, but to endeavour to. anticipate 
their Charms, and in Conſideration of that eter 
| nal R. ward which God has promis d them, to lay 
aſide all their Sins and Follies, and run with Pa- 
tience under Chriftian Prudence the Race, how 
difficult ſoever; which is ſet before them. 
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Thu Story of a great Man, a Dog, and an Aſs, implies | 


them in his Lap in the Day, and in the Bed 
at Night, and after they: grew _ ſo familiar with 
him, that they would lick his Face, and put thezul 
. freedoms ; 


to t 
Tootzligg. concladea that if he ſhould take tha 


therefore goes this Fooliſh Animal, and gets int i 
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the Danger and Folly of Preſuwption, more e(pecially- 
in things Divine and A. . 


| 


* 
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t Man took ſuch exceedin Plea 


4 


alis Dow: chat he uſually kept 


9 
1 
1 


Certain 


ſure in 


Feet about his Neck, and uſe many other wantanf 
s ; Now there was an Als that belong f 
him, who ſreing the behaviour, of the Dag 


fame Method, he ſhould likewiſe be admitted in 
'tothe ſame degree of his Maſter's favour ; away 4 


the Hall and falls to Braying, and leaping upolff 
his Maſter's A dirty, and bruiſe hit 
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important parts of the Religious Worſhip: 
And hence it is that the Preachers ſnould beg of | 
| God, for the Golden Hook, the Divine Grace, to | Thi 
| aſhſt them in Charming Sinners to Salvation- t 
The Devil is continually like a roaring Lion, i 
ftoaring about, ſeeking whom he may devour; 
| ought not Sinners therefore to be upon their 
| Guard to defeat this great Seducer ; he is conti- 
nually whiſtling for them, what can they do bet- 
ter then but from a due regard to the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, but to endeavour to. anticipate 
| their Charms, and in Conſiderat ion of that eter 
| nal R-ward which God has promis'd them, to lay 
aſide all their Sins and Follies, and run with Pa- 
{ tience under Chriſtian Prudence the Race, how 
difficult ſoever; which is ſet before them. 


r 


* 


This Story of a great Man, a Dog, and an Aſs, implies 


| A Certain 
them in his Lap in the Day, and in the Bedi 
at Night, and 
him, that they would lick his Face, and put theiiſ 


freedoms; Now there was an Aſs that belong df 
to him, who ſeeing the behaviour of the Dog 


therefore goes this fooliſh Animal, and gets int' 4 
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the Danger and Full of Pre ſumpiion, more e(pecially - i 
in things Divine and Holy. 
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t Man took ſuch exceeding Plea- 


A ſure in his little Dogs, that he uſually kept. 
ter they grew ſo familiar with 


Feet about his Neck, and uſe many other wanton 


fooliſhly. concludes, that if he ſhould take the, 
fame Method, he ſhould likewiſe be admitted inf 
tothe ſame degree of his Maſter's favour ; away 1 


the Hall and falls to Braying, and leaping upoifi 
his Maſter's Shoulders, and dirty, and bruiſe hirfſf 
| C 4 9 1 
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with his Feet: The Servants when they ſaw this, 
| conclude that the Aſs was run Mad, and to re. 
| venge this Indignity offer'd to their Lord, they 
| flew upon him, and beat him ſo terribly with 
their Sticks, that they almoſt broke all his Bones, 
and then drove him out again to the Stable, his 
Original and Proper Station. 


MORAL, 


Chet delight moſt certain does our Lord and 
Saviour take in thoſe able Miniſters of the 
HSoſpel, who are duly qualify'd for fo great and 
| holy an Undertaking,and doubly qualify'd doubt- 
| leſs are they to enjoy, through his Favour; his 
| Converſation in the day of this Life, and to 
{ Reſt with him in Peace in the Bed of eternal 
| Happineſs after their Death ; but thoſe Men who 
ke this fooliſh Aſs exceed their Limits, and go 
beyond their laſt, who on their own accord, be- 
ing neither le call d, nor duly qualify d to 
the Sacred Office, and yet have the high Pre- 
{| ſumption to pretend to it; altho' they may 
happen to eſcape the Puniſhment due to their 
! Offences in this Life, and perhaps may get ſome 
| ſhallow Fame and Reputation among People of 
j their own Perſuaſion ; yet in the next Life. they 
| muſt look for nothing leſs than to be treated like 
{this Ass, and to be repuls'd by the great Maſter 
| of the Univerſe, and to be kick d and beat by 
his Servants, and uſed. wtth the uttnoſt Scoru 
A Contempt. 2 
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e Sabtilty of an oy General in his Wars, 
th /hould be ſhould le 4 Preſident to all Chriſtian: to 
guard againft the Wiles and Stratagems of the De- 
is wil, and ſhems [sheije. how advijable it 16 to be 


conſtantly upon the Watch in all the Buſineſs of Has, 


F 


man Liſe. 


I! is Reported of a certain King, that when he 
d found by his utmoſt Power and Strength it was 
utterly impoſlible for him to overcome his Ene. 
mies in open War, he has recourſe to the fol- 
- [lowing Szratagems; he pretended a ſudden flight, 
s Hand leſt all-his. Forts, Garriſons, and Proviſions 
o to be. taken by the Enemy, among which. was a 
1 FB great quantity of infected Wine, which by the. 
) 
0 


1 un £ 


Lafuſton,of.3, certain Juice, threw ail that drank | 
of it into a dead and profound Sleep: The Cor- 
ſequence of which Project was this: The Enemy 
> | immediately. follows and ſeizes the Camp, and 
the Prize, and not ſuſpecting any Miſchief from the 
Wine,  waich. they were ſenſible rhe, King and 
all his Generals. uſed frequently to drink of, and 
to make them ſelves Merzy, they drank plentifully 
of it, and ſo fell into à dead Sleep, and“ then 
the King with his Forces return d upon them, 
and Slew them at their pleaſure. 5 


5 MOR ATL. | 
NN this is the Devils Stratagem againſt 
ſtout and refolute Chriſtians, whom he finds 

he can no ways by his open Force overcome, he 
pretends to fly from them, until he can by ſome i 
erer 
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to ruine us, and very often by trivial and unfore- 

7 ſeen Accidents. compaſſes his Ends: When we 

are leaſt aware of him he falls upon us, and by an 

* unknown Stratagem, as in the Caſe of this in- 

z toxicating Wine, 

| fall gradually in his Power, and are undone be- 
rend WK 
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| ſecret and treacherous Project draw them into an 


Ambuſcade. He Seduces them to go to the Ta- 
verns or Ale-houſes, and there to get Drunk and 
drown'd their Senſes, and then to fall into Mur- 


ders or Whoredoms, or any other Villanies. Let 


us therefore be wiſe as Serpents, and fas the Pro- 


verb ſpeaks, Look before we leap, and weigh 


every Action ſeriouſly before we venture upon it, 
and rather loſe our Advantage than run any mate- 
rial Hazard to the endangering of our Souls, 
which are Infinitely of more Value than any o- 
ther Conſideration can be. "Tis much better for 


us to loſe our Eftates, our Lives, and all that we 
| have, than to endanger our Immortal Souls which 
are of Ten thouſand Times more Value than 
tis poſſible for any Thing elſe to pretend to; Be- 


Aides, we ſhould always remember that the Devil 
makes uſe of the moſt vile and abje& Methods 


gers an Advantage, and ſo we 


the poſlibility of a Recovery, 
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1 T hisStory of a King's drinking Poyjon, ſhens hem apt 
wy Fin 1810 * and drowa'd the Soul. 
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II is Story d of another King, how his Ene- 
gh mies being paſſionately deſirous to put an end 
to his Days; but conſidering that it was Im poſ- 
{ible that this ſhould be done by open Violence, 
ils. chey therefore reſolve to give him a private Doſe, 

and accordingly there came one of them to his 


2 ſb TR 


80 Court in a mean and ſimple Habit, and caſt 2 
wh large quantity of Poiſon into the Fountain he 


ich frequently drank at; the King knowing nothing 4 
of the Treachery, continued to drink at the Four- 
pe. | Ain us uſual, till at length the Poiſon infected 
him, and ſoon afterwards, to the great Joy of if 
ids his Enemies, he gave up the Ghoſt. 1 


re- WY MOR ATI. * 
1 8411 * 

in. Ou Father den is juſt a Similitude of this 11 
King; the Devil inceſſantly waited for his 

Ruine, but could no Ways effect it, till by the 
- | Inſtigation of his Wife Eve, he was prevail di 
upon to Eat the forbidden Fruit. This was the 
Devil's Plot to deſtroy the Univerſal! Race ot 
Mankind, by poi ſoning his Heart the Fountain 
of Life in which God ſo much delighted, and from 
hence did proceed thoſe fatal Streams of corrupt 
Affections, the end of which had been Eternal 
Death and Damnation, if God in his Mrtrcy hadi 
not interpos'd; and ſent our Saviour Chriſt eq 
reſcue us from his Slavery; and to give us a condi 
tional Proſpect of eternal Ha ppineſs. HIST 
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HIST. XVI. 
Sets forth how exceeding valuable the Soul of Man's 


in the Eye of God, and that the Fleſh is one of Þ 


its preateſt Enemies; So that Man as the Guar- 
dian and Steward of the Soul, ſhall be accountable 
for bis Care of it at the great Day, and be puniſh d 
for the Neglect of his Duty upon this Account. © 


A Certain Emperor of mighty Wealth and 

Power, had an only Daughter very fair and 
beautiful, whom he committed to the keeping of 
Five Knights, whom he had created for that Pur- 
poſe; This Emperor had likewiſe à Steward, and 
a Dog ſo fierce and curſt, that he: was. fore'd to 
have him tyed up to prevent his doing Miſchief ; 
| both which however he was greatly pleas d and 
dclighted with. Upon a Time it fell out, that 
this Emperor determines to take a Journcy 
into Foreign Parts, and gave the Steward a par- 
ticular Charge 8 his Daughter, the five 
Knights, and the Dog. Pray take Care, ſays he, 
that the Virgin come to no Damage; let the 
| Knights ſuffer no Want, and let the Dog be kept 
in his Chains, and do not pamper him up, but 
q rather let him ſuffer Hunger, that ſo his ſurly 
E yo:atious Nature may be a little check'd and 
ET abated ; All which the Steward did moſt ſdlemn-- 


* Promiſe to obſerve, and ſo the Emperor ſets 


out upon his propos d Expedition; but alas, this 
wicked Steward did all by Contraries. The Dog 
ne always fed with the Beſt, neither did he mind 


this Chain as he ought : the Daughter wanted 
| common Neceflaries, and her Guards, for wan : | 
anna toge net 3 


| one place to anorher. 
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of their Salaries were conſtrain'd to diſperſe } 
themſelves, and to wander like Vagrants, 'trom 
The Daughter thus neglected, and in Want, 
walk'd about the Hall, weeping and making moſt | 
fad and pitiful Complaints, and finding himſelf | 
alone, and ſeeing no Eye over him, broke 
looſe from his Chain, and tell upon and kill'd the 
poor diſtreſſed Lady for whoſe Loſs great Le- 
mentation was made all over the City. | 
When the Emperor came to hear the melan- | 
cholly News of the Death of his beloved Daugh- I 
ter, his Bowels moved, and his Heart melted i 
within him; ſo he call d for his Steward to know ÞÞ 
the Reaſon of ali theſe. wicked Proceedings in 
the miſ- management of his Daughter, her Guards, 

and the Dog, but he was ſtruck dumb, nor could 
he offer one Reaſon in excuſe for himſelf; ſo he 
was committed to the Iormentors, and being 
bound Hand and Foot, was caſt into a:burn- 
ing fiery Furnace ; All his Subjects commendedſ 
the Emperor for this; and: concluded it was no 
more, than what fuch execrabie Villany moſt i 
juſtly deſerved. © þ 2616 e463 ee 
| MOR AL. 
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IN this Story likewiſe the Emperor may be 
ſuppoſed to ſignity our Lord and Saviour Je- i 
ſus Chriſt ; his only moſt beautiful Daughter, che 
Soul of Man, which was firſt Made after his own 
Image: For the Guard and Attendants to this 
beautiful Daughter, theSoul, the Lord was plex 
ſed to appoint the Five Senſes, who to enable 
them to perform theTruſt repos d in them, were to 
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be arm'd with Faith and Good Works, and to 
be ſupported by the Grace of God. The Dog 
may imply our wretched and vile Fleſh ; which 
as St. Paul obſerves, is ever Warring againſt. thef 
Soul; and continually labouring to Supplant 
and 8 it ; and conſequently that Dog ought 
always to be tied up in the following Chains, 7. e. 7] 
the Love of God, an awful Fear to offend him, 
and a Shame and Horrour againſt all manner of G 
| Sin and Wickedneſs. | | * 
Firſt, By the Love of God above all other ©" 
| worldly Things, this curſed Dog ought to be 
bound to conſider, that he is in himſelf the moſt 
Powerful, the moſt Juſt, and the moſt Beautiful; A 
and ſo in all other Perfections the moſt excellent 
Being; from whence all the Attraction in any 
bother of the Creatures do naturally ariſe, and in} ©: 
*# whom they wonderfully concentre, and Immenſly | 
* abound, and then in Conſideration of what he 
has done for us, and does ſtill continue to do 
4 for our Preſervation, F 
| ,, He Created us at firſt, gives us all the good 
| Things we now poſſeſs, or are capable to enjoy, 
either in this, or in the Life to come, and the 
better to fit us for theſe great Enjoyments has 
Ss Redeem'd and Purchas'd by no lefs a Price than 
tde Death and Sufferings of his Son, the only 
Son of his Love: Nor can this Love of God have 
any the leaſt Appearance or Iaffuen ce upon us, 
| unleſs we bridle and ſubdue all Innordinate 
Appetites and Deſires and reſtrain ourſelves, 
5 very Thoughts from all manner of Vice and 
ron. W {AST | 


* 


Secondly, 
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ys Secondly, This unruly aud ungovernable Fleſh 
10h or he to be conſtantly chain d and kept 
ich of ours, ought to be conſtantly chain p 


der a ſtrict Diſcipline, as this Dog ſhould have 
been by the Emperor's Order, in Conſideration 
hr that God is a moſt Juſt and Righteous Judge, and 
deſervedly condemns all Sinners at the laſt Day. 
Thirdly, It ſhould be always bound up by the 
Shame and Horror againſt Sin in conſideration of | 
God's Omnipreſence,and Omnipotence ; for moſt F 
her] true it is, we can never Sin out of the Im- 
del mediate Eye of Almighty God. Our moſt mi- 
nute Actions and inmoſt Thoughts are every Mo- 
ul: ment open before him; e knows our moſt remote 
and diſtant Inclinations, upon which account, 
certainly we cannot do better than to Chain 
them up, and reſtrain them as much as poſſible. 
if. The Steward here may ſignif Man, unto whoſe 
Care and Government the Sou}, the five Senſes, 
dol and the Fleſh are committed by this Emperor, i.e. i 
Almighty Gol; in order to Gcverfi them well; 
that when or Saviour, Wall cant ar the Eaft hay, 
weak the World, he may be able to render a 
uft acd hunt of his Stewardihip. There are alas, 
ut too many Wicked Men, that M this unhappy 4 
whid, thYtnetther love nor feat God, nor are 
s do not ſeti- if 
hon the Motives Hy Hove to it, and fo A 
Sel, 2nd-hinder its attending the i 
Senſes their proper Aliments, and ſuffer their 
ungovernable Fleth by too much Indulgence, like 
this Dog to break the Chain, and at laſt to kill 
that moſt valuable Part of us, that moſt beloved 
of God the Soul, their moſt precious and Immor- 
tal Part, Theſe Men like this Steward, can have 
Sata” 
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W 6.4. Geſta Romanorum. 


nothing toanſwer for themſelves, when the Lord 
comes, and fo can expect nothing hut to have 
the fatal Sentence denounc'd againit them, Co yef 
curſed into everlaſting Fre; and fo ſhall imniedi— 
ately be bound hand and foot and caſt therein 
for ever and ever. We ſhould therefore take þ 
care in Iime, and conſider and apply theſèe great 
1ruths to our Selves. | 


— — 


| HIS T. XVII. 
| Thu ſhews the excellency of Repentance, and that one 
god turn deſerves another, and that Kindneſſis 
| « ſhould never be forgot, as the Lyon did fer pulling 
& the T horn ous of bis Foot. i „ 12 


U 


ACertain Nobleman tocłk great delight in Hunt- 
ing, and as one day be wZvas riding byſa 
Wood -lide following his Sport; a Lyon came 
hopping out to meet him, and ſhew'd him his 


Foot, upon which the Gentleman got off from his 


Ho t ſe 
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Horſe,and in pity Searches and Diſcovers a Thorn, 
ve which he kindly pulls our, and puts Ointment in- 
Ye Fro the Wound, and the Lyon ſoon became well 
again: Soon after, the King hunted this Way, 
in Band happen'd to take this very Lyon, and for ſe- 


ke Weveral Years, kept him cloſe under Ground in a 
at Neep Pit. It hapned that the Gentleman, the 
Lyon's Friend, had tranſgreſs'd the Law, for which 
_ He thought it proper to fly and make his Eſcape, 
nd to the ſame Wood took his Courſe, killing 
and deſtroying every one he met in his Way; 
e not long after this he was Taken, and Sentence 
ſos was paſs'd againſt him that he ſhould be Caſt in- 
to the Lyons Den to be devour'd ; and in order 


o make the Lyons the more 'fierce and hungry, 
Orders were given that they thould have no Meat 
for a confiderable time before. The Man was 
orely troubled at this ſevere Sentence, and as he 
ay in the Dungeon trembled continually at the 
approaching Time ; but when he was: actual 
ommitted to the Pit, to the Aſtoniſhment of al 
that ſaw it; the Lyon remembring him again, in 
ſtead of tearing him to Pieces as was expected, 
elt to fawning upon him, and complemented him 
he beſt he could in his Way, and expreſt a great 
deal of Joy ,and Satisfaction upon the Sight of 
him. Thus the matter continued for fomie days, 
ill the King in Admiration of what had hapned 
order d the Man to be drawn our of the Pit, arid 
ask'd him ſerioufly what might be the Reaſon 
Frhis his wonderful Preſervation £© Then he told 
he King the Story at length, as is before related. 

ell, fays the King, ſince this grateful Lyon has 
had ſo much Mercy, ſo will T too, with this Pro- 
vill on, 
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viſton, that you mend your Life for the Future 
This the Man ſolemnly promis'd, and according] 
the Man was pardon'd, and from that Time con 
tinued to reform his Life, liv'd well for a long 
Time, and at laſt ended his Life in Peace. 


MOR AI. 


TH IS Man of Quallity who delighted ſo muc 
in Hunting, may properly ſignify a Carn 
worldly Man, who employs all his Time an 
Thoughts in ſeeking after the Goods of thi 
World. By the lame Lyon may be underſtood th 
whole Race of Mankind, who were cripled b for 
Sins of our firſt Parents, till the Thorn, Original 15, 
din was drawn out by Baptiſm, and the Woun P, 
healed by the Oyntment of Virtue and the Chr: 
ſtian Graces, Atter this, this unhappy Gentle; N 
man Rebell'd againſt his King, even the Lord A 
mighty, the great Governour of Heaven ang. 
Earth, which he does as often as he commit 
any mortal Sin, and thereby deſtroys the Effi cac 
of that Spiritual Grace he receiv'd in his Bay 
tiſm ; but the Lyon, that is Mankind in genera 
when he is taken and ſubdued, i. e. Influen 
by the Divine Precepts and is caſt into the Pit c 
Sorrow and Repentance, becomes like this gratqhin- 
ful Lyon leſs fierce: and ſoon after grows a neſo J 
Creature, „ | d 
This ought to be a Precept and an Example tpeni 
every Man of Quality, I mean, to every one diqitic 
nify d with Humanity, and then he may be fe ng 
cure, not only from this voratious Lyon, i e. hi, « 
Natural Sin and Folly, and all the Dangers an} jus 
| uncon 
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ncomfortable Fears and Troubles of this Mortal 
ite, but he may be alſo poſitively aſſur d that 
Pod will Pardon all his Offences, from the Sin- 
erity of his Repentance ; and then like this No- 
leman, he has all the reaſon Imaginable to de- 
nd he will be forgiven all his Sins, and be made 
lappy here, and more Happy hereafter. 


nuc — — 

I H1ST. XVIII. 

ch he Judge remitting the Sentence of Death from the 
R 6 Adulterer at the earneſt and charitable Requeſt of 
4 11 One of the Dabauch d Mimen, ſhews a great C m- 
182 fort for Sinners in general, more eſpecially that 
NY there is certain Salvation for all true and ſincere 
ound Penitents. 
hi | 
men N the Reign of one of the Roman Emperors, 


there was a Law made, that if any Man vio- 
ted the Chaſtity of a ſingle Woman, he ſhould 
1830 e put to Death, unleſs the Perſon abus d ſhould 
ept of him for a Husband. Now it ſo fell out, 
hat a certain Lewd Perſon had broke this Law 
55 vith two Ladies, and with both againſt their 
TX Minds; One whereof was ſo incenſed that no- 
3'Jhing would ſerve, but ſhe would have him pur 
neſo Death; but the other being of a more mild 

d gentle diſpoſition, and finding him a true 
le t enitent, choſe rather to conſent to the hard con- 
> dig ition, and to take him for her Husband. At 
de Aength the Offender war Taken and carried be- 
e. Wire the udge, and according to the Statute, the 
5 Wijur'd Perſons were bound over to Accuſe and 
ncon | Try 
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Ba onſent without Portion, ſnould conſent to ac- 
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Try him, which they did accordingly ; And the Cov 
W firſt, ſtrongly 4 4a to have the Law put in Exe is 4 
cution againſt him: Bur the Second begg'd ura; 
might be ſaved, tho' the ſhould be thereby oben: 
ligd to become his Wife; ſays ſhe to the firſt, I lea 
muſt own your Petition is Juſt, and conſo6nanorth 
to the Law; yet my Requeſt is Legal too, and leſ 
Severe; and therefore, with ſubmiſſion, I think 
it more proper to he granted by the Judge 
Theſe were their ſeparate Queſtions and De- 
mands, and they expoſtulated the Caſe befor 
the' Judge, who at length gave Sentence in fa 
vour of the ſecond Sufferer; and ſo they were 
accordingly Married, which put an end to the 
Proſecution. | | 


ont al 
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HE Supream King of Heaven and Earth, mayſþd t. 
be ſaid in ſome meaſure to be like this Empe- q.] 
ror, and this Debauchee may be eompar d to everypon 
Sinner, who violates thoſe two Holy Women zpr M 
Juſtice and Merey, who are both the DaughtersPelu 
of God himſelf, The Raviſher appears beforePpitic 
the great Judge of the World; as all Mankind,pſht 
as they muſt do, when their Souls ſhall be ſepa- 
rated from their Bodies, the firſt Ferſon, injur'd 
Juſtice, alledges againſt the Criminal the Equity 
of eternal Punithment, as the proper Wages off H 
every Sin; but the other Daughter, Mercy, whichf ot 
is abundantly Inherent in the Divine Nature, in- ten 
terceeds, that upon his Contrition, he ſhould ra- ann 
ther be forgiven and live. Now this, mechinko, For! 
thould induce all Sinners, rather to enter upon Ge 
f a Ccurſe 
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hell Courſe of Penitence than fall to Deſpair ; but 
ve. Dis at the ſame Time ſhould by no means en- 
hefourage Preſumption; for to ſuch the Judge of 
Ob. len and Angels will eome at a Time when he 
, I leaſt ſuſpected, and they ſhall feel a judgment 
auWorthy of God. 

leſi 


ink 


„HES . 
V„tains an Argumant againſt Deſpair, and a Motive 
| to Repentance. 


erg / E have been told that it was anciently a 
the Cuſtom among the Romans, that when ever 
icy Beſieg d any of their Enemies, Cities or 
orts; their Cuſtom was to light a Candle of 
ich a length, and as long as that continued to 
urn, there was room for the Overtures of Peace, 
mayſid to give free Pardon to all forts of Perſons, 
pe- ow great foever their Crimes might be, but as 
reryÞon as the Candle was out there was no Grounds 
en pr Mercy, no Redemption to be had, but every 
tersÞelinquent was ſure to fall a Sacrifice to injur'd 
forehſtice and Mercy, and that without the leaſt 
ind, Pſſibility of a Repriev 
epa- | 
u 0 MOR AI. 
uit) 
s Hs truly God's dealing with ſinful Men; 
hichf our Hearts the chief Habiration of the Soul are 
in- ten Beſieg d with evil Concupiſcence, and all 
d ra- anner of Vices and Follies [by the Devil, the 
inks, Vorld and the Fleſh ; but it has pleas d Almigh- 
pe God to give to all Pexſons within the Pale of 
;urte » OH 
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the Church, Time, while their Candle is burnſi. 
ing, be their Iniquities never ſo great, with Tearh;cr, 
and holy Sorrow to make their Application Hie 
him, and upon their ſolemn and true Repentance It 
and hearty Repentance he will re inſtate them 2 
gain in his Favour, forget and forgive all thei 
former Faults, and place them within the compa! 
of a Poſlibility of being Eternally bleſſed an 
happy. | ET 

ow upon this Account, in confideration 06 
the great Goodneſs and Compaſſion of our gra 
cious God, our whole Lives ought to be taken u 
in doing the Works of Penitence and Satisfatio! 
nor is it poſſible for any one to Periſh, who is ſi: 
eere and ſtedfa ſi in the Performance of the ne 
ceſſary Duties. 

God is no cruel, fickle or inconſiderate Being 
He deſires not the Death of a Sinner; He is th 
very Fountain and Original of all Goodneſs an 
Compaſſon, and all the Rivers of Mercy did p v. 
firſt low from him directly, and therefore wil; ex 
never ſuffer any Soul to miſcarry merely througfhhic 
Self-Will or Reſentment, nor without its our h 
voluntary Impediment ; that were to make hig m 
like one of us, as-barbarous, ungrateful, and uſbe | 
ſtable as we are. Je, « 

He is Wiſdom and Power in an Infinite d&:r 
.gree, and therefore eannot be guilty of ſo Inys t 
prudent an Act to make any Soul in vain. He haþzye 
the Perfection of unchangeableneſs and cannqr if 
Lye, and as he confirm'd in his Word, the Hoſfady 
Scriptures, that he has ſent his only Son into tand 
World to be the Propitiation for every Sin, ane R 
that all migtu be fav d, and has likewile ſaid thy; 
K. 1 W RE Se, 7 


Or « 
iſu 
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he Sinners way; are grievous to him. Know 
earYicrefore, O Man, that thy deſtruction is of thy 
n tl, and of thy ſelf only; it is becauſe thou wilt 
nce ot come unto God in Time, while thou haſt 
n Y;ſure and oppor tanity to ask his Forgiveneſs, 
theißhid to approve thy ſelt Righteous as the Gofpel 
\paWirects; tis his defire thou may it have Life be- 
ane thy Candle is extinct, and before thou art 

:compa's'd with Darknets and the ſhadow ot 
n Peach. 


gra 
nu 
tion 'y the King giving bis Kingdom to bis Slothful Son, is 


is 11: ſhewn that flothful Perſons are the Devils moſt uſe ful 
e 1 ad beloved Children. 


ing 


* DOlinus the Emperor had three Sons, which he 
s t 


mutually loved with great Tenderneſs, and 
s anfitreamly buſy was he one day in his Thoughts, 
id p which of them he ſhould leave his Kingdom 
e wilfter his Death ; he call d them to him, ſays he, 
ougyhich is the moſ} ſlothful of yos three Yourhs, 
_ owiÞr he that is, I am determin'd ſhall Succeed me 
e hi my Kingdoms. Truly then, ſays the firſt Son, 
1d ulſhe Kingdom is mine; for were | prog by the 
de of a, great Fire, rather than riſe from my 

te dar, I ſhould rather chooſe to be burnt. Nay, 
o hi ys the Second, that will not do, for with your 
Je lavel am more, I am much more Lazy than you, 
annÞr if J had a Rope about my Neck, and was juſt 
2 Ho! ady to be nd of, yet if I had a Sword in my 
wo Uand, and, by. lifting up my Hands might cut 
1, Whe Rope and ſave my Life; yet is my Idleneſs ſo 
id th ry great, that I will not do it, even upon that 
i 777. Cee EI | account, 
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account. But ſays the Third Son, my Idlenefs i 
ſtill greater than either of yours; for as I lye up 
right in my Bed, and tho Water drops.throughſ: 
the Cieling upon both my Eyes, yet for very Slug 
giſhneſs I will not move my ſelf ; nay, my Heat 
out of the way to either Side to prevent it. Th 
King hearing the Declaration of his Third Son 
gave the Kingdom to him, as judging him th 
moſt Slothful. Fa 


is 
he 
DIL 
: 


MOR AI. Wo 


es 

1H IS King is exactly of the Nature of the Dal 
1 vil, who is the King and Father of all Soriþe 
of Pride and Wickednefs, By the firſt Son i 
meant here all ſuch as are got into bad Com 
pany, ſuch as Drunkards, Adulterers, Fornica 
tors, and the like, by the Fire of whoſe Alure 
ments he had rather be burnt than ſeparate hi 
ſelf from them, as it muſt and will moſt certai 
ly happen if not prevented by Repentance and 
* of Life. | 1 

e ſecond Son does very properly Imply, t 

Unhad py Men, who tho "They ſeem to be encirfvho 
cled with thoſe ſtrong and dangerous Ropes pelo 
their Sins, and to be bonnd therewith, and bs ew 
ready to be hang'd thereby upon an 570 12 
lows in Hell, yet ſuch is their unaccountable Laf-mp 
zineſs, Folly, Pride and hardyed Wickedneſſo M 
that they will not ſo much as ſtretch their handgo a 
and fave themſelves by cutting thoſe fatal 0 „ Lear, 
by a timely and well-grounded reſolution to-Refas4 
pencane amen eee | Fre 
FER U 


l 
8 
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si The third Son is One who hears Diſcourſes of 
uhfzthe Joys of Heaven and the Torments of Hell: 
»ulMand yer for very Sloth will not remove himſelf 
lugWrom his accurſed habit of Sin and Wickedneſs ; 
leaF1o, he has no Notion of removing himſelf from 
hoſe poyſonous drops of Iniquity that fall upon 
is Eyes, and blind his Reaſon, tho' invited 
hereto by an everlaſting Weight of Glory ; nor 
on the other, will he deter from the Evil of his 
ays, tho' allarm'd and frighted by the Horrors 
of Damnation, and all the mĩiſerable Conſequen- 
es that ſuch Slothful Sinners, in thoſe dreadful 
e DeÞLakes of Fire and Brimſtone that ere never to 
SortÞbe extinguiſhed, 
on 1 
om 
nica 
ure 
hi 


tail 


_—_ 


A8. = 
this Story is ſet forth, that nothing can Cure a ſick | 
Soul but Heavenly Medicines, and that ſame are 
.Gurable and others not. EST 


HEN the great Gorgonins Govern'd the Em- 
,tho pire, he Married a moſt beautiful Lady, by 
enciffrhom he had one Son; the Child grew, and was 
pes ofpelov'd of every body; but ſo it fell out, that a 
id juffew Years after his Birth his Mother dy d and 
honourably Interr'd, and a while after, the 

I LaE-mperor was adviſed by many of his Nobility 
dneſiſo Marry again, and accordingly he was married 
handſo a ſecond Wife; but this Wife would by no 
Rope deans brook this Son by the Firſt, nor indeed 
o Reas ſhe commonly Civil to him. The Emperor 
erceiving what Intolerable Indignities ſhe daily 

ut upon the Lad, and 1 that ſhe wowne 
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be better contented if he were remov'd from her, En 
xeſolves to ſend him away into a Foreign Coun- hac 
trey at a great diſtance. The Son thus baniſh'd, ur 
Studies hard abroad, and becomes a great Profi-Þ } 
cient in the Knowledge of Phyfick ; ſnſomuch Þ+he 
the Fame of his great Skill and Knowledge ſpread ff pof 
it ſelf into every Countrey. The Emperor more] Rer 
particularly was greatly rejoyc d to hear ſuch a] for 
celebrated Character of his Son, and in a ſhortÞ 
Time ſtood himſelf in need of his Aſſiſtance, for Is 

ſhortly after he fell dangerouſly ill, and ſent for 2 rie 
his Son to come with all ſpeed and Cure him, if nor 
poſſibly he could; the Son immediately obey d that 
his Father's Order and came to him, and ſoon re- 


Li 
Fee 


Lhe 


ſtor d him to bis former Health, which was nok{,q, 


{mall Addition to his Reputation. alc 
Soon after this the Mother in Law fell Sick and 
even unto Death, to the great Grief of the Em- | 
peror her Hus band. the Phyſicians there- 
abouts tried their Skill to no Purpoſe; at laſt the 
Emperor deſires his Son to undertake her Cure, Ii 
No Sir, ſays he, I beg leave to deny your Requeſt, 1 
Why chen, ſaid his Father, you ſhall be baniſhed gain 
again? If you do ſo, ſays the Son, you do mende. 
reat Injuſtice, and Sir, you know when you P. 
aniſh d me at the Suggeſtion of this Step: mother, is I 
my Abſence was the Cauſe of your Sickneſs, and if} 
my Preſence of your Recovery; but that whichlloric 
reſtor d you, my Preſence, muſt have a quite diff. ha 
ferent effect upon her; tis the Cauſe of her Sor- 
row and diſturbance, and conſequently of here 
Sickneſs too, and therefore I rather chooſe to go 
a great diſtance from her, than to ſtay here and 
attempt in vain to Recover her. But ſays the 
_— | Empe- 
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r, Emperor, ſhe has the very ſame Diſtemper that I 
n- had, and conſequently the ſame Medicine that 
d,F curcd me, will Cure her likewiſe, 
fi- My moſt dear and much honoured Father, ſays 
-h the Son, tho? ſhe has the ſame Diſtemper, yet diſ- 
ad Epofition is not the ſame, ſo that what was your 
re Remedy will be her Deſtruction, What I did 
a Por you, you kindly receiv'd, and was Glad to 
ort Fſce me when I had the Honour to come into your 
or Þ ight; but 'tis quite contrary with her, the was 
Or Boriey'd at my Approach, and would be much 
itÞmore ſv if I. thould ſpeak to her, and more than 
y Ufithat if 1 ſhould touch her, beſides one of the 
re'Frhief Things in every Patient is, that they ſhould 
no ſchooſe and approve their own Phyſician, by this 
 _ Þneans, the Son wiſely evaded the Undertaking, 
ick ſand in a very ſhort time after, the Empreſs expir d. 
m- 
ere- \ MOR A L. 
the . 2 
ure, 1 S an Impoſlibility for any Man to be Cured 
eſt, of the Malady of his Sins, and go to Heaven 
hed Boainſt his Will. By this Emperor we will there 
mefinderſtand our firſt Parent Adam, an Inhabitant 
youpt Paradice, and who had the whole World for 
her, Þis Dominions. He was married to a moſt Beau- 
andſiful Wife the Soul; which was created after the 
hichflorious Likeneſs of God himſelf, and with whom 
e dil-e had a Son, our Bleſſed Saviour in the State of 
Sor- Humanity; This Wife, the Soul, ſoon after died 
F hetÞfter a ſpiritual manner, by the voluntary Tranſ- 
to gafreſſion of the Divine Law, and then Sa ſame 
amaflan was married again, i. e. to Sin and Infirmi- 
chef, and ſo was juſtly depriv'd of his Original Em- 
8 n Fire. 
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pire turn d into the wide World, to ſhift for him- K 
ſelf, and there ever ſince by the ſweat of his Brows ta: 
he has been conſtrain d to get his Bread. | all 
This Eternal Son of God, being of Adam's Pro- ne 
geny according to the Fleth, was pleaſed to De- | fel 
fend from Heaven, to take upon him our Infir- þ Fo 
mities, and was made our univerſal Phyſitian, it 
and has had ſuch Infallible Succeſs that his Fame! 
is ſpread both in Heaven and Earth, and even in 
Hell it ſelf ; but our great Father Adam, fell grie-f 
vouſly of many Infirmiti es both in Soul and Body; By 
in Soul being ſeparated from God and number d! 
among the Damn'd ; and in Body having loſt his} 4 
Glory.and Honour, in being expell'd from Eden,! TE 
and from the preſence of God; and yet however,, 
was at laſt perfectly cured and reſtored by this Su- 
pream. Doctor of all Doctors Jeſus Chriſt, IS 
But this Step-mother, who in a Meta phoricalſ** 1 


Senſe may be taken for Satan, and who by unrigh- the 


teouſneſs afterwards may be ſaid to be married by 
to Adam, was not within the Power of a Cure; Wer 
but why, ſince both were ſick of the ſame Diſtem- Ale 
der, and fell by Sin? I anſwer thus, tho' thay had the 
both the ſame Diſtemper, yet Cauſe and Conſe. Peri 
quence was not the ſame, nor were the Conſti- ſwen 


tutions of the Patients alike in any reſpect. The ther 
Devil fell into the Diſtemper of Sin without an) ſpe 
Incitement or N and merely from hi be, 


own. propenſity to Wickedneſs, but Man wasing- 
tempted into it by the ſubtilty of the Devil, anc the \ 
by his own frail Nature, and was afterwards wil beho 
ling to receive Mercy and Forgiveneſs, which the Nati 
Devil on his part was utterly averſed to, howeve by th 
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moſt ſadly True it is, that many of the Humaf melt 
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Kind daily die an eternal Death through the con- 
s | ragion of their Iniquity, and have their Portion 

| allotted with the Devil and his Angels; but this 
a. never happens, till they firſt become Devils them- 
e. ſelves, and diſpiſe all Overtures of Mercy and 


n, it would do them, provided they could odtaĩn it. 
ne Re 


—_———— ——_— 
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iy; þ By the Baſilisk loſing his poyſonous T emper by looking i 
120 | -= himſelf in a Glaſs, ſhews the Soul's danger by 
his ride, and that even evil Spirits may be Overcome il 
len, by conſidering maturely whas we are by Nature and 
er, Sin. 

Su- 


the World, a certain City is ſaid to be Beſieg d 
were obſery'd to periſh without Blow or Wound. 


the Philoſophers for the Reaſon, why his Soldiers 


onſel Peri ſn d in that Place without fighting ; They an- 
nſti-Hſwer d, there was no wonder in the Caſe; for 
Thel there was a Baſilisk upon the Wall, by whoſe A- 
t am ſpect his Men were Slain: and what Remedy ſays i 


valing-glaſs be p 
s willbeholds herſelf in the Glaſs, the Venom of her 
h th{Nature will return upon herſelf by Reflection, and 
wevelby this Means the will kill herſelf: The Experi- 


jumaſlment was accordingly tried, and the Succeſs was. 
Lindanſwerable in all Points. D 3 M O- 


77 


N 


JN the Reign of Alexander the Great , who is re- | | 
ported to have Conquered the greateſt Part of 


by one of his Armies; The greateſt part of which 4 


Alexander was aftoniſh'd at this; and conſulte& i 


a hid he, is there Nr that; why, let a great Lookx- 
cd directly againſt your Army and 
andthe Wall where the Baſilisk lyes, and fo when ſhe 


"n 
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Forgiveneſs, and are utterly unſenſible of the good 
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3 MORAT. 
| A 


W the nature of the Baſilisk, and are in the end their 


own Deſtroyers. A proud Man cannot bear to ſee þ 
his own likeneſs, nor will he ever give himſelfÞþ 


Liberty to reflect upon his Natural Frailties. If 
| we could be perſuaded to think upon our own 
| Infirmities, it muſt needs make us cry out, 


| the duſt of the Earth, and inferior to rhe Beaſt 
that Periſh, or to any Thing that creeps upon the 
Ground; and this often ſer before our Eyes 
like the Looking-glaſs, will reflect upon that 
evil Spirit within 


and deſtroy d. 


„* 
—— —„ 
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1 HIS + INDE RN. 
Fe King's giving A lms ſo bountifully to all about him, 
L e it is for all Perſons of Abi. 
lity to be Charitable. 


* A Certain Magnificent King once ſet out a Pro- 

| clamation, that all Perſons indifferently that 
came to him ſhould have all they deſir d. The 
Great and Rich Men defir'd new Acquiſitions 


and great Eſtates, and thoſe they had to a very 
great degree; At length the Poor and Indigent 
came with their Requeſt, Alas, fays the Ki 


| in 
Ei why do you come ſo-late, here has been the Rich 
and the Great, and they by their high l 
ave. 


This 


have extorted from me almoſt all that I 


Fter this manner, Haughtineſs and Pride may | 
be eaſily Cured, which in moſt reſpe&s retain Þ 


Why ſhould Man be Proud? Man born from! 


us, till it be utterly ſuppreſs'd þ 
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This was ſorrowful News to the miſerable Sup- Wſ 


plicants: however, the King being moved with | 
| Compaſſion for them, bid them be comforted, for 
| I have given them only Lands and Rents, and W 


Houſes, &c, which are the only Things they ask d 


of me; but ſtill I have in my own Hands my So- 
vereignty and Dominion over them, and that 1 


ive to you ; be you therefore their Judges and 
ords. The Rich Men when they heard this, were 
under the greateſt Concern and Conſternation, 


and immediately ran to the King, and Spoke to 
him as follows - q 
{ May it pleaſe your Majeſty, great is our Grief, 
that the Poor and our Servants thould be Judges 


and Rulers over us ; it is better for us to die than 


to be under fuch Thraldome; Sirs, ſays the King, 
I do you no Wrong; what you asked of me, when 


you were here laſt, I frely gave you, I granted 


you all you deſired, even to that degree, that I if 
hardly reſerv'd any thing to my ſelf, bur the Su- 


preme Power, and that I have given to them; 


this do then and all ſhall be well; Refund to the 


Poor each of yon ſome part of your Wealth, that 
ſo they may have wherewithal to live honeſtly 


Jand at Eaſe: This they readily comply'd with, 


and ſo Things ran in their former Channel, and 
they were reed from the Servitude they ſo much 
MOR A L. 


TH good and wealthy King, the worthy 
Publiſher of this moſt generous and gracious 


Proclamation,” may be taken for every legal and 
[worthy Preacher of God's Word, who 


18 com- | 


D 4 mandeq 


— 
in 
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manded to ſay, Ak, and ye have, Seek and ye ſpalf tou 
Fand. The great and rich Men of the World, ze 
when they heard this general Proclamation, did = 
preſently with an Indefatigable diligence run to 
the King, to deſire of him Houſes, Lands, Mo-! 
ney, Cc. and accordingly they were granted to 
them, in a very liberal and plentiful manner, and T} 
at the ſame Time, they thought them the only . 


good Things worth the asking; and in ſuch 4 
a meaſure did the great Giver of all Things be C 


ſtow his Benefits upon them, that he hardly let 
any Thing for himſelf; So that while he remained 
among us, he might juſtly ſay, as in St. Matthes 
the Faxe have Hiles and the Birds of the air ha 
Neſts, but the San of Man hath not where to 1a 
his Head. | wa 
After theſe Rich came the Poor and Needy, and K 
to them he had nothing to Give, but Dominionſ” 
and them he made Lords and Judges over t Nc 
World; and High-minded and Rich according "ein 
to That other Expreſſion in St. Matthew, Tow wl © 
bave left all to follow me, ſhall ſit upon twelve Throne 
22 the twelve Tribes of Iſrael: And agairf, 
le 
dom 


Jen 


ec O 


are the poor in Spirit, for their's is the Kingf, 

The Secular and worldly-minded Men, whe ©? 
they came to be told this, were grieved exceed 
ingly, that the Poor, who were their Slaves an 
Servants upon Earth, ſhould be their Lords anf 
Judges in Heaven ; but this ſet them do, if the 
ope to be free d from that abominable Servitud$ 
and hereafter Reign, and have an equal ſhare « 
Dominion with them, act the Part deſcrib'd hei 
in the Story, and give freely according 10 cn 
ve 


A 
d ef 
t ha 
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ſeveral Abilities, to the Relief of their Neceſſi- 


al tous Brethren. This is laying a good Foundation Y 


d,Þaoainſt the Time to come, and making, inreallity, 
df Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. 


co HIS T. . 

nd The Nobleman that Kill'd the Father of Alexander 
the Great, to # of har his Memory , Shews the 

Ich direful and wile le effetls of Ambition and Vain- 

we: G | 


Alerizs has inform'd us, That a certain Noble- 
man once conſulted the Oracle, how he might 
Peſt Embelliſh and Ferpetuate his Name, So as to 
| #ÞÞccome famous to fol 

was anfwer d, That this could only be done, but 
ASy Killing ſome famous and illuſtrious Hero. The 
10VStory proceeds that he had no ſooner receiv'd this 
Anſwer ; but away he goes, to Philip, the Father of 
oy {lexander the Great, and baſely and unexpected! 
u lurders him; but alas, the Event was quite dil. 
YOÞrent from what he expected, for inſtead of ad- 
Muncing his Glory, his Life and Fame, were ex- 
King ingui rd together by a miſerable and exem- 
1 lary Death. 


cee e 
1 "| Any Men by deſperate and diſhonourable 


Actions endeavour to advance their Glory, 


t the g eftabliſh their Reputation, and for the Love 


itudq 
are 
d he 
the 
ſeve 


that will Sacrifice even God, and all that's 
onourable, Juſt and Good; but what have ſuch 
:Ople to expect at the latter end, but the miſe- 
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rable Effects of their Folly and vain Glory; when f 
( their Life is taken from them, they can expect no- s 
WT thing leſs than to be deſpiſed of all good and wiſe . 
Mien, and at laſt to be buried in the Grave of 5 

le 


= Oblivion. 
_=- 


S | Be &S T1 AKY. | 

S The Story of the Emperor's Heart that could not be 

| burnt, Shews that a Man myſt truly cleanſe his 75 
Heart ſrom all wil ful Sins by Repentance, before he { 
can enjoy the bleſſed Influences of God's holy Spirit. 


1 HERE goes a Story of great Antiquity, J. 5 
That it was the Cuſtom of Old, to burn thef} , 
Bodies of the Emperors after their death, and to 
Preſerve their Aſhes in ſome Safe Repoſitory ; but 
ſd it hapned, that one of them died, whoſe Heart 
they could not by any Means burn: Great wag. 
the Aſtoniſhment of all that beheld this, and 
many Skilful Perſons were conſulted to find oui 
the Reaſon ; At laſt it was concluded, that the Em 
peror was Poyſon'd, and the Infection had Tei; 
tled in his Heart, which till taken out, repell'd ali. 
manner of heat and force of Fire; they therefor, 
drew the Heart from the Flames, open'd it, an 
let out the Venom, and then like the Hearts « 
former Emperors it was conſum'd as ſoon as 'tw: 
thrown again into the Fire. 


MOR A L. 

TH is the State, in a Spiritual Senſe, of tif. 
Men of this Warld,that are poiſon'd by the oy 
Sim and Follies: "Tis impolible that their Fea ho 
0 


— 
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Holy Ghoſt, and be thereby burnt up into ſacred 
ſe | Love, and a holy Zeal for God and Religion, or 


Open'd, and the Venom therein contain d totaily 
let out and diſpers'd, 


—__u. — 
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hi; þ The Story of Fabius and the Mulritude of Captives, 
bel becauſe he promis d it, is a noble Example of firm 
t. | meſs 100 Word and Promiſes. 


ity J Alerius Maximus tells us another Story, That 
the Fabins Redeemed a Multitude of Captives at 
the Expence of a very great Sum, which he de- 
butllivered to the Enemy, purely becauſe he had gi- 
earth <2 his word of Honour ſo to do, depending ne- 
Pertheleſs upon, the Aſſiſtance of the States for 
1is Recompence.; but when he came to make his 
Demands, the Senate would advance nothing to- 
vards carrying on ſo great and glorious an Ua. 
ertaking: However for the ſake of preſerving his 
Vord, he condeſcended a great part of his Inhe- 
itance ſhould be Sold for the Payment of their 


Nanſom. 

. MOR AL. 26 
Nfinitely beyond what this Fabius has done, has 
our Saviour done for this Ungrateful Genera- 
on, who not barely in Honour and Regard to 

is Word; but out of Love and Compaſſion to 
Fado, has Redeem'd us all, and that not by any 
emporal or Secular Poſſeſſion, but by that which 

Ueac ten Thouſand Times more Valuable, his pre- 
f ciou 
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become an acceptable Sacrifice, unleſs they be firlt i 


ſhould receive the bleſſed Flames of the 
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TH Married his homely Daughter, ſnould after his De 
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cious Blood, chuſing rather that his Life ſhould 
be made a Sacrifice, than that the ſinful Race of 
Mankind ſhould continue under the Devils 
Slavery. 


—_— — 
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Bang married to the fair Daughter, implies, that ſor 


are wedded to the Worlds V anities which wor nd 
bat being married to the Virtumus Daughter, implies, 
T hat Virtue is an eternal Portion. 


THERE was a certain King that had two 
Daughters, the One very Fair, and beloved 
by every body; and the Other very ill Favour d 


and by every body hated and deſpis d. Now this 


being well-known to the King, he publiſh'd : 
Decree, that all Perſons might come to his Court 
and that he would ' beſtow his two Daughter 
upon thoſe he ſhould think moſt proper and moſt 
worthy of them: He further added, That the 
Perſon that had his Beautiful, was to expect nc 
other Dowry but her Amiableneſs, and her othe: 
excellent Qualificatrons-; but that the Perſon tha! 


ceaſe, have his whole Kingdom for her Fortune. 

This being known Abroad, his Majeſty's Palac 
vas ſoon Crowded with Perſons of all Ranks an 
Quality, and when the beautiful Lady appear' 


in their View, their Hearts in general were al 
Captivated to her, and each of them moſt ear 
neitly begged her of the King in Marriage; Th 
m. favourf d Daughter when ſhe ſaw this, w: 
＋—— ̃ ane- Dogan 20 weep Bi 
Ne terly 
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terly; but her Father comforted her, by telling 
her, That all that he had was hers, and that 
whoever ſnould Marry her ſhould have his King- W 
dom for Dowry : Theſe, and ſuchlike Expreſſions, I 
made her a little more Eaſy, for the preſent, and 
ſo Matters ſtood for ſome Time, until a Foreign 
King came, who ſeeing the exquiſite Beauty of | 
the eldeſt Daughter offer'd to take her to Wife, 
without any other Conſideration but her outward i 
-Qualifications ; This the Father conſented to, and 
the Nuptials in a ſhort Time after were celebra- 8 
ted with great Pomp and Magnificence ; The o- 
ther Daughter hung on hand for many Years, till 
at length a poor Knight, but one that was wiſer || 
than to prefer a little fading Beauty, to real and 
ſubſtantial Intereſt, apply'd himſelf to the Em- 

eror, and moſt humbly defir'd. his Daughter in 
Wedlock, in conſideration of the great Portion 
he was to enjoy with her; this was ſoon Agreed 
to by the King; the Match was concluded, and the 
Knight was made a happy Man to the End of his 


Life. | ' 
MOR AL. 1 

Y this King we will preſume may be ſignify'd } 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and his out- 
wardly beautiful Daughter, this Lower World, . 
with all its outward Apendages, which the gene- 
rat Part of Mankind are fo fond of, that they 
deſire to be Wedded to them, twithſtanding 
they have. no real or ſubſtanti:] Foundation ; 
they have nothing but an out war ſhew, a ſuper« | 
ficial Fairneſs which in the main is mere Vanity, 
a tranſitory Nothing, which may be taken away, 
from us every Moment, at beſt they are ſo ſhort f 
_ 


{ 
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and trivial, that they can never out-live the 
Grave; like a beautifnl Face they are liable toa 
8 Thouſand Accidents, and may be deſtroy'd be- 
ycnd the poſſibility of a Reprieve ; what Foo!s 
then are thoſe Men that ſuffer themſelves to be 
enamour'd and captivated by them. | 


wiſe be liken'd to our Bleſſed Lord, whilſt he re- 
main'd upon Earth, who was generally Reyil'd 
and Deſpis d, and may ſeem to ſignify Religious 
Poverty, which tho' the Fools of this World ge- 
nerally hate, God is highly delighted in it, be- 
8 cauſe moſt commonly for his Sake, or for the 
= Sake of a good Conſcience ora comfortable Peace 
of Mind, it is either voluntarily enter d into, or 
at leaſt born with Patience and Chriſtian Pru- 
dence. There is a great and an everlaſting Por- 
tion always attending this permanent Blefling, 
even endleſs Joys and Comfort in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, where he ſhall ceaſe to Grieve and to 
Suffer, but ever to be Happy to all Eternity, 


HIST, 


The other Daughter here mentioned, may like- | 
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The Story of the King's, Proud and Ungrate ful De- 

* Put y, 2 hy — and forcible Example of Mans 
Ingratitude, which 1s abominable. 


certain King appointed a Deputy over his 
Kingdom, once very poor and miſerable, but 
now very Rich, Proud and Imperious, who had 
ſuch an Abſolute Sway, that the common People 
obey d all his Commands, and pay him all fort of 
Homage and Reſpect. Near the Royal Palace 
there was a large Foreſt full of all Sorts of wild 
Beaſts ; upon which Account, many Traps and 
T, | Gins were ſet to deſtroy them; Among other 
* | Things, they dug ſeveral deep Pits, and cover'd 
them over with Twigs and Leaves, fo that no TIg-'jl 
norant Perſon could diſcern the Stratagem; and 
yet they were ſo contriv'd, that the leaſt weight 
would break through, This Way one day this 
Deputy 


a Ramanorum. 


Deputy hapned te take his Walk; and as he was 
haughtily lifting up his Eyes, contemplating the 
Dignity of his Poſt, and that none in the whole 
Realm were Equal to him, down he drops into 
one of the Pits; out of which it was impoſſible 


for him to * himſelf; and to aggravate his F 
h 


Misfortunes, There hapned to be euntrap'd the 
very ſame Day, Firſt a Lion, | ſoon after an Ape, 
aud laſt of all, a Serpent: This miſerable great 
Man, ſeeing himſelf encompaſs d with theſe. ffight- 
ful Creatures, was extreamly terrify d, and with 
all Eis might call'd out for Afliftance : His Out- 
_—_— reach'd the Ears of one Guido, a-poor 
N „ whowith an Aſs uſed to pick up and carry 

| home, Wood for his Livelihood. He no fooner 
is approach: the Pit, but this Deputy promiſed him 
large Wealth and Preferment, if he would but 
poll him eut ; Why truly, ſays Gxido, T have no- 
ching to live upon but this Wood upon my Ass, 
and while I am ſtriving to get you up, I ſhall loſe 

great part of my day's Work, which you muſt 
needs think will be no ſmall detriment to me: 
But take my word, ſays the Deputy, you ſhall be 
well rewarded for your Pains, Infinitely beyond 
the Value of your day's Work. This being ſaid, 
BY away goes Guido into the City, and gets a long 
Lg Rope, and comes again into the Foreſ, and lets 
it down into the Hole for the Deputy to gird a- 
bout, that thereby he might be drawn up: The 
ERope was no ſooner let down, but the Lion leaps 
upon it, and faſtens himſelf to it with his Claws, 
and ſo was firſt drawn out, and Capering about 
tor Joy, after two or three Fawnings and Cringes 
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ne Jol his way to the Wood again about his Buſineſs: 
le | down he lets the Rope the Second Time, and im- 
tg | mediately the Ape catches hold of it, and was 
le | likewiſe drawn up, and thankfully went her 
is | ways : The Third Lime he lets down the Rope, 
1e þ the Serpent twines her ſelf about it, and was alſo 
e | drawn up, makes his Acknowledgments to his De- 
ar | liverer, and ſo departs to his Abode. Soon after, 
it. | ſays the Deputy, I thank you heartily for deli- 
ch vering me from this dangerous Company, and 
t. þ now pray let down the Rope that I may be drawn if 
or up in my turn; which Gudo did accordingly, and 
having bound it about him he was pull'd up alſo, i 
and then he returns home to his Majeſty's Court: 
Guido alſo went home to his Wife, but the ſeeing Wl 
xr him and come home empty, took grievouſly on, 
„till he bid her be of good Comfort, telling her 
> | he had done ſuch a mighty Service to the great | 
ſe | Man, the Deputy, that he did not Queſtion but 
& | he ſhould be very well Rewarded; and then 
tells her the whole Story. Next Morning early 
away goes Guido, with his Aſs to Court, in hopes 
d to receive his Reward, Being at the Palace- Gate, 

he ſends in the Porter with his Buſineſs to this 
Vice-King, who flatly deny'd that ever he had 
'S | ſeen any ſuch Perſon as Grids in all the Courſe of 9 


5 his Life, and moreover gave Orders, if he did 
e | not immediately depart from the Gate, he ſhould 


be ſeverely beaten : Guido could not at ,firſt tell {i 
| how to believe that this was the ungrateful De- 


3 uty's Anſwer, or that his Buſineſs was not ſo per- 
on aly told him, that he preſently recollects him- 


of | more fully and particularly: But when the Por- 


@ || ſelf, and therefore gives his Meſlage to the 5 Por. 
ter 
ex 9 


I | fo he became very Rich afterwards to the End © 
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ter return'd, Guido had his firſt Anſwer repeated, he 
and a good beating into the Bargain. The WifeÞbrea 
of Guidowhen he hoard this, brought her Hus-fied | 
band almoſt beaten to death home to her Cottage, A 
where almoſt every Thing they had was ſpent infeſt, 
Surgeons, before he could be Cured of his Wounds| 
and Bruiſes. 
This paſs d on for ſome time, till at length ha 
ving recover d his5trength poor man, goes again to 
the Foreſt with his Aſs as uſual, where lookingPbe 
round him, he ſaw at ſome diſtance the very Lion 
that he had delivered, driving ten Aſſes laden 
with Packs before him, and bending their Way 
directly towards him. When they were come up 
to him, the Lion fell to*fawning and feraping Tet! 
with his foot, and making the beſt Signs he couldþgug 
to let the Man den that he had taken thathnd“ 
Booty, and had brought it to him as a Rewardit. 
for nis Deliverance ; nor would he depart till hehe ! 
had driven the laden Aſſes home to his Cottage, Pad! 
and then having made all the Tokens of his Grati-his 
tude he was capable of, away he returns to theſphe | 
Foreſt ; The next Market-day Guido carries the 
| Aﬀes, with their Packs, to the Market, and find- 
ing that nobody own'd them, he open'd the Packs 
he found therein exceeding great Treaſure, andþj 


nis Life. ED 0 be 
Scon after this GGzido went again to the Foreſtffhe ] 


to get ſome Wood to ſupply his own Occaſions, cu 
and on a ſudden perceiving that he had left hi;on 


Ax behind him, what ſhould he ſee bur the Ape; 
he had lately deliver'd, upon the, top of a Tree ich 
breaking and gnawing the Boughs, and doing reat 
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ted, the could both with his Teeth and Claws to 
Fifeſpreak the Wood, with which Guido preſently loa» 
lus- ned his Aſs, and return'd home. 


age, At another Time, as he was going into the Fo- 


tinffeſt, he met the Serpent, which he had likewiſe 
ndsWeliver'd out of the Trap with a Precious Stone 
n his Mouth of three different Colours, Red, 
ha White, and Black and the Serpent coming near 
1 too him, let it drop at his Feet, and making his 
ingPbeiſance to him, went his way. Guido took up 
10nBhe Stone, and ſhew'd it ſoon after to a Lapidary, 
denffyho offer d him a hundred Florins for it; Twas 
Vayß Stone of very great Value, by the Rumour of 
2 UpBvhich and his great Wealth, he ſoon became a 
1NgÞreat Man, and was ſent for by the King, who 
uldÞought the Stone of him for Three hundred Florins, 
thathnd requir'd of him an Account how he came by 
rardflt, Guido upon this Relates the whole Matter to 
I hefthe King, how vilely and ungratefully his Depu 

age, pad ſerved him; and alſo with what Gratitude 
atl-Siis Friendſhip had been repay d by the, Lion, 
thethe Ape, and the Serpent. „„ 

the The King having attentively liſtned to the Sto- 
ind-· y from the beginning to the end, paſſionately 
acksFondemn'd the Paſene® and the Ingratitude of 


andþis Deputy, and aggravated it as an Act of that e- 


d O!flred Baſeneſs, that even the Beaſts would Scorn 
o be Guilty.oſche like, and the Deputy who all 
oreſtſhe Time was preſent, haying nothing in his own 
ONSExcuſe; the King therefore degraded him from his 
t hispigniiy, took from him all his Wealth, and put 
Apes do into his Place, who executed the Truſt 
[reefþith Honour and Humility, and continued with 
g alfeat * Applauſe” for many Years, and at laſt died 
hs Peace, M O R A L. 
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MOR A L. nd e 
T* S King may be ſupposd to Repreſentſ;ke 1 
Almighty God, who ſees and knows all things Hand 
The poor Creature here mention'd is Man, Who Nc 
Job ſays, comes into the World naked, and deſtiqp tł 
tute of Nec eſſaries, and ſo goes out of it again, 
It pleaſed God to raiſe this Creature Man to greaas : 
Dignity, when he made him Lord of ParadiſeW«ye 
and ſubjected all Things under his Feet; rhe Pit 
in which he fell, is the World full of Dangers Cres 
winch we are ever ſubject to by our own Sin and 
Folly. The Lion fell into the ſame Pit with him 
may be taken for the Son of God; the Lion of th 
Tribe of Fadab, who as tis faid in the RevelaÞÞther 
tions, fought and overcame ; but here's the diffeÞlnefs 
rence, he voluntarily fell into the Pit, took upon 
him our Humane Nature, and was contented to Sha. 
live among us for Thirty three Years in grearÞang 
Want and Miſery. Next tbe Ape fell into theſ ſucl 
Pit, which may in this place Repreſent Conſci -in x 
ence, which according to the Nature of thatfe, 
Creature, tears every thing that diſpleaſes it, andBa E 
unleſs ſear d and hard ned, is always kicking andi 1 
murmuring againſt Sin. The laſt that fell into Cn 
the Fit was the Serpent; by which we may under-BHo 
ſtand our Spiritual Guide, who ſhould be always Ki: 
willing to Condote with us, and to fortify us with} Vi 
ood Advice againſt all the Temptations and A deſ 
Fremnns of the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. lee 
Theſe three Creatures who fell together with vat 
this haughty great Man into the Pit, are certainly no 
very uncomfortable Companions, eſpecially to al Co 
wicked Man; becauſe their Property, according] ho 
| 45 81 Ks. - 


Geſto Romanorum. 93 

o this Metaf rical Detcriprion, is to punith 
and devour him, and very Thankful would he be, 
like this ] eputy, to have thele Creatures remov d, 


25Wand he left alone in the Pit. 


Now as Guido with the Rope attempted to draw 


Ep this Deputy out of the Snare; So our Bleſſed 
Waviour, by the Cords of his Paſſion and his Love, 


has as effectually drawn us too (if we pleaſe our- 


Wclves) from the Snares of Sin and Miſery, and 
from the Power of the Devil; and yet that baſe 


reature Man, as often as he Sins again, like this 
ungrateful De, uty, is the moſt Incorrigible Thing 
alive. Such wicked Men, as it happen'd to poor 
Guido, forget their Deliverers, and as much as in 


them lies; cauſe him to be beaten for his Good- 
Pnefs and Compaſſion ; They Crucify their Saviour 


anew, and endeavour to expoſe him to general 
Shame and Contempt; nor can the moſt nerce 
and ſenſeleſs of the brute Creatures be Guilty of 
ſuch baſe and ungrateful Returns; no, they all 
in their way, like this Lyon, Ape, and Serpent, 
expreſs a Senſe of Gratitude whenever they have 
a Fayour, or a good Turn done for them, 1 
Let us beware then to behave ourſelves with BY 
Gratitude, and not grieve and aggravate God's 
Holy Spirit. You read in this Story, that the 
King's high Officer was Hang'd for this Sort of 
Villany to his Deliverer Guido, and ſure we muſt 
deſerve very ill from our Redeemer, if we neg- 
le& and deſpiſe all rhe gracious Overtures of Sal. 
vation he has ſo often made to us. If we will 
not be drawn from our Sins and Follies by the 
Cords of God's Love and Goodneſs ; how can we 
hope to eſcape out of the Pit of Deſtruction our 
Wicked⸗ 
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Wickedneſs has led us into, there is nothing cert th 
tainly that remains for us to expect, but a cer. atis 
ta in fearful looking for judgment, and fiery In- ain 
dignation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries,ſ Ho 


and deſtroy them to all Eternity. low, 
iſcc 

8 dthe: 

HIST. XXIX, t Ol 


Th: two dangerous Dragons being Kill'd in the Road e111 
Shews the Danger of Travelling in this World, LyÞ"": 
reaſon of the two great Vices, Luxury and Pride Pot 


which Poyſon 2 with their ſecret Venom, 4 Re. his 
med) propos d. l 


akel 
As 1 


= — — Ie 
| AESE RTUS tells us, That in the Time of wo 
King Philip, there was a certain Way, that : 
| Jed between two Mountains of Armenia, a long 

while unfrequented ; and at length, through the 


Infection of the Air ſo Dangerous, that no One 
could paſs by that Way Wit or pellen Death: 


The King was very Inquiſitive to know the Co 
0 
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cer this, but could find no body could give him a 
(Satisfactory Anſwer 3 At length, a certain 


cer 
In- Nain eminent Philoſopher perſuad ed him to Build 
ies. Houſe upon the Top of a Mountain, with aWin- 


low, out of which bg the help of a lelleſcopy he 
iſcover'd two Dragons; one at the Top and the 
—Þther at the Bottom of the Mountains, breathing 
t one another and infecting the Air; in the In- 
erima Youth riding along, and knowing No- 
hing of the Matter, fell down Dead upon the 
pot : away therefore goes ihe Philoſopher with 
Re. ſis Diſcovery to the King, by whoſe Orders and 

Fe Direction of Skilful Men the Dragons were 
aken and Kkill'd, and from that Time the Road 
as vary Safe, and as frequently us'd as any other 
Vay. 


Y theſe high aud overgrown Mountains, we 
may underſtand many | ſpitarts and great Men, 
ho are grown to an Exorbitant beyond the Or- 
inary ſize of their fellow Creatures: Now be- 
een theſe two Mountains is the Common -Paſ- 
ige for the meaner ſort of People,who are uſually 
i; Poverned and Directed by them, and in them 
| heir commonly Lurks theſe. two Dreagon- 
e Vices, Pride and Laxury, by the Poyſon of 
e Hhich, all the unwary World is in Danger to be 
„ Peſtroyed. | | . | 
Thoſe Serpentine Evils commonly recommend 
the pemſelves under the ſpecious Pretence of a be. 
pming Behavicur, and inſinuate their Infection 
ually inPuvate; but to prevent this, Men ſhould 
eq uently apply themſelves to their * 
| Fe 
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the Holy Scriptures ; mherein we may plain!yſſto 
diſcover how diſagreeable they are to the Do- Ir. 
Erines therein contain'd, and the expreſs Prohi. 
bitions to be found therein, what they really are, 
and what is their dangerous Conſequence and V 
Tendency. This Glaſs we are to uſe — a high - 
Edifice; that is, with a Strong and Reverentialſſwh: 
Faith, and a ſtedfaſt Belief of all that is thereinlord 
contain d, and in doing this, we ſecure our ſelvesſſbet{ 
a Safe Paſſage between theſe two dangerous Moun. Icon 
tains, and may be a Means to put others inſþnay 
the right Way, and ſecure them againſt the Fateſfo 1 
of this poor Young man mention's in the Story, ny 
; wy Daln 


HIS I. XXX ay 

The Story of making it Death to enquire into the tuvor 
Deiſy'd Serapis and Uſides's Pedigree, ſhews the A 
Miſchiefs and Hurts of Worldly Fear, and abe do! 
Neceſſuy of 4 Pious Reſolution. vie 


old 

81. Auguſtine tells vs, That when the EgyytianÞ'e, 
were about to Deity Serapis and Uſides, theypall 
roceeded this Way; Firſt, they eſtabliſh'd Mea. 
w, that whoſoever ſhould affirm them to be erd: 
Men, or ſhould make any Enquiry into their hund! 
mane Pedigree ſhould have immediately, anqpo n 
without Mercy their Heads ſtruck off, Secondhyfich 
they made Images of them, and that the aforeſaiq ill 
Law might be known to every body, and univer$y w. 
ſally acknowledg d, where-ever theſe Images werte N 
worſhipp'd, there was the little Image of a Magrete 
ſet up Juſt oppoſite, with his Finger to his Lip? t 
as a Sign of Silence, which was ſolemnly enjoyn' 
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nl to every one that enter d the Temple, and fo the 
Yo-ETruth from time to time was Artfully conceal'd. 
hi. 1 
ue, MORAL 1 
and Uch after this Sort is the Practice of a cer- 
igh NI tain Church that Stiles herſelf Catholick, 
tiallwhen any of their Saints are to be Canoniz'd in 
-einflorder to be ador'd, they place as it were a Statue 
Ivesſſbetore the Eyes of their Clergy, and others, being 
bun. Ionſcious of the Faults of tha Deceaſed, That ir 
infmay be a Caution to them that hold their Peace; 
ratelſo that none dares diſpute the Point, nor tell 
ry. ny of the Matters of Fact relating to their new 
Saints former Life, but rather ſeem to diſſemble 
his Errors, and to flatter and extol him, that he 
ay appear among the common People a Perſon 
e twſv orthy to be Canoniz d. = 
- thi} And now what can we more properly ſtile this 
I obefidol Statue to than worldly Fear; in ſpite of 
Frhich there are fill to be found thoſe that will 
oldly ſpeak the Truth, and will rather chooſe to 
ytianÞie, than to be any ways Acceſſory to what they 
thegfall a Pious Fraud, or a Religious Lie: By the 
hd Means of this cautionary Statue, the very Shep- 
ro b&erds and Guardians of Souls become as timerous 
r hund frightful as Hares,and in a literal Senſe are of 
and more uſe than Statues themſelves: But ler 
ndlyÞuch unworthy Shepherds conſider, that Offences 
reſald ill come, bur the Woe is denounc'd againſt them 
niverſy whom they came at firſt ; and that through 
were Negligence, Fear or want of Reſolution, this 
 Margretended Catholick Church was at firſt ſet up, 
Ligind the other Churches ſeduc'd and deſtroy d. 
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| HIS T. XXXI. | e 
The Story of Killing the Stork for her Baſeneſs, ſheulſÞ an 
| the Conſequence of Adultery. aw 


Ch 
of 
to 
wa 

EFT lets | | Io 
A Certain Gentleman had a very Noble and acc 
11 and Magnificent Caſtle, in which he Liv'd I FO. 
upon the Walls whereof two Storks had theufſ vil. 
Neſts, and hard by this, was a clear Fountain, inf has 
which they uſed, to Swim andBath themſelves ; at as 
length the Female had Young Ones, and the Mal$lut 
Tots abroad conſtantly to bring them homgJdor 
Food. One Day in the Abſence of the Male, thq Jud 
Female was Adulterated; upon which AccountJhis 
ſhe went to the Water and waſhedſiher Self, lei Un 
her Mate when he came home ſhould ſmell heYuna 
out. The Gentleman, who had more than onc{q _-- 
Jaw her guilty of this Fault, for a while ſtops uf 
the Fountain, to ſee what thould be the Event 
Now the next time after her Naughtineſs, per 
.ceiving ſhe could not waſh herſelf as Formerly » ſhi 
— — 8 . . 1 * _ retur 
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returns back to her Neſt, and ſoon after the pro- 
per Mate, the Father of the Young came home, 
and preſently ſcents out what had paſs d, and ſo 
away he flies in a mighty concern for the baſe- Þ 
neſs of the Dam, and the next Day brings a 

great Number of Storks home with him, and 
in the Sight of the Gentleman falls upon her 
and Kills her, as a juſt Reward for her Falſheſs 
and Treachery. | 


M O R A L. = 
Y theſe two Storks we will in this place, 
for the Sake of the Metaphor, underſtand * 
Chriſt and the Soul: The Soul that is the Spouſe i 
of Chriſt, and as often as ſhe is Adulterated, flys 4 
to the Waters of Repentance and Contrition to 
waſh herſelf from Pollution; ſo that our Bleſſed 1 
Lord may not diſcover the Scent of her Sin, nor 
and accuſe her for it. Ike Man that ſtop't up the 
v'd Fountain, may in this place be taken tor the De- 
thei vil, who hardens the Sinner to that Degree that he | 
n, inf has not ſo much as an Inclination or Thought, 
s; atlas to Cleanſe or purify himſelf, and gain Abſo- 
Malglution : and ſo at the Laſt Day, that Tremen- | 
homqgJdous Day of final Judgment, our Lord the great 
e, the judge of all Men, will come with Multitudes of . 
-ounthis Holy Angels, and find ſuch a Soul Impure and 
, lefy Unmask'd, and ſo paſs upon it the Fatal and 
11 heſ unalterable Sentence. eee 
1 oncy | N | 
ps uf 
vent 
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= HS T. XXXIL 

. Shews the Neceſſity of good Wiorks from a good Prin. 
ciple and Heavenly Mind, free from worldly Inte- 
reſt, and ſuch more particalarly ought to beware of 
the Snares 
Apents. 


TI S related by Pliny, that the Eagle flies and 
builds her Neſt very high, and that the 
Serpent Parcas is always watching either to take 
or deſtroy the Young, but perceiving that he was 
not able to get them himſelf, by reaſon of their 


| great heigth, he betakes himſelf to this poiſo- f 
| nous Stratagem, vix. to. Suck his Belliful of Wind, F 


and role it about in his venomous Mouth till he 

bad infected it, and then ro ſpout it np directly 
| at them, by-which Means he would often Poiſon 
them to Death; but that the Dam by mere na- 
tural Inſtinct makes uſe of this ſure. Preſerva- 
| Live againſt this wicked Murderer's Deſign, to 
| Keep with her a certain Precious Stone, call'd 
| Achates, and places it on that Side of her Neſt 
| next the Wind, which ſo powerfully repels and 
beats back the poiſonous Wind, that no hurt can 
| poſſibly come to her, or her Little Ones. 


n MOR ATL. 5 
'DY this Eagle which is a high Flyer, we may 
underſtand every Man, whoſe Mind and 


| Thoughts are far exalted above the ſordid Things 
| of this World; and who can properly ſay with [> 
| the Apoſtle St. Paul, our Converſation is in Heaven 
ffections we ough, 

cor 


| *Tis in this Altitude of ous / 


and Devices of the Devil and bu I. 
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to hatch our Young, i. e. bring forth and ſee how 

our Heavenly Father will approve them, and then 

ie. try and compare them ourſelves, that we may 

Learn as much as we can, how Juſt and Rational 

of they are in themſelves, and what ſecular Advan- 

h;s tages they are like to 4 to us, if we could be 

linduc'd to make this our 

venture to ſay, verily they have their Reward. 

ng | Thoſe Men who are of the Nature of the Eagle, 


the lare Perſons that God is greatly delighted in, and 


ike [conſequently would be the greateſt Prizes to the 
Devil, if by any Means he could ſeduce and over- 
ome them, At theſe Men he uſes this forcible 
and ſubtil Artillery, and leaves no Stratagem un- 
attempted to Wound them with ſome or other 
ortal Sin: But till by their Watchfulneſs and 
Aly he Eminence of their Life, all his poiſonous 
rojects are render d Uſeleſs and Inſignificant; 
na- Put ſtill he goes on, and is indefatigably Inteng 
k their Ruine. 
He will endeavour to work upon their Minds 


a Complacency and Vain-glory and Popular 


Neſt Pmmendation, which he knows are proper baits 
and P allure and deceive poor Credulous Mortals; 
e nd. if they are once catch d in any of thoſe 
nares, 'twill be a very hard Task to diſentangle 
emſelves. I know no way to be Safe againſt 

us poiſonous Stratagem, but to carry the pre- 

may us Stone of God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, and 
2 place it between us, and all his Inticements 
e 1d pernicious Stratagems : And for our Encou-- 
with ement in this Affair, let us lay before us theſe 
even Ie material Conſiderations : Firſt, The dread- 
meſs of the final Summons, Secondly, The 


practice, we may then 


Tot E 3 * ner 


| 


| of the Wor 
me no meat; 2. I was thirty, and Dou gave me no Drink the E 


1 
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Manner of Accuſing and Condemning the Wick: 

ed at the. Laſt Judgment. And Thirdly, The 

Sentence of Condemnation at the End of all. he , 
Firſt, For that of the 2 Summons, Ariſe ! . 

ye Dead and come to judgment; for as St. ob | ing 

aſſures, they that are in the Graves ſhall hear his! /i 

Voice, and thall come forth. St, Aſtin confider-| we 


ing that Lite was uncertain, and but for a Mo- 


ment at beſt ſtrenuouſly drove on in the Chri- A 
ſtian Duties and Virtues, having always in his Ears 

the Sound of theſe words, Ariſe ye Dead and come great 
to Judgment; whither I am Eating or Drinking, Arm) 
or whatſoever elſe I am doing, fill the Sound o Dang 


theſe Words are always in my Ears, and perpe-Fowe 


tually warning me to live a good Life, and tog<ame 
prepare my H1elf againſt that great and terrible hard! 
Day. many 
Secondly, The manner of God's accuſing and main 
8 the Wicked at the final Judgment} 2 
d. "Twas, 1.1 was hungry, and you gave 110 


from whence we may obſerve the Neceſſity os 1 
good Works, and how abſolutely Neceſſary they ilry « 
are for our Qualification againſt we come to apJ©'"© 

pear, before the dreadful Tribunal of Almight much 


| God, and to ſecure us againſt that fatal Sentence ſtance 


Go ye * Kc. which is the End and Concluſef his 
ſion of all, and from which there is no Redempfam ne 


tion: From which fatal and unalterable Sen will r 
tence, God in his Mercy deliver us, for Jeſi WI d 
Chriſt's Sake, 7.” +2. Pix, | 
| . to me 

Riſes, 


H IS IWour 
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HIST. XXXIII. 

he Story of the Gentleman s expoſing Life to ſave 
the Emperor's, ſhews the great Miſtake of expett- 
ing Salvation by the Merits of Chriſt, without 4 
is} ſtable good Life; ſo requiring us to live well, if 


ve do not, we are Ungrate ful. 


1 Great Emperor was once Engag'd in a very 
T9 hot Encounrer, in which his Life was in 
great Danger; this being ſeen by an Officer in his 
g, Emy, he immedtately ſteps between him and 
Danger; and ſtrenuouſly Screens him againſt the 
\o. (rower of his Adverſary, ſo that the Emperor 
tolcame off without much Hurt, tho' the Officer 
dlelhardly eſcap'd, and that not without a great 
many dangerous Wounds, the Scars whereof re- 
indmain to this Day: Every body commended it 
endes a generous and glorious Act, that he ſhould 
d nobly and boldly defend his Lord; But mark 
the Event : This very Gentleman not long after 
vas in danger to loſe his Inheritance, by the ſub. 
ilty of an Unjuſt Perſon, upon which he goes 
directly to the Emperor he had ſav'd with ſo 


0 
he 
A 


> 
nce 


am not at leiſure now to hear you my ſelf, but J 
will recommend you to æ Judge that will, and 
| will do you that Juſtice your Cauſe deſerves. But 
Pir, ſays this Gentleman, why this flight Excuſe 


mp 


to me? and then before all the Company he 


Riſes, opens his Breaſt, and expoſes naked the 
S IWounds and Scars he had received; all theſe are 


E 4. the 


__ 


t much Hazard; and humbly Implor'd his Aſſi- 1 
ſtance, having before ſatisfy d him of the Juſtice 
clulof his Cauſe. Why truly, faid the Emperor, 1“ 
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the Marks of the Service I have done for you Ser 
and now I ask you a ſmall Favour, you ſhift the 
it off to another, and one that is a Stranger toff all 
me too ; how unfair and diſhonourable his is. 1ov 
I Appeal to your Self; Notwithſtanding thi thy 
Remonſtrance, he till perſiſted in his Refuſal Þ reſt 
and fo convinc'd the world how naturally ungrate- ing 
ful he was in his Temper : However after manyſdoſl 
Perſwaſions and Arguments, particularly that itJand 
would be to his Reputation in the Eye of the J 
World, and to his Advantage, if he comply d ſely 
with his Requeſt, he was at laſt brought overfand 
and then own'd the Truth of the Gentleman not 
Allegations, that it was he, and only he that gair 
preſerv'd his Life, that his Cauſe was very Juſſallt 
and Righteous, and highly meritorious of anyhou 
Service he could do him. So he aſcended thqbe 

Throne, and immediately did him that Juſticqſelf 


the Nature of his Cauſe requir'd. not 
| omi 
MOR A L. Fear 


O * R bleſſed Lord, like this Officer, interpos Pur 
himſelt for the Preſervation of Mankind infus in 
the Original Warfare, and receiv'd many Woundſſee hi 
which may be ſeen by Faith of every good Chriplain 
ſtian: And now is it fit when he asks a Servicgelve: 
of us, which conduces chiefly to our own RepufWor 
tation and Intereſt in the End, that we ſhoulÞf.nc 
ſhift it off to another, or is it not rather thy. - 

Duty to do it thy ſelf; and will not all the World 
have the moſt Reaſon to condemn thee, as th 
worſt and moſt ungrateful Perſon upon Earth t 
refuſe it? what tho' it ſhould be a little irk 
ſome to thee, tis but a Juſt return for a goo! 
; ; Service 
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ou Service ; and certainly one good turn deſerves ano- 
liftlther. He ſuffered a cruel Death for thy Sake, and 
tod all that he requires in return is, that thou wouldſt 
is love Mercy and Juſtice, and walk humbly with 
his thy God. He has made thy Duty and thy Inte- 
fl rcit the ſame, and by ſerving him, and perform- 
te- ing the Offices of thy Chriſtian Profeſſion, thou 
any doſt bur ſecure to thyſelf a ' Happineſs both here 
© itfand hereafter. os 
thel The Caſe between our Saviour Chriſt and our 
ly d ſelyes ſtands thus: We had for ever loſt all Riglit 
verland Title to the Kingdom by our Sins, if he had 
an not ſtood up in our behalf and recover d it a- 
that gain, and ſure tis but reaſonable, that after 
Juſall this ER on his Part; but that we 
anilhquld do ſomething for ourſelves, and the more 
th beqauſe ou Preferver, and he who is Reaſon it 
ſticqſelf ſollicits us to it; he has Redeem'd us, but 
not Redeem'd us to be Slothful and Idle, but 
ommanded us to work- out our Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. He has Redeem'd us from 
bos Pur Ineapacity ef Inheriting, but then has told 
d infus in his Holy Word, That without Holineſs none ſhall 
undſſee bis Face; from all which it ſeems to be very 
hriplain, that tis in our own Power to ſave our- 
rvicſelves, and that without Perſeverance and good 
depu Works, all our other Pretentions are Vain and 
e OTESS>1 2 5 
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HIST. XXXIV. 
The Snake that was ix into the Man's Boſome and 
222 ſtung him. Shews how the beſt of in 
en ought to be guarded againſt the Snares of the id 
Devil, and that we ought not to give him an Oppor- Ing 
tunity to hurt us, which he cannot do without our 
own Conſent. | 


Certain great Man as he was walking to sen] 
divert himſelf by the Side of a Wood, heÞne : 
aw a great Snake that was taken by the Shepherds We 
and faſt bound to a Tree. The Snake made a ter- Pie 
rible Out-cry to be Releas'd which ſo moy'd thefjake, 
| Gentleman's Compaſſion that he ſet him at Li-, t 
| berty,and withal by miſtaken Mercy was prevail dÞitin 
upon to take him into his Boſom and Revivefauſ- 
dim; but this ungrateful Lodger was no ſoonerſm t] 
# ward and revivd, but he falls to Biting andſ ſo to 
Stinging his Deliverer : Why how now, ſays than, P 
f 


Gentleman to the Snake, what's the meaning of 5. 


— —— —ů— ws 
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this? How comes it to paſs that you return Evil 

for Good ? to whom the Snake made this Reply. 
d Nature will have its Courſe, and what is bred 

in the Bone will never be out of the Fleth; you 
je id accord ing to your Diſpoſition, and 1 accord- 
y- Big to mine; you thew'd the true Spirit of Hu- 
* ſanity and Compaſhon, by being as kind to me 
Ps you could, and the Temper of the Snake, by 
ziving you a Venomous Wound, who have no- 
hing in me, butPoifon and Corruption, which all 
have to give you in requital for your Kindneſs. 
ſy humour is always to be an Enemy to Man- 
ind, and like the Old Serpent, my Grandſire, 
p do them all the Injury I can, and am accord- 
igly puniſh'd for it, by an Immutable Curſe. 
But this ſhan't ſerve your turn, ſays the Gentle- 
an ; ſo he calls a Philoſopher to Judge between 
em ; Look you, ſays the Philoſopher, I know 
othing of the Fact bur Hearſay, Let the Thing 
repeated again, and then 1 thall be the better 
le to make my ] 


udgment; let the Snake be firſt 
pund to the Tree as faſt as he was at firſt, and 
z toſen you ſhall hear my Verdict: Which being 
hene accordingly, the Fhiloſopher proceeds. 
jerds Well, ſays he to the Snake, now yoù are bound 
z ter-Ple your ſelf and come away : But, ſays the 
d thefjake, that's Impoſhble for Jam here bound ſo 
t Li- t, that I cannot ſtir one way nor other; then 
vail dÞÞtinue there till Death, ſays the Philoſopher, 
eviveſrauſe thou baſt always been ungrateful to Man 
oonerhm the Beginning, and will ever continue to 
g andſſo to the Pad - aud then turning to the Gentle- 
ys then, Now Sir, you are free, ſhake the Poiſon 
ng on your Breaſt and go your Way; but have 
: rhis 


_—  — 


1. 
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| Temptations, and deſtroy'd by his Stratagems. 


5 to do as much Injury as he can, eſpecially to goc T 


1 


| timely prevented; hell be frre to ſhit his Venonjto þ 
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this always in your Memory, that a Snake will N 
always act ge: 1. bop its own Nature, and upon h 
all Occaſions will be ſure to do you as much Mil h. 
chief as is in his Power: The Advice being end tc 
ed, the Gentleman thank'd the Philoſopher fo! 

his good Advice, and promis'd he would alway fc 
be guided by it, and ſo return'd home to hi} vi 


| Callle. K 


M de 
T'HIS great Man may ſignify every good Chrif pa 
ſtian that makes the Preſervation of Soul hi 
his daily Buſineſs, and frequently walks by th hi 
Wood Side, that is the World, where he ma th 
with Sinners of all ſorts and ſizes, and moi ex 
eſpecially, he is ſure to find in his Walks th mi 
Snake, that is the Devil; but fo bound, as by D. 
the Death and Sufferings of the bleſſed Jeſus 
that cannot hurt People but by Permiſſion, an 
unleſs they ſuffer themſelves to be Stung by 


This Great Man may ſignify as is ſaid, ever 
cod and well-meaning Chriſtian, and alſo eveij 
3 and unwary One at the ſame Time 
for the unwary Man very often lets the Dew Th 
looſe upon him, gives him an opportunity } 
creep into his Beſom and ſting him grievouſſ » 
ſometimes even to Death itſelf, for this is t! 
natural Property of that Mortal Enemy of Sou 


Men, if he can by any ways get them into 

Power. Satan when he is once let looſe, as I Ed 
the Inſtance of this Snake, finds eaſy Acceſs { this 
the Breaſts of unwary Perſons; where, if n{Imy 
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Nor is he ever Idle, but inceſſantly Imploys both 
his Sting and his Teeth in their Delitruction ; } 
how careful therefore ought every Man to be nor | 
to give this cruel Vermin the leaſt Indulgence, |} 

Great Allowances are made by Almighty God | 
way for Sins of unavoidable Ignorance, and he will 
hi undoubtedly Pardon a Thouſand Offences of that 
Kind, than One of the Will; a good Man may be 
deceiv'd aud ſeduc'd, his good Natnre and Coms | 
paſſion may over-rule his Reaſon, and incline } 
him to take the Snake into his Boſom, and God in 
his Mercy will overlook ſuch Offences ; but Men 
4 that are willfully and deliberately Wicked, muſt } 
expect no ſuch Terms; the Act of the Will is a 
mutual Evil, and admits of no Palliation : The 
Devouteſt therefore has need of Chriſtian Cauti- 
| ons in this reſpe&, and ought always to have it in 
their Thoughts, that they are Inveſted with 
| Power ſufficient to guard them againſt the Stings Þ 
of this dangerous and deſtructive Serpent. | 


! 


— 


: HIS I. OU. 1 
The Son's ill Uſage of his Father, who hat refign'd 
his Kingdom, * Man's general Treachery to- 
wards God, and that delaying the Duties of Reli. 
gion is 4 dangerous Folly, — 9 


TH E RE goes a Story of a certain King, that 

had but One Son, whom he bred up and 

Educated with the greateſt Care and Tenderneſs; 

this Son when he came to Age would be often y 

Importuning his Father to Reſign his Kingdom 

to him, as a Perſon more fit to Rule than he ras, 
; 3 by 
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| by reaſon of his advanc'd Age and other Infir- eam 
mities. Were I certain, ſays the good Old Man, fries 
you would uſe me well, and pay that Reſpe& that 

is due from a, Son to a Father, I would grant 

your Requeſt, and pay that regard too that is ow- 

ing to your Dignity, O Sir, never doubt that, 

ſays the Son, Iwill take an Oath before the No- 

bles, or whoever elſe you ſhall Appoint, that I 

will be Guilty of no Fault towards you, and 

will always have you in more Honour than my- 
Self. Well Son, ſays the good King, I believe 

you, and ſo I reſign you my Kingdom, and all 

that I am poſſes d without any. Reſerve to my- 

Self. 

Soon after this the young Man was Crown'd, 
and for ſome time he pay d the King all the Ho- 
nour and Reſpect he at firſt promis'd, but this 
laſted not long, for in a ſhort Time the Heart 
of his Juvnile Majeſty was ſo puff d up, that 
he utterly forgot his Predeceſſor, nor would he 
G allow him any Thing that he reaſonably deſir d. 
The poor old Ling in this Diſtreſs made his 
Complaints to the Sages, and great Men of th 
Realm, that his Son was unkind to him, and had 
broke his Word with him; upon this, they pre- 
ented an humble Addreſs to him, and modeſtly 
EReprehended the New King for his Unduriful- 
Eneſs to his Father, being a Perſon whom every 
Jone elſe did both Love and Honour: The cruel 
Son was ſo exaſperated to be thus publickly Re- 
prehended, that inſtead of Redreſling his Father's 
WGrievances, he order'd him to be ſhut up into, 
Tiſon, and order'd that no Perſon ſhould go 
near him, and there the poor Old Man ſuffer d ex- 
i ER | b d tream 
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fir. eam Hunger, and the Want of all other Neceſ- 
an, Pries. During his Confinement it happen'd, 
nat ſat the Young Man came into the Priſon, which 


nt us Father accidentally diſcovering, drew nigh 
W. ſho him, and ſpoke to him as follows. O Son, 
at, ſhave Pity on your Father who am aged, and hun- 
lo- pry, and dry, and yet I gave you all that Ih ad; 


am exceeding weak and Indiſposd by my Af- 


1y- Nictions; therefore I beſeech you, order me a lit- 

ve le Wine, which you may have from a Cellar 

all ard by. | 

y- | 1 don't know, ſays the _—_— Son, whither 
here is any Wine or not ; Yes, ſays the old Man, 

'd, ere are five Pipes, and I beg a little only for 

lo» Conſcience ſake, that I may by not asking that 


y own Death, and may perhaps cure the Di- 
empers which your Cruelty have occaſion'd ; give 
e therefore of the firſt Pipe which is neareit at 
d. and; That I will not , do, replys the Son, for 
is hat Pipe is new, and not for old Men; then 
he Rive me of the Second; no, ſays he, nor of that 
4 neither, for that I keep for my own Drinking, 
e- ſnd my Friends; Give me of the Third then, 
ly gays the Father; no, fays the Son, nor of that 
l- DÞcither, for that Wine is very Strong, and you 


t this, the poor Old Man let fall many Tears: 


1 


- ok 


vhich I think will recover me, be Acceſſory to 


ry. fre very Weak, and by giving you that, I may 


zel Pndanger your Life J why then let me have ſome” 
e- ff the Fourth Pipe; by no means, ſays the Son, 
rs {that's Old and Stale, and utterly unfit for your 
to- PPallate; why then, I beſeech you, let me have 
go [ome of the Fifth; why no, ſays he, that's all 
x=-- Pounds, and you can't poſlibly drink it. * 
| | 800 


cannot Faſt and 
of God. If he asks of the Second, that is, our 
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good old Man ſecing twas in Vain to uſe fur. 
ther Intreaty , returus again diſconſolate to his 
Hole; from whence he found Means to write 19 
his Nobles the whole State of the Caſe, who forth- 
with conſulted together, and by force of Arms 
drove this ungratetul Son from the Throne and 
ſent him to Priſon, where he Died, and then 
with with great Ne and Pleaſure they replac d 


his Father in his Room. 
WE! ſuppoſe this King to Imply our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, and this Son - every One that 
is Baptized into the Chriſtian Faith; who, fo 
long as they live up to the Purity of their Pro- 
| fetſhon are dearly beloy'd by him. Twas he that 
gave us all Things we poſſe, yet how do many 
of us expoſe him daily, to Hunger and. Thirſt in 
his poor neceſſitous Members, and when by them, 
he asks of us Wine out of the firſt Pipe, i. e. the 
Obedience of our Childhood, we preſently re- 
turn this ungrateful Son's Anſwer, W351 new; 
that is, I am but Juſt come into the World, and 
y, and watch in the Service 


MOR AI. 


$ Youth, we make much the ſame Reply; I can't 
this time particularly Devote my ſelf to the Du- 
| ties of Religion; my Companions; want me to 
eat, drink, and to be merry, and would laugh 
at me, if 1 ſhould now throw away my Time 


upon the Duties of Religion; and ſo when he 
asks the Third, i. e. the Piety of our full Age or 
* Manhood, the Reply is much' of the ſame Sort. 
and 
fur 


© 1am now in my full Strength and Vigour, 
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ſure *tis Pity to throw that away in the Duties 
of Religion, which ſhould be ſpent in acquiring 
Glory, and Honour, and Riches, and the like 
which as Caſes ſtand with me at preſent, are 
more to be deſired than the bare Proſpect of the 
Toys of Heaven; When he requeſts of us the 
Fourth ſort, that isthe Practice of Chriſtianity 
in our declining Age,we have aReply very ready ; 
| am growing into Years and the Works of Mor- 
tification , and the other Duties of Religious 
Worſhip are too hard for me, my Conſtitution 
will not bear it, I cannot endure to undergo the 
Severities which the Chriſtian Profeſſion enjoyns ; 
And laſtly, if for our own Sakes he deſires us to 
give him ſome of the Fift Cask, why then the 
Wine is over Stale and nothing but Grounds ; 
The Flower and Beauty of my Life is gone, and I 


am now in my decrepit Age, nothing but the 


Dregs of Life remain ; while I was good for ſome- 1 
thing, I neglected my Duty, and now I am old, 
and paſt it, and good for nothing: and what's 


tle Event of this after all; nothing but Deſpair 


and Diſquiet in this World, and in the World 
to come eternal Horror and Confuſion. N 
Conſider this all that forget God, and are for 
putting off the Duties of Religion from Day 
to Day, whereas we do not know our Souls may 
be requird of us this Night, I ay, conſider 


this before it be too late, leſt he come at a time | 


when you are not aware of him, and he tear 
you in pieces, whilſt there is none to Deliver 
you. © 4 


* 
* 


HIS T 


grant me this one Requeſt, and at all Hazards, 
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O15 1. AXXYVL 


The Prodigal Sun's Enlargement from Priſon, and : 


the Father's welcoming bim, Shens God's Merc) 


to all true Penitents, and the Devil's watchfulne); 
to deſtroy them. | 


FN the Reign of a certain King, a fine Youth, kg; 
his Son, was taken by Pirates and put into af 
Dungeon; who writing to his Father to pay his 


Ranſom and Releaſe him, but his Father refus d, 


and ſo he lay pining in Priſon for a long Time, IA! 


in a moſt miſerable and languiſhing Condition. 
Now the Governour of this Priſon bad a very 
beautiful Daughter, who ſeeing the young Lad 
in this miſerable Condition, would often go to 
him, and endeavor to Comfort him, but ro no 
Purpoſe ; for the Miſery of his Confinement was 
too heavy upon his Spirits to admit of any Re- 
dreſs; but ſtill ſne continued to viſit him; at 
laſt ſays he, Good Madam, I had much rather 
you would attempt ſome way to get my aye | 
ment, than thus to ſupport me under my AM 
ctions: That I will, ſays ſhe, at yout requeſt, and 
the rather becauſe your Father is ſo unkind and 


cruel to you to deny you all manner of Aſſiſtance 


{ This adds ſhe, I have had often in my Thoughts 
in your abſence, only I did not know how the 
World would cenſure me for ſuch an Action; but 


will procure your Deliverance, and that is, tha 

ou Swear to me, t hat you vill take me for you 
Wife : This honourable and advantageous Pro 
poſal he promiſed to fulfill, fo the — 
| unloos 
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oos' d his Chains, and ſhe went with him to his 
Father's Houſe ; The Father when he ſaw him 
nd ſlvelcom'd him home. But pray Son, ſays he, who 
Cs this Virgin? She is Daughter to the Lord who 
s Governour of that Priſon from whence I 
ame, and *tis the alone deliver'd me from it, 
nd ſecur'd me from Death, when you refus'd to 

h, Et me, and her ! deſign to Marry, by no means 
a ppon, ſays the Father, as you value my love and 
nis Four Inheritance; for what tho' the has deliver'd 
, on, and wrought your Eſcape, yet ſhe is un- 
ne, faithful and diſhoneſt, and therefore not fit to 
on. pe your Wife. She is diſhoneſt to her Lord and 
TT) Father, in that ſhe deliver d you without his know- 
AU-dge or conſent, when he deſign d to take a great 
dum for your Ranſom, or to keep you ſtill in 
old; and ſhe muſt be unfaithful, for I am ſure 
t muſt be out of a libidinous Temper ſhe pro- 
ur'd your Enlargement. | 

The Lady being by all this time return'd upon 
hus, As to your ee 1 never oblig'd my 
elf to my Father not to do a charitable Ae, in 
etting at Liberty a poor miſerable Captive de- 
olate and forlorn and depriv'd of all the com- 
on Neceſſaries of Life; and as to the Ranſom 
y Father's Circumſtances, ſuch are not to want it, I 
nd if he had, I do not find that you were in- 
linable to pay any; and if you were, you ſte I || 
have ſav d you that Charge; then for concludin 
he favour J have done to your Son to cane 
rom a libidious Temper, I muſt take the H 
0 aſſure you, you are very much miſtaken. The {| 
fects of a Luſtful Temper, are uſually the Ef- 
F-cts'of Beauty, Riches, or ſome other Mn” 1<- 1 

em- 
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Temporal Endowments ; But Sir, in your Son 
there can be nothing of this; for Beauty in the 


firſt place, tis all waſted and loſt by his lon 
Confinement, nor Riches, being exceeding poof 


and miſerable, having nothing to ſupport him 
ſelf in his miſerable Confinement, nor had he 


any other temporary Endowments that I am ſen 


fible of, it was not therefore from any evil and 
corrupt Principle of mine, that you ſee him, 
here, but from a Principle of pure Pity and 


Mouth, that he had nothing farther to object a 
gainſt it, and ſo ina ſhort Time after they were 
ſolemnly Married, liv'd together in Peace and 
Plenty to a good old Age, and then died in 


| Peace, 
3 MOR AI. | 
T HIS Son taken by Pirates, Repreſents thi 


dome by Original. Sin, and by the Diſobedience 
of our firſt Parents, and thereby Impriſon'd in 
| the Confines of the Devil; The Father who re- 
fus d to deliver his Son may ſignify the World; 
a World ſo far from delivering us out of the 


keep us in a more ſtrict and cloſe Confinement; 
The Daughter who viſited this poor Iinpriſon'd 


iberty ; we will here preſume to ſignify the Se 


E cond Perſon in the Trinity ; who having taken 


our Human Nature, ſuffer'd extreamly in the 
& Fleſh: and then deſcended into Hell, and there 
knock d off their Fetters, and ſer the Priſoners 
free. The great Lord, the Father of this Per- 
J | « ſon, 


Compaſſion : Theſe words ſo ſtopp'd the Father 


Condition all Mankind, who were in Thrall. 


Bondage of the Devil, that it rather tends tof 


young Man, vnlos'd his Chains and ſer him at} 


ity v 
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ö % R: 
. on, is Rich above all, an d therefore wants no 


"Wcmporal Wealth or Ranſome, and is withal of 
ach a merciful Diſpoſition, that he requireth 
othing of us tor all his Benefits. 


Or 
Our Redeemer will not do our Buſineſs upon 
ean and mercenary Vows; but will work our 
edemprion-according to the Dictates of his un- 
ring Will, not through any libidinous deſires, 
r hopes of diſhoneſt return, for how can a Man 
e profitable to Almighty God, as Eliphaz ſaid 
wh Fob, nim by whom we live, move and have 
erelur Being; in whom, through whom, and for 
athom all Things Subſiſt. | 
But alas, how many dull and vain Excuſes are 
e Men of the World apt to make in forſakin 
| Things, and being Married to Chriſt, and 
thi EIN to our Baptiſmal Covenants. 
rale World in theſe Caſes is apt to threaten us 
ncelith Frowns and Diſpleaſure; but then we know 
iallio has told us, that the favour thereof is En- 
„ ity with God, and that we endanger our Inhe- 


- 


nd 
in 


re Nr ! 
Iq Fance, if we give way to it, and we ſhould 


1d; : | 
thef!< always this uppermoſt in our Thoughts too, 
s tolat there is no 1 God and Mammon, and 

at dah it profit a , if be 2 the whole 


** rid and loje his own. Soul, or what ſhall a Man grove 


n atleacbange for his Soul? 
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HIS T. XXXVIL * 
The goed Father commiſerating his poor Son, ſben For:; 


Gods Mercy to Repenting Sinners, and Satan 
Malice, 


IN the Empire of Diocleſian, there was a cet 
tain eminent Knight that had two Sons, oncite 
of them Married to a Strumpet ; which when ifÞiffe 
came to his Knowledge, ſo well he loy'd his Chilfpone 
dren that it almoſt broke his Heart: In a ſhorſfoy r 
Time after, as a Caution to his other Son he Ba 
niſh'd him from him to a great Diſtance, when 
he had a Son by the Harlot, and liv'd in extrea 
Want and Poverty; in this Diſtreſs he ſent a Me 
ſenger to his Father to ask his Pardon, and te 
beg his Aſſiſtance, which ſo melted the Bowel 
of the good old Man, that he order d him to b 
ſent for, and ſo he took him again into his Boſxpr: 
ſome as formerly; the Son overjoy'd at this, payÞith' 
his Obeiſance to his Father, and makes him Stru: 
Preſent of the Child, which he likewiſe receiv cho 
as his own. cls 
The Elder Brother perceiving this was mighÞ his 
tily enrag d, Why Father, ſays he, I think yo: 
have loſt your Senſes, to, do all -this for a So 
chat has ſo Scandalouſly diſobey d you; but conf 
ſider, ſays the Father, he is now Penitent, an 
will afflict me no more, and that he is ſti 
my Child, as well as you, and perhaps better dhe 
ſerves my favour than you; tis true, he has conſiliat 
mitted a heinous Offence and has ſeverely ſuffer nd i 
for it, and with an humble and contrite HeafgJur ] 
has ound his Crime, and begg'd Pardon 8 youÞpat: 
TIme 
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Crimes have been great and many, and yet you 
have neither own'd your Offence, nor beg'd m 
den Forgiveneſs: You have Treſpaſs d likewiſe a- 
an Painſt your Brother, nor have you ask d his For- 
iveneſs, but inflead of that murmur, and are en- 
Baged at his Converſion, and beirg re-inſtated in 
cetSny Affections, by this you have abſolutely for- 
onFcited my Eſteem for ever: for I ſee your Humor 
n ihhiffers from Mine, and therefore do you now be- 
2hilfpone out of my Sight, and your Brother thall en- 
hortoy my Inheritance alone. 
Ba 

her M OX AI. 

eam E J us underſtand by this Father, the Father 
Mel — of Heaven and Earth, and by the two Sons, 
d te Fall'n Angelick and Human State; the Hu- 
welfjuan was joyned to a Harlot, i. e. to Iniquity, 
to by eat ing the Forbidden Apple contrary to the 
s Bopxpreſs Will of God, for which he was juſtly ba- 
payſÞ1ih'd from his Preſence ; The Child of this. 
im Ftrumper ey ſignify all the Race of Mankind, 
eiv ho by their Perverſeneſs, and prone to Wicked» 
c(s, have alſo juſtly merited eternal Deſtruction. 
his Son in his Exile undergoes great Hardſhip 
<cording to the Scripture, in the Sweat of his 
rows he is doom'd to eat his Bread; but at 
ngth by the Death and Paſſion: of Chriſt, and 
, any his Works of Repentance he is reconcifd. 
s ſtiY The other Son, the fallen Angelick Nature, i.e. 
er dhe Devil, murmurs and Repines at- our Recon- 
s confiliation, and is ever Stubborn and Ungrateful, 
uffer Ind is very uneaſy that we are Recover d from 
Heagur lapſed State, and made capable of parti- 
; voq;ppating of the Higheſt Bleſſings ; but let this 
Ame | Grand 


nigh 
k yo 
80 
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Grand Decciver do his worſt ; we have an Aſſu 
rance from him, that is all Goodneſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs it ſelf, that his Murmurs and Impeach. 
ments cannot hurt us : but that through his mer. 
ciful Aſſiſtance, we ſhall be able to tiiumph over 
all Difliculties, and be made happy with the Joys 
of Heaven, whilſt he who knows not how to Re- 
lent and beg Pardon, ſhall be for ever ſhut out 
of the Joys of Paradice, and condemn d to en- 
dure for ever unſpeakable and endleſs Miſery. 


1 — 


HIST, XXXVIII. 
Is an Argument of Injuſtice to God and Man, and 
bens the falſe Excuſes of EVI Men. 


1 T fo fell out that the Emperor Leo ſet. up rhret 


Images, and order d that they ſhould be Wor 


ip'pd and Ador d by all his Subjects: The Furil 
ſtretch d out t 


of theſe Images had his Hand 
the People, with a Gold Ring, 
inſcrib d, I am of great Deſcent. 


with this Motte 
The Second ha 
F a golde 


1 g 
head 
there 
ply E 
Pur] 
Brea 
curu 
the 
who 


Ibe p 


a da 
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Nu Ia golden Beard with theſe Words on his Fore- 
zu: head, I have bere 4 great Beard you ſee; whoever | 
ch. therefore is Bald let bim come to me, and 1 will ſup- 
er %%) . The Third had a golden Coat with a 
vert Purple Mantle, with this Infcription on his 
oysBreaſt, I Fear no Man : Now for the better Se- 
Re-ff curing theſe Trumpery, i. e. the Ring, the Beard, 
out the Mantle and Coat, a Law was Eſtablith'd, that 
en whoſoever ſhould deprive them of either, ſhould 
Ide puniſh'd with Death. Soon after this, comes 
In daring Tirant into the Temple, and ſeeing the 
firſt Statue with the Ring upon his Finger, he 
reaches out his Hand and takes it off; and then 
and] to the Second, and ſnatches off the Beard; and 
ſo to the Third; and takes away the Coat and 
Mantle, and ſo makes the beſt of his Way, 
The People ſeeing this bold and daring Enter- 
prize, ran immediately to Inform the Emperor 
of what had hapned to the Images, upon which 


this bold Thief to be ſeiz'd and brought before 
him, which with ſome difficulty was accordingl 
perform'd, and being openly accus'd, he Jean. 1 
ed of the Emperor the common right to Anſwer 
tor himſelf; which being granted, he expreſs | 
bimſelf in the following manner. = 
As ſoon as I enter d into the Temple, I was ac- 
coſted by the firſt Image with its Hand extended 
req towards me whereon was a Ring, as who ſhould X* 
OlFlay, Here take it, yet neulich 4A 
FirlYnot till I had read the Motto, 7 am a Perſon of * 
at Yereat Deſcent. Nay then thought I, the Ring is #8 
lotto? little or no Value with you, and ſoI tookit ; 


ge ficving at the fame time, that Image would 


with great Fury and Conſternation, he order d 


nding I took it 
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be Affronted if I did not accept the Offer; Im- Pret 
mediately after this, I ſaw the Second Image com 
with the golden Beard; why, ſays I to myſelf rage 
Surely I muſt certainly know the Father of thigJown 
Spark, and had no Beard, tis certainly Improperſbott 
tor the Son to have One as big as two, this muſtfat n. 
not be ſufter'd by any means, and till I forboreſpiou 
till J read the Sentence on the Face, I have Aſad! 
| great Beard here, you ſee ; Whoever there fore is Bald 
get him come to me and be ſupplyd; and trul 
thought 1 again, you have no need of this greatimon 
Beard and II have none, ſo I pull'd it off, that his 
Father and he might be alike, and kept it for mz 
ſelt; And ar laſt, 1 went to the Image that hadſthis 
the golden Coat and Purple Mantle, and pre God 
ently finding the Statue to be of Marble, I ftripgMen 
off the Cloathing, being ſenſible that a MarblgImay 
Statue could have no manner of Occaſion for ſuchſvery 
coſtly Habiliments; beſides, I was provok'd tqgrea 
do what I did by its proud and audacious I:Jviou 
| Nription, I Fear no Man. IIl try that thinks Iþþ Set 
For all your great Words and your rich Apparel of V 
and ſo I made beld to uncaſe him as the witneſſity 1 
againft me; bur for all this, ſays the Emperorfpartz 
there's a poſitive Law, which you have broken byfime 
| this Inſolent Robbery, and for that you are likÞants 
to Suffer; take him therefore, ſays he, and lefvery 
him be ſpeedily executed, which was InſtantHatr 
| doneaccording as he had commanded. \nce 
1ean 


MOR A L. Appe 


agel commit Sacriledge ; when they commit theſe Out- 
rages, Religion is not at all in the Caſe, tis their 
higdown Secular Intereſt and Revenge that lies at the 
pelſ bottom of their Deſign, and in purſuit they ſtop 
wſtac nothing, be the Fact never ſo daring or Im- 
orepious ; every Age and Country can produce many 
ve Alad Inſtances of theſe Sort of Righteous Depreda- 
ald Jrions which brings into my Remembrance the ma- 
rulylny Miſchiets and ſad. Diſaſters that happen d a- 
reatimong our Selves during the late bloody and unna- 
hisjtural Rebellion in the Year 41. | 
my} But to proceed to our Author's Moral, I take 
hadJthis Meaning to be this; The Emperor ſignifies 
pre[ God, and jthe three Images, the three Sorts of 
ripgMen in which God is moſt delighted. The firſt 
rbleſImage, is the Poor and Simple, who are yet of a 
uchÞvery high Deſcent, being nearly ally'd to the 
1 rqaJgreat Redeemer of the World our Lord and Sa- 
s IrJviour Jeſus Chriſt. The ſecond Image Repreſents 
sI Set of People, who being advanc d to a State 
are) of Wealth and Greatneſs, as Reaſon and Neceſ- 
tneſſſity requires, Invite the Poor and Indigent to 
erorfpartake with them; and yet even theſe are ſome» 


n byfimes ſet upon by Avaritious and Covetous Ty- | 


 likpants, and Rob'd of all they have, even of their 
d levery Beards ; Such Men often get the miſtaken 
ant Hatred of the Vulgar : We knew, ſay they, the 

\nceſtors of this Man that they were but Poor and 

nean, and why ſhould this Fellow make this 

Appearance, and have a large, Beard; when 
ty eve are deſtitute---Let us therefore take from him 
thoſfrhat he has gain'd and then he will be like his 
er thFParents, not conſidering: that this is againſt the 
7 SS: e 
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m · Pretence of ſuppreſſing Soperſtit ion and Idolatry, 
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Laws of God, and in the ſtricteſt Senſe dow. put, 
right Robbery, to take any thing from any Mayfſ"* 

againſt his Mind and Conſent : By the laſtfake 
Image we may mean Men of Dignity, who wearſ®*P: 


the Purple, and have a Spirit to defend and gardJÞ*<4" 


| his Majeſty's diſpleaſure, made his Eſcape wit! 
his Wife into a little Cottage in a Wood; i 
| which Cottage the N Sons hapned ond *2 © 


| known to oge another, however they were ente 
| tertain'd in the beſt Sort the meanneſs of thf in! 


Dent to reſt; by and by the Strangers Lady Cry 


the Truth; which Men may argue againſt then fen 
thus, Come, let us ſtrip them of their Grandure ep, 
Jet us take away the Golden Coat, and the Purple ie | 
Mantle, for his Principles are both too hot andÞ**> 
too cold to agree with ours: Come, ſay they hat 


like the Tyrant herein mention'd, we will hay < 


none ſuch Reign over us: But let all ſuch falſchoł 
Arguers take heed and Repent in Time, leſt foe 
the breach of a known and peremptory Law, they, 1 
are Judg'd and Condemn'd, and utterly deſtroy que 


at Jaſt. gain 
as ſt 


he — lime. 
HII. XXXIX; hild 

Repreſent Chriſt's Troubles , upon Earth, and Man the 
Miſeries by Sin, and the Way that we ought 1118 
tale to prevent them. his 


JN the Reign of the great Cntadus, there was 
certain Duke, one Leopold, {who lying unde 


Night, being out late a Hunting, to be conſtrain “ 
to take up his Abode. They were it ſeems u 


tly 2 


Place would permit, and then they reſpective! 710 


out 
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= hat, and was deliver d of a Son; preſently after, 
laulhe Emperor's Son heard a Voice, ſaying, _ 
lab ake it, take it, take it; what ſays he in a grea 
eaurprize ſhould One take, and what can be the 
-aſpcaning of this repeated Expreſſion, ſo muſin 
con$001 the Matter for a while, at length he fell a- 
re Jeep, but was ina very little Time awak d with 
ple ie ſame Voice the Second time, crying out, 
re, Give, Give, This greatly amaz d him, and 
ney hat this ſhould ſignify he could by no means 
2104 out. Ar firſt, it was, Take, take, tale, bur 1 
alſchok Nothing, nor had N 5 take, and 
fobwetis Give, Give, Give, ik this is meant to 
theſhe, tis Nonſenſe, for how can I reſtore that which 
oy ever receiv d, ſo Pauſing awhile he fell aſleep 
gain; but he had hardly clos'd his Eys, but he 
as ſuddenly awak'd by the ſame Voice the third 
—— me, crying, Fly, Fly, Fly, tor this, Firſt-born 
Fhild ſhall Reign in thy ſtead; Ar this the Heir 
the Empire was in a 13 Conſternation, and 
ing very early in the Morning and order'd two 
| his Guards to take the Child from the Mother 
d flay him Immediately, and bring his Heart 
him. 
When his Officers heard this unwelcome News, 
Ey were very uneaſte, but however they durſt 
ihr diſobey his Commands, and ſo away they 
to do this ungrateful Work; but when they 
the incomparable Beauty of it, they could not 
urder the Child, but took it and laid it ſe- 
artery at the Foot of a Tree, ſo that the King's 
uh might think himſelf obey d, and the more 
\{conceal the Matter,a Hare was taken and kill'd, 
the Heart taken out and carried to the Em- 


F.3 peror's 


| 
| 
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tb Son for a Blind. A while after, as a great! 
-arl rode by that Way, and hearing the Child 
cry, he took it up, and being utterly Ignorant of 
the Marter carried it Home, and it being of an 
excellent Form; and as it grew up, diſcovering 
it ſelf to be of excellent Endowments, he took 1 
great Care of it, and bred it up as his own Kin 
Child. the 
When this Child came to maturer Years, itsIa 1 
maryellous Qualifications ſpread far and near, {*7Y 
and it was in great Eſteem among all Sorts of Cur 
People, more particularly the Emperor's Son him-Itle 
ſelf was exceedingly delighted with it, infomuch for 
that he deſired the Earl that the Youth for the fu- WAs 


ture might live with him in the Palace; accord. Ho 


ing he had him there, where he behav'd himſelf ſo Let 
extreamly well, that he concluded he muſt needs EAC 
be born for ſome extraordinary purpoſe, and 
then conſidering with himſelf he was under very 
ſtrong Doubts, whether this was not the ve 

Child that was Born in the Wood, which he had 
ſome Years pai commanded to be put to Death, 
and which he had to fear at ſome time or othe 
was to Reign in his ſtead ; and being determin'd 
to prevent all future Jealouſies, he calls the Yout 
to him. My Wife, you know is at a Court: 
great Way off diverting herſelf, with whom I; 
have Immediate Buſineſs, that I can truſt nd: 
body but yourſelf, you muſt therefore be the Me 
ſenger to her with it; with all my Heart, fay 
he Yom Man. So the King wrote the following 2 


Words and cles d them up, and ſeal d them wit! 
the Royal Signet. 
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As you value your Own Life, ſee that at the firſt ſigbs 
of theſe Lines the Bearer hereof be put to Death, 
there is an abſolme neceſſuy for it, which when yon 
and I meet, I will further Inform you of. 


The Youth having receiv'd the Letter from the 
King ſets out upon his Journey, but Lodging by 
the Way, he hapned to lay the Letter down upon 
a Table, and then to walk forth to do his neceſ- 
fary Occaſions, in which time the Landlord's 
Curioſity prevail'd with him to open it, and read 
the Contents; where finding a poſitive Order 
tor the Murder of ſo extraordinary a Perſon, he 


{was fill'd with the abhorrence of foul an A 
{&ion, he dexterouſly razes out of theſe Words, 


Let the Bearer be Murder d, and inſerts in their 


places, Let the Bearer be married to our Daughter: 
This was Artfully done, and the Letter closd 8 


again ſo Artfully that it could nor be diſcover'd. 


In a very thort time, this Charming Meſſen- 
ger comes to the Court where the Queen was and 


Immediately waits upon her with the Letter, who 
ſeeing the Contents, and being ſatisfy'd they 
were writ by her Husband's own Hand, and 
ſign'd with his Signet, ſhe fulfils them the next 


Morning in marrying their Daughter to him; 
but when Word was brought of this to his Ma- 
Jieſty, he was aſtonithd till the whole Matter be- 


ing throughly canvas d by the Confeſſion of che 


] Officers and the Earl, and of the happy Project 


of the Hoſt at the Inn in his Journey and won- 


derful Deliverance from Time to Time, and ha- 


ving deliberately weighed all the Circumſtances, 


he became throughly reconcil'd, concluding that | | 
F 4 what | 
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what was done by the hand of Providence, andirhi 
there was no reſiſting what God had determin'd :KLoy 
do the King ſent for them Home, own'd him a>}; 
his Son, and congratulated him upon his Marriage 1 
and after ſome time, according to the Voice in Fly, 
the Wood, he ſucceeded him in his Throne. tan 


MOR A L. If 
TH S Emperor in this Place may be ſuppos dFaſt. 
to ſignify God the Father; who for the SinÞy t 
of our firſt Parents was Angry with them, andffy f. 
expell d them out of Paradice, and was driveifecy 
into this great Wood, the World to ſeek his 
Bread ; but ſtill God's Goodneſs follow'd him 
and accordingly he ſent hisSon to take his Nature 
and to be Born of a Pure Virgin for his Reſcue 
The King's Son who heard the Voice, Take, &c 
is every Man whoſe Father is God, and who fo 
the benefit of Souls, ought to direct and govern 
Himſelf, By the firſt Voice, Take it, we mayhi 
underſtand that we have all Souls, created attefſj 
the Image of God. By the ſecond Take it, wi 
mould underſtand that we have all Bodies pro 
vided with nve Senſes, and other rational Emflor 
dowments : By the third Take it, we may undef]eſh 
ſtand, that if we faithfully Serve God, he will tak 
us up into eternal Happineſs at the End of thi 
World. | 
The next Words which the Voice uttered wergh,,. 
Give, Give, Give : By the firſt Give is meanr, 15 To 
muſt give to God a clean Soul, as it was firſt Cr: 9. 
ated before the Fall; By the ſecond Give, is mea} © 
you muſt give a ſincere and hearty Obedience th C 
all his Precepts and Command ments; 1 1 1 
_ 


Inore 
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hird is meant, you muſt give him your intire 
dove and Affection, and Serve him as you are 
- az]Þble, during the whole Courſe of your Lives. 
ge The other Words which the Voice utter d were, 
ily, Fly, Fly; By the firſt Fly, you are to under- 
tand, that you are to Fly from the Devil by 
Vorks of Mercy and Humility ; from the World 
y voluntary Poverty; and from the Fleth by 
os (Faſting and Prayer, and Works of Humiliation : 
SinBy the Second Fly you may underſtand you are to 
andy from Sin, from ill Company, and from all the 
Lvelfecular Vanities of the World: By the Third 
high, you may underſtand that you are to fly from 
himMell, and the Torments thereof by Contrition, 
tur Tonteſſion and Satisfaction. 
ſcue This Jeſus Chriſt is perſecuted by many, and 
cpaily new Crucifi'd by their cruel and barbarons 
o fofmpieties, but two of the Guards, i.e. Divine 
werfower interpoſe, and others leſs expected, like 
mais Duke in the Story, will voluntarily receive 
atregim by true Faith and Obedience, and for their 
„ Wi doing ſhall meet with a proportionable Re- 
 proyard ; that is, they ſhall Reign with him in 
il Eiflory, and be made Partakers of the Joys and 


* Leſſings of Heaven to all Eternity. 
ta | 


e ns wp 

| HIST: XL 

N. hews the 19770 Fas 0 Lale Bad e The 
It» YO} Joyful hopes of the Fuſt, and the Miſery of the 
e 2 Love of this World. „ 


nce i Certain Great Man ſent his two Sons to 
By UFS Travel abroad into the World, and beſid- 
ME” pe a 
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q £1): ordinary Allowance, he ſettled a very great 
L upon them at their Departure. Some con- 
{iderable time after their Departure, he ſent for 
them back, that he might ſee what Improvements I to 
they had made, that he might put them in Poſſeſſi- ¶ Dc 
on, and tliereupon the two Sons made all the haſt V 
to return, that they poſſibly could. One of the {wh 
Sons was exceeding Joyful, and as ſoon as he was f inv 
actually arriv'd at his Fathers was immediately lik 
put into Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate. But the other wil 
Son went very ſlowly, and heavily, and the lane 
SF Thoughts of the Reward fill'd him full of Trou-Ithe 
ble and Guilt. But here I ſhould have told youſtin 
that his Relations added much to his Anguiſh; 
for at his Departure ſhe that was his Mother by 
Nature, 5 him a parting Kiſs, which tore a 
away his Lips and his Teeth, his Brother and Si 
ſter did the ſame,which disfigur'd him to that De 
gree, that when he came Home none of the Fa 
mily knew him, and ſo his Father caus d him to b. 
for ever rejected to his unſpeakable Miſery. 


| MOR A L. 
HIS very Powerful and Rich Man who ſen: 
his two Sons to Travel and Study in thiſiees, 
Place, we may take for Almighty God, the Faealc 
ther of two excellent Creatures, when firſt theſfery 
came out of his Hands and very capable of thifice } 
higheſt Improvements, i. e. the Soul and BodÞwn 
which upon Condition of their Improvements ihgre 
— Works, and a good and holy Life were ſou] 


ve the Reward of Inheritance incorruptible iſber 0 
the Heavens. 


you 
iſh ; 
r by 
re 4 
d Si. 


» Dell 
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to de 


o ſenfÞliſhent of a Peace between an 
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By the Letter which in proceſs of Time this 
Rich man ſent to them, underſt and Death, by 
which ſooner or later we are demanded Home in- 
to the Spiritual World to receive our Eternal 
Doom, the good Soul, like the firſt of theſe 
Young Men, goes on with Joy and Triumph, and 
when he approaches the Heavenly Manſions is 
inveſted with Eternal Glory; but the wicked Soul 


like this other Son, makes a very flow and un- fl 


willing Paſſage, and is ſo disfigur d by the Follies 
and V ices of the World, that his Heavenly Fa- 
ther and the Angellick Family know nothing of | 
him, and ſo he 1s turn'd out of Poſſeſſion for 
Ever, where there is a place of Darkneſs and Hor- 
rour, and where there is perpetual Weeping and 
Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 


HIS T. XII. 
Our Reconciliation by the Blood of Chriſt. 


E read among the Actions of the Ancient Ro- 

mans, That it was Cuſtomary upon an Eſta- 
of theit Gran- 
ees, Which were uſually very Iroubleſome and 
ealous of one another, to go up to the Top of a 


t theßery high Mountain and flay a Lamb, and Sacri- 


of t 


ce his Blood as an Atonement in ſtead of their 


BodÞwn ; and thereby to ſignify,that after this happy 


ents 1 


Agreement, whoever ſhould be the next Aggreſſor, 


vere inould have his: Blood ſpilt about after the man- 


ble 1 


ler of this Lamb. 


ORAL. 
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| M OR A L. 
| TH1s Moral may ſeem to ſet forth that theſ cou 
two great Dignitaries God and Man were at blo 
Strife; God, of whom the Holy Pfalmiſt ſays] Cai 
his Greatneſs ſhall have no end; and Man made iff the 
the Likeneſs of God, of whom the ſame Propheſ of 
S ſays, That all Things are put in Sub jection under bj owt 
Feet: Theſe two, as is ſuggeſted, were at Strifef min 
and God having got the Aſcendant, Man as a Jul Th, 
Punithment for his Preſumption, after his Death] thin 
was to deſcend into Hell; but ſo happily at lai ' 
was it brought about that a perpetual Peace wa 
concluded between them, and what is moſt wo! 
derful, Peace was contriv d and brought about by Inf 
God himſelf who was the Perſon aggriev'd and I ;, 
jur'd : He ſuffer d the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus ro if of 
Slain, and his Blood to be ſpilt to make the gran 
Atonement, and thereby to ſignify, that whoſ T 
ever hereafter ſhould break this Solemn Leagu 
Mould himſelf have his Blood ſpilt as a moſt N a VI 
wrious Offender. ſhoy 
Let all the World therefore take heed, ſtand Con. 
awe, and ſin not; for if we willingly remain afiy ſtand 
we come to the Knowledge of this League and ti out 
great Mercies of God, even to us that are t Wre 
Aggreſſors, certainly we cannot ſuppoſe that theſ carri 
remains more Room for new Treaties ; in ſuchl Carn 
Preſumpruous Caſe moſt certain it is, that theſſcrys, 
remains no more room for new Sacrifice for Sigſelf | 
but only a fcarful looking for Judgment and fiq that 
Indignation. ande 
Conſider that he that deſpiſed the Law of Maid { 
fo, Glad without Mhavey node twp. or three Vim 
ne 


I 
. 
* 


Geſta Romanorum. 1331 
neſſes, how much more Guilty muſt he be, that 


hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath | 
hel counted the Seal of the Articles of Peace, the 
at blood of the Covenant of none Effect; in ſuch a | 
ys Caſe we Sin Preſumptuouſly, and do deſpite to 
in the Spirit of Grace; and what's the Conſequence 
hej of ſuch Proceedings, we may learn from God's 
bj own Mouth in the Holy Scriptures : Vengeance is 
iel mine and I will repay it, ſaith the Lord; and again, 
Julf The Lord ſhall Hage the People, it is a fearful 
ich! thing to fall into the bands of the living God. f 
la 
Wa 
* H1S 107 XLII. 4 
t by In this Story the Danger of Sinning againſt Mercy i; % 
treated on, and oh Vileneſs — br Baie \ 
of ſuch Offences ſet forth. 1 
Tan f 


hoſt TH ERE was a Law made in the Reign of Fe- 
gu derick the Emperor, that whoſoever Reſcu'd 
| NJ a Virgin from him that attempted her Chaſtity, # 

ſhould have her to Wife, without any previous] 
nd | Conſideration but her on Conſent, notwith-K 
aft ſtanding ſhe ſhould be under Age. Now it fell 
d ti out upon a Time, that a certain bold audaciousf 
e th Wretch had ſtoln a Virgin, and having violently} 
they carried her into a Grove, and attempted to have 
ſuch}Carnal Knowledge of her: She made ſad Out-“ 
: theſcrys, and us'd all her Endeavours to defend her- 
r Siſſelf from his Luſt, and being heard by a Knight, 
d fiehthat was riding by, he put Spurs to his Horſe 

and came immediately to her Reſcue: Oh, Sir, | 
of Maid ſhe, as ſoon as he came near, 1 beſeech youR 
Widetend me againſt this abominable Man who hasf 
neb attempted 


—— 
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| tempted to Force me, and is now endeavouring 

to Murder me. Sir, ſays this lying Varlet, ſhe is 
my wife, I caught her in Adultery, and now I 
am taking Care ſhe ſhall never ſerve me in the 
ſame Nature again; Indeed Sir, anſwer'd the In- 
nocent Lady, what he ſays is entirely falſe, I was 
never Married, but have been altogether Inno- 

| cent and Pure to this Day. 

I am ſatisfy d, ſays the Knight, by your Coun- 
tenance what you affirm is ny true, and theres 
fore thou wicked Debauch'd Wretch, deliver the 
Lady inſtantly to me, or draw thy Sword and de- 
fend thy Lite: So I will ſaid the Villain, nor 
nor will 1 yield, unleſs you compel me to it. by 
force of Arms, ſo they inſtantly fell to it: And 
after ſeveral Wounds given and receiv'd on both 
Sides, the Knight at laſt gain'd the Victory, and 
in Requital only deſir d of the Lady an hono- 
Table Love which ſhe moſt readily granted; why, 

then, ſays he, be pleas d to Adjourn to my Ca- 
ſtle hard by, and tarry there till I go and acquaint 
my Friends, and prepare Things neceſſary for our 
Marriage , accordingly thither ſhe went, and was 
honourably entertain'd. Soon after in the 
| Abſence of the Knight, comes that audacious 
Wretch from whom ſhe was deliver'd. I deſire 
| to be let in, ſays he, bur was at firſt deny'd, till 
by a great many flattering Words and fair Spee- 
ches about honourable Marriage, he wrought fo 
far upon her Weakneſs, that he gain'd Admit- 
E tance, and was her Companion for many Days. 
At length her Lord and Saviour came Home, 


and knock d at the Gate, but no manner of No- 
tice was taken of him, nor entrance given, only 
uee Wetken or n Or entrance give g 
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ſhe look d out of her Window, and told him he 
might ſay his Pleaſure. Then Remember, ſaid he 


1 beſeech you, how I preſerv'd your Lite at the 
hazzard of my own, and withal receiv'd many | 
- | Wounds upon your Account, and remember too 
for that Cauſe you engag'd your Affections to me, 
and much more to the ſame Purpoſe, with a moſt | 
ſeemly and becoming Eloquence ; but ſtill with a 
cold Slight ſhe turn d away her Face, nor could | 
ſhe be won by any Intreaties to open the Door, | 
notwithſtanding the Caſtle was his own by Right 


of Inheritance. 


The Knight being thus Ungratefully treated, 
made his Appeal to the Court of Equity, and 
relates the whole Matter at large to the judge, 
whereupon this bold Preſumer was oblig d to ap- 
pear, to whom the judge ſpoke in the following 
manner: Are not you the Perſon whom this 
Knight diſcover'd in attempting this Lady's Pol- 
alour ſecure her 
from your luſtful Rage; All that is true, ſaid 
the Criminal; Well then, ſays the Judge, accor- 

onſent, ſhe 
belongs to him, who reſcu'd her out of your 
ſs that 
you Intruded upon into the Society of another 
Man's Wife, and without his Conſent enter'd 
into his Caſtle and violated his Bed; now what} 
ſay you to this? But the Villain was ſtruck dumb, 
and had not a Word to anſwer for himſelf; and 


lution, and did he not by his 


ding to the Law, and by her own 


Clutches ; how comes it therefore to 


then turning to the Woman ; ſays the Jud 


he fought y 
that would have 
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; 
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e, you 
were his own upon a double account; Firſt, * | 
for you, and overcame the Villain 

Debauch d and Ruin d you: 
= ane 


[| 


o 


4 
11 


4 
o 


1136 
And Secondly, becauſe in Conſideration of the 


in her 
together, and ſuffer that mutual Death and Pu- 
niſhment, which the enormity of your Crimes 
$ deſerve; Then were they both Executed as the 


who Enacted ſuch a Law, and the 
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great Service he had done you, promiſed yourſelf 
in Marriage to him, how can I therefore excuſe 


vou for admitting a Rival into his Bed and Pa. 


lace where you yourſelf were only a Tenant at 
Will? Upon which the Woman was likewiſe 
ſtruck r and had nothing to reply, either 

efence or Excuſe; go you therefore both 


Judge directed, and the whole Court applauded 
the Juſtice of the Sentence, | 


MORAL. 


1 Caſe is the ſame between God and the Soul: 


We will ſuppoſe the Emperor to ſignify God, 
oman Ra- 
viſh'd, may ſigniſy the Immortal Soul Raviſh'd 


and Deflowr d by Sin; The debauch'd Wretch 
attempting this Villany is the Devil, who. uſes 
all his Endeavours either by Force or Policy, to 
bring it to Eternal Deſtruction, and the Cryin 

out of the Lady, Repreſent the Exclamations of 
that poor Mourner in the Goſpel of St. Lake, 
E Have mercy upon me thou Son of David, for my 


Daughter is grievouſly vexed with a Devil; Thele 


| Cries were heard by a certain Knight, meaning 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who there- 


upon for her Deliverance diſputed with this E- 


| nemy, and after a ſore Battle, and many Wounds, 


overcame him, in Requital whereof he only de- 
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mands our Eſpouſal, which are both a Benefit fear in 
and an Honour to us ſurpaſſing all Imaginationg" mar! 
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e and yet theſe he has Promis'd to in our Baptiſm, 
lic we will but let him lodge in our Hearts, and | 
e till he goes to Heaven to provide all Things ne- 
erh for the Conſummation of our Marriage 
t OW. 1 
ſe | Upon theſe Motives and Conſiderations, we 
er ought to take care, that he do not ſtand knocking | 
h fat the Door of our Hearts for Entrance, or ſuffer 
-im to fay with the Enamour'd Spouſe in the 
es Tanticles, Behold I ſtand at the Door and Knock ; 
ne we ought to take ſpecial Care that we are not 
ed lem barraſs d with the Cares of the World, or In- 

cigled by the falſe Pretences and ſubtile Stra- 

agems of the Devil, and ſo your Affections are 

vithdrawn from your Divine Lover, wo 
ul: Pas no Siniſter Views in making his Addreſſes 
xd, $2 you, and only Courts you for your own Ad- 
la- fantage. Take heed I ſay of this, leſt your 
d Poul and Body be made Aſſöciates in the fame 


ch Funiſhment, and that is no more than what in 


es Juſtice you deſerve, and all the World will ſay 
tofmen to. 


Ake, HIS T. Un. 
in pets forth God's Reconciliation to Man, and that from | 
1elef his Example we onght to forgive one another. 

in 

ih. T IS Recorded of Old, that there hapned ſuch 
E a mortal Diſcord between two Brothers, that 
nds, hey firove by all manner of Ways and Means to | 
de-f<!troy and ruine one another: Julius Ceſar 
efitÞ<aring of this ſeverely perſecuted them for their 
ionnnatural Malice and Revenge; eſpecially one | 


An of 


of them who was much more Cruel and Violent 
than the other; This made this prime Aggreſſor 
$ conſider with himſelf, as the Prodigal Son did in 


pect your Brother ſhould Forgive you, or have. 
the leaſt regard to any thing you have to offer fo 
| your Excuſe : Why, ſays the Brether, very calm 
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his Adverſity, that he went directly to his Bro- 
ther he had Offended, reconciled himſelf to him, on 
and begg d his Pardon for all had been paſt, and+;, 
withal told him, that he would make Inter. pp 
ceſſion for him to the Emperor, that he would bend 


l pleas'd ro hold his Hand from farther Perſe- e f 


cution. 
Why fays the Standers by, how can you thatfime 
have been ſo vile and notorious an Offender, ex- nd 


10 


E 
ave 


ly, That King that Governs his Subjects well, is 
neither too Mild to the Obſtinate, nor too ſevere 
to the Penitent: My Brother it may be does 110 
deſerve Forgiveneſs, but in honour and reſpe& te 
my own Nature 1 will forgive him, and wi 
likewiſe ſpeak to his Imperial Majeſty in his fa N 
vour. It is my Opinion, shat whatſvever In; $ ' 
ry has been done to any Man, I take the Recon, + 
bout 
ud 0; 


ets 


ence ſo ſufficient, if the Offender will come an 
ask kis Pardon, and this I rake to be the urmo! 
Satisfaction which Nature of the Caſe will allo 
this put an End to all the Strife between the Brc 4 
thers for the Future, and the Emperor by thef 10 
Reconciliation was induc'd to ceaſe his Perf, Js 
cution likewiſe. 50 
MOR AL. * 
WE will ſuppoſe by theſe two Brothers the Sc 10 ; 
of God and Man, between whom there f th 

very great Diſcord as often as Man cam 6 e 
will 
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ent wilful or deliberate Sin, for by ſo doing he pre- 
Tor umes to Crucify the Lord Jeſus Chriſt atreſh, ar 
in ich God is highly mov d and often Perſecutes 
ro- him in a grievous manner; what then is to be 


im, one in this Caſe ? why then let the wicked Man 


andpfter the Example of the Brother in the Story, 
ate gpply himſelf to his offended Redeemer, with true 
| beÞnd unfeigned Repentance, and this will certainly 
rſe· e ſufficient to purchaſe his Atonement, our Sa- 
our being in a moſt eminent manner of the 


thatÞ.me forgiving Temper with this Injur'd Brother, 
EXnd has greater Intereſt with our Heavenly Father 
na han any Perſon in this World can pretend to 
r tOlÞve with an Earthly Emperor, | 

alm 

l, 11 ; 76: 
bs M15 k:.ALLV, 

n Y ets forth that an Exemplary pious Life is to be 
* followed. 

wi 
s fa 


* NE of the Rowan Emperors as he was Build- þ 
" ing a Magnificent Structure, diſcover'd deep 
n the Earth a golden Coffin with three Hoops 


hy bout it, upon which was this Inſcription : I have 


>CO 


id out, I have given, I have kept, I have had, I have 


8 V. that which I have ſpent, and that which I have 
N 6g den I have. So he ſnmmon'd an Aſſembly of 
Perl iſe Men to tell him the Meaning, who in a 


ttle time brought him this Anſwer : 1 
Your Majeſty may pleaſe to be ſatisfied, that 
ere is Buried one of your Majeſty's excellent an- 
ſtors who has left a Rule of Living to all the 
ſt that ſhould ſucceed in his Throne; The Sig- 
ification of the words is this: I have la d " J 
an i 


he Sc 
nere 
its Al 
WII 
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and ſpent my Life in Jud 5 Righteouſly and accor- Ie! 


d. ng to the right Rules of Judging others, I have 
| judg d and guided my Self; I have given to my Ar- 
ies all that they have had Occaſion for; I have given 
| V ictuals and Drink to the Poor, and have Rewarded |. 
every One, as far as I was capable to Fudge accord- 
ing to their Deſerts ; In all wy Actions I am true th: 
Faltce, I have had a large and ſtedſaſt heart, and 
| have been always ready to encourage thoſe that have Fuſt-| 
ly jerv d me, and have always bad Gurrage and Shiri 
enough to correct the Inſolent and Protect the worthy ; 
| 1 Dave loſt Folly, and the Aﬀetlion of Enemies; be- 
| care I would not be reconcil d to them upon diſhonen- 
rable Terms: Trenounc'd the Luſt of the Fleſh, ande 
| yet not mit hſtand ng all this I am puniſh'd now in ny m 
Mind, becauſe 1 would not believe the Criſtian Faitb. | 
| This fail, the preſent Emperor from that Day, 
forward, manag. d himſelf and his Subjects with Fit 
better Conduct, and at his Death found the hap-Aful 
ry Effects of it. 


| 


y tir 


| MORAL. 8 
ME may ſuppoſe this Emperor to ſignify everyſ; | 
| great and good Man whoſe Ornament andp,. f 
Duty it is to build Magnificent Structures, i. e. 6: 
to make the Heart ready for the Service of God, gde 
and to Edifie it according to his Will; in ſo 
doing he may hope to find a Coffin, wherein all; .; 
his Vain Appetites and Inordinate Defires lyeſ R= 
buried, and his Soul ſpeaking golden Sentence n. 
round it, full of Faith, Hope and Charity, vis Js 
& Firſt, I have laid ow, that is, 1 have laid out, Ti 
my Self, and all the Powers and Faculties of myf.. 
E Soul, as becomes a Profeſſor of the Goſpel, bn 5 
= the. © 
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mne Duties of Religion, and whoſoever does fo to, 
e mall not miſs of an E ernal Reward. 
"| Secondly, I have kept, i. e. An humble aud Con- 
trite Heart, ever to run, or go, or do any Thing 
in Obedience to Chriſt's Commands. 
4. Thirdly, I have Given, viz. all my Love to 
o Pod, my Heart and Soul, my Mind and Strength, 
nd hnd 1 have lov'd my Neighbour as my Self being 
e enſible that on theſe Two hang all the Law and 
Nile Prophets. 
'Y | Fourthly, I have had, i. e. a miſerable Life, 
"Þcing conceiv'd and born in Sin; and yet I have 
e pad, I bleſs God for it, the Sacred Offices, and 
ad bleſſed Advantages of Baptiſm confer d up- 
In me, and all the Om thereof 5; by which 
'Fom being a Servant of the Devil, 1 am liſted 
Ander the Banner of my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
ich Eifthly, I have loſt : viz. the gracious and pows- 
1F-þtul Aftiftance of God's Holy Spirit, having ma- 
y times deſerted the Operations of it by the Cor- 
ptions and the Temptations of the Devil, but 
zen I have always been preſently reconcil'd a- 
VIYkin by a ſincere Repentance, and a hearty Sor- 
ana for my paſt Taanſpreſlions. 
| 4 Sixthly, I am Puniſhed ; and tho' not like the 
God} del in the Story, yet J am ſorely punithed in 
2 a Mind, as often as I refle& on my paſt unwor- 
n A Jineſs to my bleſſed Redeemer, and I mortify 
lye Body, and keep it in Subjection for its great | 
enceJ1 notorious Offences. ; 
» VEeventhly, That which 1 had I have ſpent, i- e. i 
. Du Time in the Works of Charity and good Of- 
; myfgs, which I wholly owe to the Influences of 
, » ds bleſſed Spirit, being unable ro do any 
tha * f i” 
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thing of my Self; no not ſo much as to think ho 
good I hought. he 
Eighthly, That which I have given, I haveSoſl 

I mean, I have given my whole Lite, Judgmenths if 
and Aſſent to be Govern'd by the Holy Scripturesgrho 
in ſuch manner as my Spiritual Guidcs have, tronghigt 
them directed me, and hope, through the LighK io; 
J have receiv d from them, and Merits of ng 
bleſſed Redeemer to obtain everlaſting Life. 14d 
ne 
nd 
HIS I. XLV. cir 

Wherein is ſhewn that the Souls Adultery againſſ't | 
vu without Repentance, will be puniſh d Etepme 
NAY. af 


. e al 


HERE was a certain King that had a Li; ut 
a Lioneſs, and a Leopard, in which he to dor 


1 


very great Delight. Now you muſt know ges, 0 
Lioneſs was willingly Adulterated by the Lf Fre 


pard in the abſence of the Lion, and for babe End 1 
4 
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ik ould be diſcover'd, her Cuſtom was to go to 
he next Pool, and wath herſelf as clean as ſhe 
we $ollibly could, and then ſhe would return Home, 
ents if the had been no ways Guilty. The King 
re$rho had often taken Notice of this, and being 
ronfhighly enrag'd that fo noble a Creature as the 
ighLion ſhould be diſhonour'd, a Creature ſo baſe 
wid vile as the Leopard, he cauſes a Pit to be 
12de, that after the next Fact, the Lioneſs when 
ne went to waſh herſelf might unwarily fall in, 
nd be caught undefiled. The Project had it's 
cfir'd Effect; and down goes the Lioneſs into the 
oainit before the had reach'd the Water: Soon after 
"Etepmes her Husband, and in his Way home Spies 
er, and ſmells her Impure as ſhe was, and ſo in 
reat Rage falls upon her, and tears her to pieces, 
d then makes the beſt of his way. 


MOR 4A L. 
} UR Heavenly Father is Repreſented by this 
King, our Lord and Saviour 12 Chriſt by 
e Lion, who is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, 
Pouſed to Chriſtians by their Baptiſm : The Lio- 
is, Repreſents our Souls, which are often A- 
IIterated by the Leopard the Devil in the ap- 
arance many Times of an Innocent Lamb; the 
ay we have to cleanſe our Selves from his Pol- 
ions afterwards is Repentance, provided ir be 
e and unteigned. 
à Liqput we muſt always have a ſpecial Care, that 
e tol do not like this Lioneſs conſent to the Impu- 
ow <5 of this Evil One, nor waſh our Selves only 
e II Preventative of the Evil Conſequences that 
fear nd ſuch Defilements, and with an Intention 


{ho . to 
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to din again the firſt Opportunity; this will prop t 


Vvoke God as this Emperor was here to be extreamſyi! 


ly Angry with us, and to ſet a Pit for us to catch uſem 
unawares before the Impurity is wath'd awayPJVi! 
and then our Caſe will be much the ſame withpþot 
this Lioneſs, we ſhall be ſurpriz d and ſink int$or 
the Pit of Hell with all our Sins and Follies abouſe v 
us, and then we are loſt beyond the poſſibility oicl 
Recovery. to 
Thon Fool this Night ſhall thy Soul be requir d N 
thee, is a Sentence if duly conſider d, would coifng 
found the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions of ſinful Meyavc 
and leave them to the full as wretched as if thqhe ! 
had naver known any thing of God or Religion fer- 
Let us therefore be Wie in time, and Now, tive 
preſent Now is always the moſt acceptable, Nay, 
is the Day of Salvation, and I heartily wiſh Meet 
would all of us Embrace it, as the only Means great 
making us happy in this Life, and Infinitquuth 
more happy in the Lite to come. ha 
: 11S 10 
Poke 


HIST. NEYL Ie, t/ 

Wherein by the Empreſs's Cn ſtancy to the Emperng*%*> 
ſhewn the love of the Soul to God above all Thi erda 
and by the Emporor's Brot her, the Fleſh ; wh. 
would draw her to Sin. my | 


THERE reign'd once in Rome a King ca ad h 
Menelay, who married the King of Hungaf 2% " 
Daughter, a Lady of extraordinary Beauty 4081 
many other Princely Endowments : On a ti in 
he had a Mind to viſit the Holy Land and left fer to 
Brother to ailiit his Empreſs in the Governnf hex 
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prof che Empire. When his Brother had committed 
camp! Sorts of Outrages, and would daily be at- 
ch ulempting the vertue of the Empreſs his Brothers 
wayfVite but in Vain; and when the found he would 
withþot deſiſt, the call'd to her aſliſtance Four of rhe 
int$orthieſt Men in the Realm, and told them that 
bouſe was Proud, oppreſs d the Poor, and robb d the 
ty ich, for which the commanded him to be thrown 
Ito Priſon, which was done accordingly. 

Now when he heard that his Brother was com- 
| coifng home, he ſent to the Empreſs to deſire the 
Mefavour to ſpeak a Word with her at the Door of 
thqhe Priſon, and when the Empreſs came he begg d 
gionflercy, and on Promiſe of Amendment, was for- 
y, thziven, and reinſtated in his former Poſt. On 2 
NPay, with many other Knights, they went to 
ſh meet the Emperor, and as they rode they ſaw a 
ans great Hart, which they preſently gave Chace to 
niteich ſuch Dogs as they had; whereupon the Em- 
reſs was left alone, and no Creature near her but 
his wicked Brother, who ſeeing no Mortal near, 
poke to the Empreſs to this Effect: See bere, ſays 
je, tÞis is a private Foreſt I ſpoke to you long ago f 
Herve, Come now and Conjent to me. It was but Ye- 
Tbinerday that I releaſed thee from Priſon, and art 
„you return d ſo ſoon, deſiſt for Shame and de- 
end upon it, none ſhall- have to do with me but 
y Lord your Brother, whoſe Right it is; Then 
g ca aid he, I will bang thee up iume diately in this Fre t; 
ung du may do what you pleaſe, anſwers the Em- 
ity Ness mildly, but believe me, and depend you 
a chill never have my Conſent; Then he undreſs d 
left ler to her Smock, and hung her up by the Hair 
ann her Head in a Tree, and ties her Steed before 
G ber 


mediately turn'd out of the City, and upon Fai! 
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Her ; Then he rode to his Fellows, and told thenhnd 
a Troop had met him, and took away the Empreſſwas 
from him by Violence; for which all the Confl h. 
pany were exceedingly Afflicted. in 1 
About three Days after, an Earl that was Hung v 
ing in the ſame Foreſt unkennel d a Fox near tam 
Tree where the Empreſs was hanging, and ſeeinſide. 
Her a very beautiful Woman, askd her, froiman 
hence ſhe was, and for what Cauſe the was hangopp: 
ing in that manner? The poor Lady being Juſt char 
the Point of Death, told in the beſt mannqrate 
her Strength would allow, She was a Strangewitl 
and came from a Country a great Way diſtaiſſto h 
Yrom hence: Upon which he took her down, anew 
carry d her to his Houſe to teach his DaughtegV ll 
which ſhe promis d to do to her Power; They laſpol 
every Night in the Earl's Chamber, and ſhe bqhe 
.hay'd her ſelf fo well, and with ſo much Modqwen 
fiy and Diſcretion that ſhe gain'd rhe Love qpate. 
every body : Not long after this the Steward and 
the Family falls in love with her, but the retiit f 
fing to conſent to him, he Vows by ſome Mean into 
or other he would he avenged of her, and on be a 
Night finding the Door of the Chamber unthuglide: 
by the light of a Lamp, he takes a Knife, and cut}dow 
the Throat of the Child, and then puts the bloodypref 
Knife into the Hand of the Empreſs; when ſhihim 
awak'd and found the Child, ſhe made grievouſbein 
Lamentation, but all to no purpoſe ; ſhe was im — 
e 
of Death never to return any more. Away thineve 
wotul Empreſs went, and as the paſs'd the hapfand 
ned to ſee à Gallows, and a Man going to be hang Lad! 
= thereon, hom ſhe deſir d ſhe might Redeemſrhe: 
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thenhnd accordingly the pay'd his Ranſom, and he 
1prefſvas deliver d to her. Now my Friend, ſays ſhe, 
on have ſaved your Life, all that I deſire of you 

in return is, that you will be true to me; that 


Jung] will, ſays he at all Hazards; at length they | 
r tMame to a great City, where they ſtoppd for a con- 


zeingliderable Time, where her Beauty being obſerv'd, 


frojmany would have ſatisty'd their Luſt, but ſtill ſhe 1 


hangoppos'd and conquer d all their Attempts. A Mer 


aft cant happening one Day to ſee her, fell deſpe- [ 
. with her, and acquainted the Man 
ngeſwith it, telling him, That if he would bring her 


innqrately in 


Naito his Shop at a certain Time, he ſhould have any 


; an{Reward he would demand; which the wicked 
hteſ Villain conſented to; and ſo at the time ap- 


y la pointed, betray d the Lady into his Hands, and 


e bqhe immediately hoiſted his Sail, and away he 
lodq went with her, when he thought he had got her 
e q Sate, he tells her, He muſt firſt Lye with her, 


rd djand that afterwards he would Eſpouſe her, and 


refijif ſhe deny'd him, he threatned to throw her 
leanfinto the Sea, 'Whereupon the deſires the might 

onlbe a little while in private, that ſhe might con- 
{hugfſider what to do: which being granted, the falls 
cut down upon her Knees, and begs of God ſtill to 
oodf preſerve her, that ſhe might be ſtill able to Serve 
1 ſhihim with a pure Mind and Heart: Her Prayers 
youſbeing: ended, a Tempeſt aroſe in which they all 
; jm{perith'd, except the Lady and the Maſter ot the 
Pai Veſſel, who were both ſav d by great Providence; | 
5 rhqnevertheleſs, they were driven to different Coaſts, 
ha gland knew not of each others Preſervation. 1: The 
ing Lady landed at a City in her om Kin dom, | 
gave 
her 


| A G 2 8 — 
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het *e Power to heal all manner of Diſeaſes lem: 
upon which Account many People flockd to hee E; 
not knowing her in any wiſe to be their Encecd 
preſs; the Emperor's Brother that hang d hg; wi 
by the Hair in the Foreſt was tsoubled with me 
Leproſy, the Steward that ſlew the Earl's Daug zeth 
ter was Blind and Deaf, and had the Palſy; ye. 
Thief that betray d her was Lame, and had th 
Cramp, and the Merchant was Mad; the En 
-peror hearing of this Holy Woman that cure 
Diſeaſes calls to his Brother to go to be cure; E! 
and he would bear him Company. L to 
When the Empreſs came before the Ewperobg t 
me ſo diſguis d herſelf that he could not knoyſh, 
her, and ſaid, ſhe could not cure thoſe foue E 
Perſons, unleſs they conkeſs d their Faults, thid al 
Emperor deſir d his Brother to do it, which tmp; 
did very particularly, except how he had ſeru ſr 5 
the Empreſs; but the told him, he had nqy 
made a full Confeſſion; and he could not bhmi 
cured till that was done: Upon which, the Enfl wi 
peror urg d him very hard to make a full Cork : . 
reſſion. My Lord, ſays he, I cannot do that »ith Ct 
ont being firjt aſſur d of your Pardon, for I have- of by 
ended you in a der) high Nature; Well, ſays tiven 
Emperor, I Promiſe you Forgiveneſs, let the Offent 
be what it ill; and ſo be told the Truth how 
had ſervd the Empreſs ; At which the Emperc 
was [exceedingly enragd ; neyertheleſs, for h 
words ſake, he forgave him. Next the Knig 
that had Slain the Earl's Daughter confeſs'd hi 
Fault. Next, the Thief the had ſav'd from th 
Gallows" his, and laſt of all the Merchant hi 
nme en 
_ hp them 
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esem ; After this, ſhe uncover'd her Face, and 
neſſe Emperor immediately knew her, and was 
=mfceedingly Rejoyc'd, ran to her, and Embrac'd. 
br with great Tenderneſs and Affection, took her 
th me with him to his Palace, where they lived 
ugether in Peace and Proſperity for many hap- 
uy Years. ; 
th 
En MOR 4A L. | 
ure | 
req; E RE again this Emperor may be ſuppos'd 
to Repreſent our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the Em- 
eroOÞ{3 the Soul, and the Emperor's Brother the 
noFſh, to whom the Empire was, given in Charge. 
toe Fleſh often tempts the Soul, who loving 
| th]d above all Things, and as often reſiſts the 
ch nptation; at length this Soul to avoid fur- 
ſerv r Temptations, is forc'd to fly into a Strange 
| n&y, and has the Power of healing Diſeaſes 
ot bhmitted to her; but no healing can be effe- 
e Eofl without true Confeſſion and Amendment of 
Cork : And thus the Empreſs, i. e. Thoſe of the 
nüt Church come out of the Wilderneſs of Sin, 
we of by miraculous Means are led Home to the 
ys thivenly Palace of Reſt and Glory. | 
Off en (2 
OW 3 
nperc 
ror h 
Knig 
sd hy 
501 ti 
nt hi 
1 cur 


1 4 


Bi 
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2. Hs T. XIvn. 15 
In this Hiftory is fhewn, that God ſo ldd the Hur. 
| that he ſent his Son to Redeem Mankind. 


| A Great and Noble Emperor of Rowe, was 
dove all Things ſo great an Admirer se“ 
Charity, that he deſir d to know which was t 
moſt charitable Creature. One Time going Va 
the Foreſt, he ſaw an Oſtrich and her Youn rt 
be took the Young, and enclos'd ir in a Shri 
ot Chriſtal, the Old one followed the King fe 
his Palace, greatly bewailing her Loſs, and Fd , 
ceiving where the Young One was plac'd, b Þ 
not being able to Releaſe her at that rin N 
return d to the Foreſt; but about three Daf | 
after ſhe returns again, and bringing with he! a: 
Worm call'd Thomaris, with which ſhe no ſoon jet 
touch'd the Glaſs, but it dropt to pieces, |, © 
the Young one came out, ahd they flew aw 
together; when he ſaw this, he concluq .. 
this Bird muſt be the moſt Charitable of fei 
Creatures, that had taken ſo much Pains, ah. 
ran ſo much Hazard to preſerve her Youug, N 


t no 
Was 


Var 


| the 
MOR A L. Con 


G AIN this Emperor ſeems to denote 1 1 

A mighty God, and the Young Bird our I. *** 
ther gr) 9m, and the Old One our Saviour Chi Eat 
who Deſcending into this great Foreſt | | : 
World, and finding that without Dying, y 
lying thiee Days in the Grave, he could not 
liver Mankind from his, Prifon of Hell, wi 
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here Repreſented by the Glaſ, freely dyed, 
d thereby delivered not. only Adam, dut all 


I Poſterity. 

= HIST. XLVIL 

ng ews that the Way to Heaven and Hell are by 
Wy wo different Ways, that the Way to Heaven is 4 


Narron and a 


if be treads in the St 


ſtrait Way, and the Way to Hell 
broad and wide Way, and ＋ that the Wiſe Man, 


eps of the Fooliſh, ſhall alſo 
Fer the Puniſhment of Fools. | 15 a 


ing 
Fe Noble Emperor of Rowe, whoſe Name wag 
A Follicus, once built two Cities, the One in 


North, and the Other in the Eaſt; The 


ay to the Firſt was Broad and Pleaſant, and 
ree Knights ſtood in the Road to entertain 
that paſs d with Muſick and other Delights; 
t no ſooner were they come into the City, but 
was ſo orderd , that they were put into 


ntenc'd to Death. | 
*TThe Way to the other City, was ſteep, nar- 
and craggy, and there ſtood three Knights 


hains, and caſt into Priſon, and by a Judge 


ote 
Our 


Ch 
reſt | 


ng, 
| not 


], WI 


1 


fl 


the Paſſage, Arm d in all Points, and ready 
Combat any that ſhould Attempt to paſs. 
Ow there were two Knights, the one Wiſe, 
the other Fooliſh, that made Solemn Prote- 
tions, that they would go up to the City in 
> Eaſt where the King's Tieaſure lay, and 
ny Things of great Value were ſecurd; but 
aing where the Ways divided, the Fooliſh | 

G 4 Knight 
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Knight perſuaded the Wiſe one'to take t 


Broad Way ; which with a little contending $4 
iubmitted to; but ſeeing the Miſery they haf ger 
brought themſelves to when they come before th | of 


Judge they fall Accuſing one another; The Wi 
Knight ſaid the Fooliſh had led him aſtray, an 
was guilty of his Death; The Foolith ſaid he w 
guilty of his Death, in as much as he was wiſh, 
than he, and yet ſuffer d himſelf to be over-rulÞ ©; 
by him to take the wrong way; Upon whic "7 TT 
the Judge ſaid to the Wiſe Knight, Becauſe th wo 
Wiſdom has not prevented thee from being i * 
pos d upon by a Fool, thou ſhalt ſurely die; an“ A 
thou Fool, becauſe. thou didſt reje& the Coul © 
ſel and good Advice of the Wiſe, thou ſhalt d. 
likewiſe : And ſo according to their diſtin 
Merits, they both were put to Death with e 
quiſite Torments and Miſery. | 


a 
nigh 
| ravel 
| | 8 Eb 2 

. 40 . Inſent 

B* theſe different Ways we may underſta hich 
the different Methods that are to be take PE 

in our 2 to Heaven, and Hell. The bro Fo 
Way that leads to Hell is plain, and eaſie, all“ — 
Full of Pleaſures; but the narrow Way t Ps 2 
Jeads to Heaven is Steep and Craggy and fü.“ 
of Difficulties, and there the Emperor Reſidd” Th 
and there he lays up his Treaſure: The Knig A 10 
that entertain the Paſſengers on the firſt Way alt le 


Auſt, Pride, and Covetouſieſs, and thoſe ths”) 
Guard the latter axe the World, the Fleſh a * 
the Devil. The Judge is Chriſt Jeſus, who w the 


dodth m 
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toom both Soul and Body to eternal Puniſhment, 
SY. they follow the Dictates of the Flcth, and 

iter themſelves to be overſway'd by the Coun- 
th; of Fools. 


Vit 

an — — 

* HIS I. XLIX. 

l. beweth what tender Le and Affection there ought 
nie always to be belneen Chriſt and a Chriſtian, aud 
** thar we ought to be Careful of our Original Cu- 


venant with him, becauſe at the firſt Day we 
are ſure not to fail of bis promisd Love, that. 
ol 1 Place of Eternal Happmeſs in Heaven. 
4 
tin 
12e 


H E great Philomenus, a Noble Emperor, had 
a beautiful Daughter, with whom a worthy 
night fell deſperately in Love, but deſigned to 
ravel to the Hoh Land, after they had plignted 
ſeir Troth to each other, to which the Lady 
nſented, promiſing to ſtay ſeven Years, - in 
gambich Time he promis d to return; and ſo he. 
takhhparted to their mutual Satifaction. Soon after 
e Emperor promiſed his Daughter. to the King 
Hungary, who Modeſtly refuſed it; Saying, 
ine had made a Vow to continue Unmarried, 
7 Seven Years, aud after the l of that 
iddrm, ſhe was at her Father's Diſpoſal. Io which 
Father conſented. . Fo: 
At length the Time expired, and the King ok 
e 14129) coming with great Pomp to. fulfil the 
Se uTiage Solemnity, the Knight that was. gone 
o ul the Holy-Land overtook him, and Saluted him 
doch much Ceremony: They, Rode for ſome 
| Wy ime 


— 
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Time together, at length a violent Shower oveJEm 
took them, which very much diſoblig'd thſHo! 
King's Equipage, dry 
Says the Knight, you ſhould have brouglſthe 
your Houſe with you to have prevented tibud 
§poiling of your Cloaths : Nay, ſaid the Kin Vi 
now you talk Fooliſhly, my Houſe is very laregÞut 
and built of Stone, and impoſſible to be carr1nd 
about; and then coming to a deep Pond of Watfhey 
into which the King's Horſe plung'd : Says t Wa. 
Knight, You ought to have brought your Bridper . 
with you. Now, ſays the King, you taſed 
Fooliſhly again; for my: Bridge is half a Mi 
Long, and builtof Stone. Soon after they ca 
toa pleaſant Vineyard.. Says the Knight, W 
your Majeſty be pleas'd to alight and partake 
tuch Proviſions which I have ? To this he co 
ſented ; and after the Repaſt, ſays the Knight, Ster. 
you ought to have brouglit your Father and MVor 
ther with you: Now, ſays the King, you TÞela 
more Fooliſhly than before; for my Father}t C 
long ſince Dead, and my Mother old and unfitfaitl 
Travel. After this Travelling a little furthnd ! 
they come to two Ways, the one Broad thoſtean 
little about, the other Narrower, but mueh p Et 
nearer. The King ſaid, I muſt now take mori 
leave to ſeek a Net I left beind me about Sefare 
Years ſince; if it be torn I will leave it; fr, v 
if it be whole, I will take it as a precious Thi| | 
and fo they parted. 3 
The King coming to the Emperor's Pall 
told him what had paſs'd between him an 
Fooliſh Knight upon the Road. Nay, * 


5 


» WTF 
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vel Emperor, in this he.was. Wiſe ; for by your 
_ thjHouſe he muſt mean your Cloak to keep you 
dry; by your Bridge your Servants to have tryed 
uglſthe Ford before you ventur'd into the Water: 
| tiþ2d by your Father and Mother your Bread and 
Lin Wine, to have Supported you in your Journey: 
largBut, ſays he by the Net he means my Daughter, 
rri$1d according as the Emperor had conjectur d, 
Nathhey found that Knight had taken rhe neareſt 
vs tWWay, and was gone off with the Lady, and fo | 
rider Marriage with the King was utterly fru ſſra- 
a-raſed and diſappointed, \ 
Mi | 
ca MAL. 


take N this Emperor we will here underſtand our 
ze co Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and by his Daughter 
at, S-ternal Life, which the mighty Men of this 
nd MYorld often Joſe by their Neglect and too long 
u TPelay:: The want of a Cloak, denotes the want 

ther f ity; and of a Bridge the want of true 
mfitfaith and Knowledge to carry us over Dangers 
arthiÞd Difficulties ; by his Father and Mother, are 
| thopeant, Hope and Humility, the two great Steps 
ach p Eternal Life; and the Kaizhe that was Meta + 
whe" | wk e with a theſe, wane. the 
it Seyeare ay, and gain'd the Emperor s, Daugh- 
* r, which was the Prize, — 
Thi | 1 
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erly 


H oo Be. PRs | * v1v 
Sets forth that who [hall be Savd, and who ſhall be ſofte 
Damn d, cnanot certainly be known by Men, till theBak: 
Day of Judgment. / Ino 1 
be c 
T* E RE liv'd once at Nome a famous Empe- Iged 
peror named Leopold, who had a Son by, his} 
firſt Wife, the King of Afhria's Daughter, but. 
ſhe dying, he Married a ſecond Wife, by whom 
he had likewiſe a Son; they were put out to be}. 
| bred up, and being pretty well grown, at the” ,, 
| Deſire of his Wife they were ſent for Home; and 
| when they came, they were ſo exactly alike, that} 7 
the Empreſs knew not One from the other, but} 51 
the Emperor did, and therefore ſhe entreated] 4 
him to rell her which was her Son, but he tolc 
her the Contrary, ſo ſhe cheriſh'd him, and neg-| F; 
lected the other, which when the Emperor ſaw 
| he told her ſhe was Miftaken, upon which ſhe 
earneſtly defir'd him to tell her the Truth, but 
| this the Emperor rtefus'd to do, until they were 
both grown to Man's Eſtate, that fo in the mean 
time ſhe might cheriſh them both alike, which 
ſhe accordingly did, and at length when the 
were both grown-up, the Emperor made a grea 
| Feaſt, and ſet her on Son before her, at Which 
| ſhe was extreamly ſoyful, and dy din Peace. 
I bis Emperor may alfo be ſuppos d to ſignify 
tbe Almighty, whom every good Chriſtian pro- 
| perly calls Father, who by his Providence is the C 
common Nourither of all his Children. Thisf1 ; 
World may be taken for our Mother, and is ut] fair 


=. 4 {jo 


8 terly| © 
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erly Ignorant which of his Children is to be 
av d, and which Loſt till the laſt Day, and very 
be ſoften like the Empreſs here in the Story mi- 
he lakes one from the other, which is ſo order d that 
no Difference may ariſe, and that her own thould 
be cheriſh'd and eſteem d, and the other negle- 
pe-fſted and diſpis d. 
bis : | 
but TOY YN 
_ ls IS: Li 
eM herein is ſhenn that the luſt of the Fleſh is very pre- 
the” 2alent, 4 if given way 4 bh _ e 
and danger the Soul, and that without Repentance the 
hat Lion of the Tribe of Judah, will tear them to 
but Pieces; that is, they ſhall be Miſerable to all 


. —— 


Eternity. 


| 
J 


A Gxeat and mighty Emperor once Reign d in | 
Thisf X Rome whoſe N me was Archilaus, who had | 
s ut] fair Lady to his Wife, but very Wanton and 

5 | | defiled i 


— 


#, 
: 
. 

[, 

Cf 

1 


| Leopard, and 


Emperor in, he threw himſelf into the Sea andJLio 
which at laſt he was, and they were both Landeqand 
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defiled his Bed with a young Knight of the Court imo 
This Emperor hearing much of the Holy Land but 
determines to take a Journey thither; upoiſland 
which the Empreſs ſeemingly took her LeaveJand 
with a great deal of | oye and Tenderneſs, bu bei 
at the lame Time, for a great Sum. of Money Th 
prevail d upon the Maſter of the Ship, that wherflthe 
they thould be got far into the Sea to throu the 
him Over-board, which he accordingly did Imei 
telling him it was his Wifes pleaſure it ſhoulQLic 
beſo; But it was the Emperor's Fortune, being 

a very good Swimmer to get to an Ifland, where 


no Creature inhabited but Lions and Leopards 


and ſeeing a young Lion fighting with an old 
Veins in Danger to A Overcome T 

he took the part of the Nobler Creature, and all 

flew the Leopard; which che generous Beutd the 


| took ſovery kindly, that he 8 the Emi not 


peror with the heſt Food the e of the * Lar 
would allow, when undi came ta \take tha his 


. 


: 


ſwam, after making great moan to be taken inthe 


Safe her. . ett n 
'\ The Emperor when he cane*mtar Home, and Adi 


hearing an unuſual Joy and Melody in his Courtſof t 


call'd a Squire to him to know the Reaſon, whq ho. 


told him, that the Empreſs not bearing of th. 


was Married again: U ich, hi 


went to the Porter, and deſir d that he and hi 
Lion might be admitted into the Hall, to mak ' 
her and her Bridegroom a little Gan She being © 
acquainted with it, gave her Co 


onſent that i 
ou! 
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1tJhoull be ſo; bur they were no ſooner admitted, | 
andhbut the Lion flew upon the Adulterous Knight } 
porfiand flew him, and then ran upon the Emprefs, | 
wel and tore her in Pieces likewiſe : The Company | 
buYbeing exceedingly aſtonith'd and frighred at. | 
1ey Thus the Emperor diſcover'd himſelf, and gave 
hetthem a full Relation of all that had paſs d- 80 
row they look upon the Lion's Revenge as a Juſt ſudg- 
1d ment from God, and the Emperor cheriſh d the | 
duld Lion for ever afterwards. 
£1119 
here NOR AI. 
ards | | 
old Ti IS Empreſs may be very properly taken to 
ome ſignify the Fleſh devoted to Adultery, and | 
anJall manner of ſinful Pleaſures that Circumvents | 
utq the good Intentions of the Soul, which is de- 
Em — by this Emperor's Journey in the Holy- 
{rs Land, and his Swimming to Shere may denore |} 
E thqhis Faith, without which he had been loſt ; The 
and Lion may ſignify our Lord Jeſus, as he is call 'd | 
1 1nJthe Lion of the Tribe of Judah, fighting with | 
nde and deſtroying Satan, if the Soul be willing and 
flaſſiſting: The Deſtroying the Empreſs and the 
-angJAdulterer, may denote the deſtroying the Luſt | 
ourtjof the Fleſh, and all the Sins that Reign in out 
* Mortal Bodies. n "vo 
the | 


at e eee 
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18, 


FV une 
Setteth forth that the Son of God, or the Spirit of ou? of 
Lord Feſus Chrilt ought to be had in part.culaf© 


Eſteem, which will be taken from us if we bar N 
no regard to the holy Diftates, and that Chriſt tl 
the great Phyſician of Souls , if we are Peartii he! 
Sorry for our Sins and forjake them will inſall 1d 


bly reſtore us to Health, and his Favour. 5 


1 
| POL ENUS an Emperor of Rome, married © | 
| fine German Lady, by whom he had a moſſeht 
fair and beautiful Son, for whoſe Education ma 91 
ny of his Nobles had great Contention: Th 
Emperor being unwilling to diſoblige them, orf. 1 
der d a general Tournament, and he that ove = 
came, he promis'd to commit his Son, whiclfe K 
happening to be one Foſzas, to his Care and Con 2 
duct the Child was committed. 2 f 
When he had Received him, he ſent his Ser n 
vants before to have his Caſtle got in a readine 1 ” 
| for his Reception, and in the midſt of it h 
| Lodg'd him, and order'd it fo, that there w: 
| a wholſom Well by, his Bed-ſide. The Chile 
was all his Care, for if he manag'd him, well, h L 
| was to be highly. Rewarded, but if he miſcarF 
| ried he was to loſe his Head. Now the Key © id S 
this Well was kept by the Knight's Wife, and 1 
the Windows was uſually ſet open to let in th}, C. 

Sun to refreſh the Child. | * 
Once upon a Day it ſo happen d, that th 14 
| Woman leaving the Window open, and alſo thome 
Well, a foul Bear being hard hunted Sweat] 
| MINS 
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ag, leapd and waſh'd himſelf, and fo left a 


Diſeaſe in the Water, which in the end prov'd a 
Fan roſy to thoſe that either Bath'd or Drank of 


* 


the Water. 
] Not long after this, a great Eagle came in 
wil the Window and bore away-the Child ; which 
hen the Knight and his Lady came to know, 
Call; 1d withal that they had got the - Leproſy by 
Yrinking the Water out of the Well, they made 
d Lamentation, and the Knight concluded he 
ed da a Dead Man: But while he was in the 
oſſepth of his Mourning a Phyſician came to him, 
3 nd Adviſed him and his Family to be let Blood, 
Th 1d to Bathe and Cleanſe. themſelves, and then? 
orle promis d to apply a Medicine that would cer- 
» inly Cure them; he did ſo, and then he bid them | 
Wielt in the Valley, and there they ſhould find. 
Cor e King's Son, which they did to their great 
onpy and Satisfaction, and after this, when the 
*Serl'* Emperor found that his Son was well uſed, | 


5 die prefer d the Knight to great Dignities and 
pak lonour. | 7 
My MORAL 


1585 ALMIGHTY God is here ſet forth in the 
car Example of this Emperor his Son the Lord 
Ley o Saviour of the Wor d, for whoſe Nouriſh- | 
's "pear, as many as deſire to be employ'd are come 
nin Commemorate his Death and Paſſion in the 

loly. Sacrament. | | x 


it th\ He that Fighteth with the Devil and Over- 1 


— ometh him is the moſt worthy, as this Knight 
ie 


was, 
| 
1 


1 


| Happineſs, -- 


* 
: 
; g w 544 3.9.4 * ad 4 4 * 1 „ * — ed 
” z , 


| exceedin ly,call'd Tirone; but this 


| 


p 
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| was who, had the Care of the King's Son; by hi: df 


placing him in the Middle of the Caſtle is def 
noted the Heart: The Well ſignifies Mercy 1 


through the Merits of Chrif}, and the Bear the. 


Devi), who takes the Advantage of one Neel: 
lect ſignify d by the Knight's W ile leaving opeſo 95 
the Well. By the Window letting in pur 10 
Light, is meant the Word of God, and his en 2 . 
lightning Grace, and by the Eagles taking away. 

the Child, is meant that Sin and I2norancy 5 
withdraws Chriſt from us: The Phyſician here?! 
fignifies good Advice; which by the gre: 1 
and Infallible Remedies of Faith and Re pen 
tance, reſtores us again to a State of Glory an 


3 
fg 
No 


at 2 
4 
A 
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HIST. INL f.D; 
T his Story eſents the preat Sin of Drunkente 
and N ſets forth that if we contin 
- in them, in "the End they will bring ben 


bath o Soul and Body. 19 


THERE dwelt in Name a Noble Emperq, 20 
call'd Andronicus, who greatly delighted E 
Muſick ; This Emperor had 4 Knieht Pe lob. 
Knight! wou 


be often Drunk, which was a Vice that the EF) N 


ror mortally hated ; but being ſenſible of 1 

ailing ; his Cuſtom was to gotoa Well int 

the Palace, and drink of the Water ; by mea 111 

of which, he would preſently become reſh a 

Sober again. Another thing this Emperor lo 1Tt, 
EXCE( 
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fl -cedingly was a Nightingale; in hearkening 
def whoſe Notes ſo often he ſpent ſo much of 
In Time, that he neglected the great Affairs of 
29s Court, which gave Offence to his Courtiers, 
Ney omuch, that they conſulted Methods how they 
Obel ght prevent it for the Future. 
Puff An old Knight undertook that he would do 
S euſe Buſineſs for the reſt; and ſo when he faw 
Alone Drunk he lock'd yp the Well, that he 
angſght have no Water to refreſh him; And the 
hereſaperor calling haſtily for him, he came reel- 
"es into his Preſence, and could not ſpeak; 
** ich ſo enraged the Emperor that he baniſh'd 
m. 2h | 3 
Now the Old Knight had further obſerv'd, |} 
At as he walk'd by the Foreſt Side, he ſaw | 
> Nightingale, coupled with another Bird, 
d to prevent her Mate's finding it out, would 
in to à Spring hard by and waſh herſelf : This 
mo ing.the Old Knight likewiſe topp'd vp; 
* that going rhither to waſh herſelf as uſual, 
t finding no Relief the immediately ſtopp' d 
jr Song, and made Sad and mournful Lamenta- 
4 ns; and when her Mate came and four:d what 
x gf had done, he went and got together a great 
* "2 "kny other Nightingales, and by his Example 
OE y fell upon her, and tore her to pieces, 


of 1 MORAL 


int 


denne 


ea HE Emperor denotes our Saviour, who De- 
lights in the Harmonious Sound of Prayers 


H Thankſgivings. The Drunken Knight mw 


», 


* 3 
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be taken to ſignify a Sinner that Repents an: 
is Sorry for his Sins, till at laſt his Enemy 
the Devil, repreſented by the Old Knight, find bis &. 
out a Way to ſtop the Fountain, that is, tof endez 
prevent his good Intention, and ſo in the end into 
he is baniſh'd the Emperor's Preſence ; that is rable 
the Joys and Bleſſings of Heaven for ever. be Bl 
By the Moral of the Nightingal, may like 
| wiſe be underſtood , the Soul Eſpouſed t H E 
| Chriſt, and often pleaſes God with ſweet Sing} Na 
ing, but then by often Sinning and ofteiper's 8. 
Repenting, the Temptations grow more ſtrongy d an 
and Habitual, and the Spring of PenitentiaÞily f 
Sorrow is intirely ſtopp'd, and this makes thqy he 
Soul, thus polluted, appear ſo deform'd anqit hi 
Nauſeous in the Eyes of Almighty God; thafld ., 
at the Laſt Day, he Stops up the Spring ofþich + 
his Mercy, and tis doom'd to Deſtruction, andlr'd 
baniſh'd for ever out of his Sight, in the Pre r his 
| ſence ot all his bleſſed Saints and holy Angels. No, 
N a 4 ecrer 
ow t] 
rrow 
he v 
5 | FTW 
— — — — 
. 3 ty bor tl 
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eſo. 
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| H TS T. LIV. 

Vis Sto) ſhews that thoſe wicked Perſons that 

q endeavour the Peſtrutlion of Good Men, ſhall fall 

4 into the Pit themſelves; that is, they are miſe. 

$1 rable both here and hereafter, and the Fuſt ſhall 
be Bleſs d and Happy to all Eterniy. 


e 
t HERE was an Emperor of Nome, whoſe 
Name was Martin, who dearly low'd his Bro- 
ener 's Son, call'd Fulgent; with this Emperor there 
na d an Eunuch, who was his Steward, and who 
iaÞily ſought the Life of one Fulgentiz- One 
hey he told the Emperor, that Fulgent reported 
ndat his Breath ſtank to that Degree, that he 
haquld not endure to deliver him the Cup; at 
ohich the Emperor was very much Vex'd, and 
indir d the Eunuch to tell him the Truth, whi- 
rer his Breath did in reallity ſtink or not. 
s, No, My Lord, ſays he, no Man can have a 
eeter ; Why, ſays the Emperor, how ſhall 1 
ow the Truth of this ? Says the Eunuch , to 
rrow when he delivers you the Cup, you will 
he will turn away has Face becauſe of your 
ath. After he had ſpoke this to the Emperor, 
ent to Fulgent, and told him, That the Em- 
bor threatned to turn him away becauſe he 
| a Stinking Breath, and Fulgent asking if it 
e ſo in reallity, he reply d it was. Says d- 
, I never knew this before, pray adviſe me 
It is beſt to be done: Says he, when you give 
S I|Cupto the Emperor, be ſure to turn away 
Face from him, that he may not ſmell you, 
whic 
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which he accordingly did the next Opportunian 
upon which the Emperor ſtruck him with or 
Foot upon the Breaſt, and bid him begone froff, | 
him; and then ask'd the Steward what Punilfþ,, 
ment he ſhould Inflict upon him, who adviſ up 
him to ſend him to the Brick-makers, and u 
him ask if my Lord's will is perform'd, aero 
ſend them Orders at the ſame Time to take tho 
Man that ſhall firſt ask the Queſtion, and thrg, gy 
him into the Kiln and burn him. 
Next Morning the Emperor calls Ful gent, a 
order d him to go to the Brick-makers , and af 
them, if they had perform'd the Emperor's Wily 2 
which Fulgent promis d to do. Early in the M 
ning, Fugent went into a Church to fay Hrif 
Prayers, where he happen d to fall afleep, ad t 
ſlept all the Morning, The Steward being Ifat « 
patient to hear of the Death of Fulgent, wick 
about Noon to the Workmen, and ask'd th&n | 
it they had pertorm'd the Emperor's Will, ſery 
they it ſhall be done Immediately, and fo tho I. 
catch'd him up, and threw him into the Flame 
Soon after this Fulgent came, and ask d if t 
had done the Emperor s Will, and they told 
they had, and related the whole Story, for hi, d. 
great Deliverance, Fugent return d Thanks hene 
Almighty God, and went back to the Empey,, ,4 
and told him, That the Stexvard had carried 7A 
Meſſage before lim, and that the Men 
burnt ham. | £4 HE 
At this the Emperor was exceedingly ama an, 
and ſaid to Hugent, Tell me the Truth, Df Ag 
thou report about the Empire that my brfther, 
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niffiank, and in Token thereof, turu'd thy Face 
Mom me. No, faid Fugent, the Steward came 
froſo me, and told me that you ſaid my Breath 
niſhank, and advisd me when 1 gave you the 
vi[Tup to turn away my Head; and I call God 
d iÞ witneſs this is the Truth: Then faid the Em- 

alferor God is Juſt, and his Wickedneſs is falln 
e ion his own Pate, and do thou be Thankful to 
hr&od for it. | | 


„ a MOR AIT. 
id a} 
WE will Suppoſe this Emperor here to ſig- 
e M nity Almighty God, and Fulgent every true 
ay Fbriſtian that Serves him in Spirit and Truth, 
>, ade the Steward a falſe and perfidious Chriſt ian, 
ng ljat often accuſes Men falſly, but at length the 
„ WF ickedneſs of ſuch Perſons thall fall upon their 
| thyn Reads, and they ſhall be caſt into the 
all, ſery Furnace; but the Righteous ſhall aſcend 
ſo tiſto Lite Everlaſting. 
lame | TY 2 
ift e T 
old H-F'ST.-LV. 

r Wiltis Story ſhews what our Saviour Feſus Chriſt hath 
anks one for us, how he bath parchas d Salvation for 
,mpe on our true Repentance, and Subm ſſion to the 
— anduct of bis Holy Spirit. 

en 


HERE reigned once in Rome a very good 
ama and merciful Emperor, that made his Court 
h, I Aſylum for all Perſons in Diſtreſs that fled 
7 her. Now it happen d that an Innocent * 
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by falſe Accuſations was caſt into a deep Duſh 
geon, and kept by a cruel Keeper, who fed hi: 
with nothing but Bread and Water. Yet ſo I. 
hap'ned, there was in the Wall of this Priſcf: 
a little Hole into which a Nightingale daiffo 
came and perch'd upon his Boſome, and Sung f» 
him moſt melo liouſly, and he fed her with ti]; 
Crumbs that fell from his ſmall Allowance, II 
length one Day he thus ſpoke to her, 5 
Sweet Bird, thy Muſick is great Comfort pb; 
me, yet if thou couldeſt procure my Liberte 
I thall be more at Eaſe, and thy Mulick woda 
be more Grateful: Upon this the took I; 
Flight, and three Days after came to him 
gain with a precious Stone in her Bill, whi 
the put into his Boſome; With this Stone, 
did but touch his Chains, and they immediat th 
fell off, and by touching the Lock the De I 
flew open, ſo he gets our, and made the / 
of his Way to the Emperor's Palace, where|,, 
knew he thould be ſecure : The Keeper 
him running and purſu'd him with all [ 
might, but a Bow being put into his Hand.“ 
drew it, and ſlew the Keeper, and ſo he * 
Safe to the Palace where he was freely Rece 


2 


and Entertain d. E, 
MORAL, er 

FH IS Emperor we may likewiſe com pa EY 
our Saviour, who by his Merits has wa 


chas d a Place of Safety for Innocent and 


Fenting Sinners; The Keeper of chis Priſeſ | © 


* 
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Duſhe Devil who labours to keep Me under the 
hiſonfinement of their Sins and Follies; The 
ſo Flelody of the little Bird, ſignifies the Voice of 
rilogod's Calling, met to Repentance ; and the 
daiFone in her Mouth, God's Grace to deliver them 
ang fom Sazan's Thraldome. The Keeper's purſu- 
th tÞþing the Knight, ſhews how earneſtly the De- 
ce, Il purſues Repenting Sinners, in order to bring 
ſem back again to their Evil Habits : And the 
fort þw with which the Knight kills the Keeper, is 
.iberhe Word of God; by the help of which, he 
; wOltakes his Eſcape to the perfect Liberty of the 
ok Ins of God in the Heavenly Palace, 
him 

wh | = 


one, AE 

ediatſthi- Story we are Taugbt to do well, and not to 

1e Voſſet gur Minds on Things below that are fading: 

the , ſens aljo that Mens Deſign are —4 fruſtra- 
, 


where ted, and that there Worldly Deſigns often prove A. 
por bortive ; whereſore we ought ſo to live here, that 


Hang 1999 be for ever happy hereafter. 
o he VSE LM an Emperor of Nome, Married 
Keceſ the King of Feruſalems fair Daughter, but 
a long Time he had no Child by 5 „ upon 
ich he was exceeding Sorrowful; One day az 
ept in his Arbour, he Dream'd that the Moon 
k'd pale upon one Ssde; then the other, that 
compaſttle Bird was nouriſh'd by Beaſts, and thay 
ts has pther Bird ſung ſweetly : He call'd his Wiſe 
ac Aan to Interpret this = who told him, 
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by the Moon's Faleneſs was fignity'd, that th 
Empreſs was with Child ; by the little Bird 1 
was 4 don, and the Beaſts nouriſhing him, tha 
His Nobles thould mightily Adore and Rev 


rence him; and that the little Birds ſinging be.” 


token'd the Univerſal Joy of the Roman Empir 
andaccordingly the Empreſs was deliver'd of 
Jon; which when King Amphis heard, wit 
whom he had long been at War he ſent to mak 
Heace with him, upon the Suppoſtrion that whe! 
he came to Age, he would revenge all the Inju 
ries he had done to his Father, and at the fam 
time offer d his only Daughter in Marriage | 
this Son; but as they were coming by Sea, ti: 
Ship hap'ned to daſh againſt a Rock, ſo the Shi 
with all the Riches was Loſt, and they all pe 
riſh'd excepting only the Lady her Self, Who 
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the was Swimming upon a broken Part of t] 
Ship, a Whale came and ſwallow'd her up whol 
but the having an Inſtrument in her Pocket, 
{ſo prick d and wounded him in his Belly, th 
He ſoon ſwam co Shore in order to diſgorgt 
which, One Hrrus, a Noble Knight ſeeing, b 
rais d all his People and fought with the Whal 
and Killd him, and in cutting him up, foun 
| the Lady alive, who told him all that ha 
Hap ned- 

i he Knight hearing this, ſends word to t! 
Emperor, who came to her Immediately, a 
brought with him three Pots covered: The Oi 
with Gold, ſet with poonene Stones, the oth 
ok Silver, and the third Lead, and bid h 
WG 
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ould have his Son. Tha Lady who was deſi- 
ous of him, pray'd to God to direct her, and 
nſider ing that the faireſt out- ſide did often 
>ntain the fouleſt Matter; She choſe the Lea- 
en One, and in that ſhe made a right Choice, 
r that was fill d with Things of grear Value, 
1d the other two with nothing but Rubbidge, 


| th 
rd 1 
tha 
Rev 
g be 


1pLI 


of: 1d Things of no Value. So the Emperor ap- 
WI Foving her Choice, gave her his Son in Mar- 
. age, and they livd together with great Joy 
1 the end of their Lives. : 
. MOR 4A L. 
LY * the Empreſs being long without a Child, 
11 |, may be thoughr to ſignify the Promiſed Seed 
Fqhich in fulneſs of Time came into the World, 
= en in Danger of being Loſt: The fair Lady 
5 the Soul of Man, that muſt run through many 
* o Angers, and make a Wiſe Choice, or elſe the 
et, (not hope to be Married to the Son of God, 
Y> TPhhich is the moſt deſirable and happy Mar- 
5" 'Slage, and can never be difſolv'd to all Eternity. 
Whal 
toun 
ac ha 
to tl — 
ly, AU 
he Oi 
je oth 
bid h 
ice 5 
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HIST. IVI. 5 


Ie this Story Charity is ſet forth, in that half ls; 
 Plaice ſhould be given to the Por; By the 5.0 H 
breaking the Law, Tgnorantly ; we may learn that 
God will find ou an Expedient to deliver us fich, 
Sins of Ignorance, i. e. by a hearty Sorrow for thᷣenſext 


' ILEXANDER the Emperor, made a La + 

that it any body turn'd the Back fide of |, 
Plaice upon his Diſh at the Table, he thould did Y 
but then he ſhould have the Liberty to Ask thr{ 
Petitions, and whatever they were they ſhou[ 2 
be Granted ; for the other fide, he allow'd t 
Poor ſhould have ; that came to his Palace-Ga 
tor Alms. : 

Now it happend” that a ſtrange Earl came 
Court, which did not know the Law , and 
turn'd his Flaice, and fell to eating on the Pom 
ther Side. Some of the troubleſome Courtic y 
told the Emperor of it, Cc. who ordef "fo 
his Law ſhould pe put in Execution. Now th. 
Earl had a Son, who hearing his Father was he 
die, came to Court and threw himſelf at the E 1 
peror's Feet, , a he might die as a Ra 4 
ſom for his Father. Ihe Emperor granted his 
queſt, and then he demanded to have the benefit 
the Law, in making his three Petitions. Wh; 
was likewiſe granted. 

His firſt Petition was to have the Emper 
Daughter, which was granted, but with ſome 
luctancy: His ſecond Petition was to have 
his Treaſure, and this was yielded to him, A: 


xt 


ing 
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the Lady he lay with but Deflower'd her not, 
and with the Riches, he made himſelf many 

If Friends at Court, and that all the Men that ſaw 

Earlſhis Father turn the Plaice and accus'd him for 

n tht, might have their Eyes put out. This when 

5 J'fthe Earl's Accuſers came to hear, they were ſo 

emextreamly afraid, that when he was brought out 
to be accus d, not One of them appear d againſt 

La him, ſo he was Acquitted, and the Son highly 

at ſextoll'd for his Love and Duty to his Father, and 

'Efrerwards as a Reward for his Integrity, was 
LEAN married to the Emperor's fair Daughter. 


dt MOR AL. 
e-Ga 

H1S Emperor in this place may be taken to 
me Repreſent Almighty God, who will have 
and ho Man get Wealth by Covetouſneſs. The 
the trange Knight may be taken for Adam; who, 
urtlÞy Coveting the forbidden Fruit, forfeited his 
ordefife both here and hereafter. His Son is our 
OW Uraviour, who offer d his Life for his Ranſom, 
_ WaSthe Accuſers are the Devil, and the Empexor's 
he Eþ:;. Daughter, the Soul that is wedded to Chriſt; 
a Rand the Riches, mention'd in this Story, the 


his N; : C 
N ingdom of Heaven. 
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| ii Ur T 
| This Story ſhews that tho ſome Men may be pro 

noted to great Honour ; Yet not having a Regard['< 
to God s goodneſs they may be brought low, and 
as abject as ever; and therefore he that ſtands 


ſhould take heed leaſt be fall, aol 


| FN Nome there dwelt an Emperor whoſe Name 
was Leonicius, who happen'd to meet a ln 


Man by the Foreſt-Side, and upon his tellin: 
him he was One of his Subjects, and then tol 
him the Cauſe and the Original of all his Miſ- 
fortunes, upon which the King took Compaſſior 
on him, and upon his Promiſe of Obedience an" 
good Behaviour for the Future he promoted him. 
But in a little Time that very Man grew exceed! 
ing Proud and Inſolent, and endeavour'd to Def"! 
throne the Emperor his Benefactor. But whe! 
the Conſpiracy came to be Known, the Empe 
ror Baniſh'd him and all his Confederates, ane 
gave their Poſſeſſions to others, that had mor 
Honour and Gratitude, which made them hatf*' 
thoſe Men to that Degree, that they Invited then” 
to a Feaſt, and their Poiſon'd them: When t] 
Emperor heard this, he was griev'd extream! 
but his Son comforted him, Saying, If you w 
give me leave, I will find a Means to raiſe theſe 
from the Dead: His Father being highly pleaſe 
went to a Country where a Virgin kept a We! 
| whoſe Waters would raiſe dead Men to Life 
and having obtain'd her Conſent, and firſt taſtc 
the Water, he drew Trenches into the Grav 
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'f theſe Men, and as ſoon as the Water came 
pro pon them, they reviv'd, and then he preſented 
;,em to his Father, who was mightlly rejoyc'd ; 
Wand as a Reward ſet a Crown upon his Head, 
1; a Token of Triumph for his Victory over his 


[LEMLLES, 


MOR A L. 


"HIS Emperor in this Place may azain be 
FT taken to repreſent Almighty God, who ad- 
Miſhnc d the Angels from a low Eſtate to great 
onour and Glory; but Lucifer whom he ad- 
$nc'd above the reſt conſpir d againſt him, and 
| him|-<pted to Derhrone him, and to Scat himſelf 
it, for which he was juſtly banith'd from Hea- 
ro Dehn for Ever, which made him hate and abhor 
Mankind, and be always endeavouring to 
gi ſon and Corrupt his Senſes: but by the Blood 
our Saviour, flowing from his five Wounds 
4 monbreſented here by the five Trenches, Mankind 


5 natrals d from Eternal Death, and this Son of God 
.4 ther own'd with Glory, and Bleſs'd for Evermore. 
hen th 

reaml 
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